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||banese woman wounded by Israeli fire 

jBjP? N (AF ^l — An elderly Lebanese woman was 
fetly wounded Monday by Israeli shelling j„ ^ 
gp Lebanon, police said. Kamila Hawila. SI, received 
^yeral wounds from shrapnel after a shell landed near 
mg] 1 ' *« 2 *?' v, Uag€ Of Nabatiyeh A1 Fawka, police 
®nd. Ms. Hawffa was taken to hospital in the nearby 
Nataiiyeh. Two Lebanese civilians have been 
! and 17 others wounded by tight in* in southern 
j Lebanon since the beginning of this year. The shelling 
came as the international truce monitoring committee 
was meeting at the U.N. headquarter^ in south 
Lebanon to coasider complaints of alleged ceacefin: 
: violations filed by Lebanon and Israel. 
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Suspect in pharmacist murders arrested 

AMMAN (j.T.) — Police are questioning a man in con- 
nection widi the killing of a pharmacist and the injiny of 
another in two separate attacks on two pharmacies m 
.Amman on Feb. 3, according to official sources. An offi- 
cial told the Jordan Times that the suspect, who was 
arrested in Aqaba on Tuesday, might lx iso responsible 
for the murder of a 50-year-oJd Sri Lankan domestic 
helper, who was found shot dead on Feb. 5 in Jabal Weib- 
deh. According to the official source, police seized a gun 
with the suspect, which is believed to be the same one 
used in the Feb. 3 killing of pharmacist Farpuq Mata, 
owner of Wadi Nasser Pharmacy and the injury ot phar- 
macist Abed Ali, the owner of Oalia Pharmacy in Jabal 
Taj. Furthermore, the source maintained that the suspect's 
fmgerprinb aLso matched the ones found in both phar- 
macies. Police refused to identify* the suspect and said 
they were still questioning him. 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


Majali reshuffles Cabinet 

Six new ministers appointed including an Islamist 


By Francesca Ciriad 
Jonian Tunes Stcff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prune Minister 
Abdul So) am Majali on Tues- 
day reshuffled his government, 
bringing in six new ministers, 
including a prominent Islamist 
©pelted from the IAF fur his 
apposition lo the group’s deci- 
sion to boycott hist November’s 
elections. 

The widdy-expected reshuf- 
fle came amid growing region- 
al tensions over Iraq s stand-off 
wnh the U-N„ but did not indi- 
cate a policy shift, observers 
aid politicians said. 

His Majesty’ King Hussein 
swore in the new ministers ar a 
brief ceremony at the Royal 
Court after issuing a Royal 
Decree endorsing Dr. Majali’s 
choice. 

King Hussein also appointed 
outgoing Minister of Foreign 
Aflitns Payee: Tarawneh as 
Royal Court chief, replacing 
Awn Khasawneh. 

Dr. Taravv*neh, a U.S -educat- 
ed economist, has served as 
ambassador to Washington and 
chief peace negotiator with 
Israel 

Mr Khasawneh, a lawyer 
who became Royal Coutt Chief 
in February 19%, is widely 
tipped to be appointed as 
ambassador to Egypt and Jor- 
danVpermanent representative 
in ' fee Cairo-based .Arab 
"League. 

" Describing it as a routine 
■/operation. Dr. Majali said the 
^reshuffle had been planned fora 
Jong time, and it had nothing to 
do with the escalating US.- 
Iraqi crisis over U.N. weapons 
inspections. 

"This is something normal, 
feat happens from time to time.” 
fee premier told reporters. 

Politicians remained divided 
on whether the shake-up helped 
boost the government’s image, 
badly harmed after an alleged 
clamp-down on public free- 
dom^ including controversial 
amendments to the press law 
introduced in May while Parlia- 
ment was in recess. 

"The reshuffle was needed to 
help Dr. Majali’s team regain 
popular confidence.” said one 
seasoned politician. 







His Majesty King Hussein standing with Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali to his left along with some ministers of 
the new Cabinet on Tuesday (Photo by Meldos) 


‘The shake-up is meaning- 
less and does not indicate any 
policy change,” added another 
politician, who requested 
anonymity. 

Dr. Majali extended new 
portfolios to his two deputies. 

Deputy Prime Minister lor 
Services Abdullah Ensuur uxik 
over from Samir Muniwi the 
information affairs portfolio. 

Deputy Rime \finisier and 
Minister of State for Devekip- 
menl .Affairs Jawad Anani was 
entrusted with die extra portfo- 
lio of foreign affaire. 

Five of the new* entries served 
in Dr. Majali’s first government, 
which was formed in May 1993 
and stayed in office until Janu- 
ary 1995. after signing the 1994 
peace treaty with Israel. They 
are: Talal Hassan, Mohammad 
Mahdi Rohan, Khnlcd Zou’bi, 
Sami Gammi > and Mohammad 
Hamdan. 

Mr. Hassan, a former minis- 
ter of Mate for foreign affairs 
and peace negotiator, replaced 
Qassem Abu Ein as minister of 
culture and youth. 

Mr. Ruhan. a former minister 
of agriculture and head of the 
Social Security Corporation, 


look over fixim SaMi Kha- 
sawnch ;ls labour nunisier. 

Dr. Zou'bi. president iff Al 
Zairourei University, was 
entrusted willi the new portfolio 
of pariiainentary and legal 
affairs. 

Dr. Humdan. president ol Al 
Haslimieh University in Zanja 
replaced Mundicr Masri as edu- 
cation minister :ind Mr. 
Garnrnu, a former finance min- 
b,ter. replaced Basham Saket as 
minister of transport, and 
iclecommuniadknis. 

Politicians said they were sur- 
prised by the iiK'lusion of Bas- 
sani Emousb. an Islamic Action 
Front (IAF) deputy in the last 
parliament, who took over the 
portfolio of administrative 
development, which was lian- 
dkxl by Dr. Ensour. 

The IAF su^nded the mem- 
bership of Dc Etnouslt, a mod- 
erate. after his harsh criticism of 
the group's decision to boycou 
the Nov. 4 clectioas in protest 
against the peace process and 
what the>’ described as "a 
steady erosion of parliamentary 
authority under successive gov- 
ernments.” 

Some said Dr. Emoush's 


appointment could signal an 
attempt to ease tensions with 
the Islamists, simmaing since 
Dc Maja/i’s govwnnient wav 
appointed last March. 

The economic team oversee- 
ing Jordan's controversial IMF 
directed tvonomic reforms 
"remained unchanged, sig- 
nalling further commitment to 
restructuring eflbrts. 

Despite wide-spread specula- 
tions on his removal. Dr. Majali 
kept Interior Minister Naihir 
Rashid, who was lieavily 
attacked the tsiamisi-led 
exposition lor his decision to 
ban pro- Iraqi tallies and use 
force to disperse a demonstra- 
tion in downtown Amman on 
Friday. 

“Removing Mr. Rashid 
would have given the wrong 
signal lo the opposition.” said 
one government source. 

Both Mr. Rashid, a former 
General Intelligence Depart- 
ment tGlD) chief, and Dr. 
Mutawi, a former Royal Palace 
puss adviser, have been under 
fire from the opposition. Parlia- 
ment and other politicians for 
their handling of the Israeli 
assassination attempt on Hamas 


leader Khaled Misha’ al in 
Amman Iasi September. 

Over 23 Lower House 
deputies recently called for the 
resignation of Dr. Mutawi for 
his decision to host a televised 
Arab song festival they consid- 
ered agamsr Lslamic teachings 
and mortis. 

In addition, Dc Mutawi faced 
popular criticism for his 
enforcement of tough amend- 
ments to the press law, which 
forced 13 of Jordan’s 20 week- 
lies to dose down, and for his 
perceived efforts to delay the 
implementation of a Jan. 26 
High Court ruling revoking the 
May press revisions. 

The amendments created a 
storm of protest at home and 
abroad, with one U5.-based 
human rights group saying they 
placed “fteedom of expression 
under siege.” 

Dr. Majali's supporters have 
said he was trying very hand to 
improve the social and econom- 
ic status of large scgn*ra.s of 
society, but circumstances were 
not always favourable. 

Dr. Majuli’s new cabinet is 
expected to remain in power lor 
another few* months. 


Iraq pledges to work with U.N. chief for solution 


| Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ PROMISED Tuesday to 
make a success of any peace 
mission to Baghdad by UN. 
chief Kofi Annan, as Russia said 
Iraq was now ready to end the 
amts crisis by complying with 
all UN. resolutions. 

But while Iraq struck a condl- 
etory note. US. President Bill 
Clinton said Tuesday the United 
Saaes was "prepared to act” mil- 
itarily against Iraq if needed and 
voiced confidence a strike would 
achieve its goals. 

"Let there be no doubt; wc arc 
prepared toacC" Mr. Clinton said 
ina30-minu!£ speech at the Pen- 
tagon following meetings with 
top military commanders. 

\ Mr. Gin ton said Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein had bro- 
ken pledges made in the wake of 
the 1991 Gulf war to give a full 
accounting of his capacity to 
produce weapons of mas* 
destruction. 

“We arc determined to see that 
he makes good on his own 
promise,” Mr. Clinton said to 
Warm applause in an auditorium 
• packed with generals and admi- 
rals. but also lower ranking 
members of all the military ser- 
vices who stood in the aisles to 
hear him speak. 

The president stressed Wash- 
ington considered diplomacy the 
ideal way to resolve the standoff 
wife Iraq, but stressed the United 
States would accept nothing Jess 
than unqualified compliance by 

Baghdad with LkN. arms inspec- 
tion rules. 

“A diplomatic solution must 
include or meet... a standard; 


Iraq must agnx* to free. full, 
unlettered access’ to sites that 
could be used to conceal 
weapons or the means of pro- 
ducing them. 

President Saddam met with 
the country's two most powerful 
bodies, the Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council and the ruling 
Baath Ruty. to discuss the I'our- 
monih standoff with U.N. arms 
inspectors. 

“Iraq will make serious and 
legitimate efforts to ensure that a 
visit by LIN. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan is a success.” an 
Iraqi government spokesman 
said alter the meeting. 

“Iraq hopes that Kofi Annan 
will come with an open mind 
and free will and in a situation 
that w'ill enable him to reach a 
balanced political solution,’ i!k 
spokesman said. 

Arab diplomats in the Middle 
FnM said Mr. Annan could travel 
to Baghdad on Friday with a 
peace formula if he receives the 
go-ahead from the Security 
Council, which was to luld a 
second meeting Tuesday to 
decide on the mission. 

The key proposal before the 
five pemunent council members 
is for diplomats from their 
respective countries to sufx*vise 
ot accompany LW. inspxuxs 
entering sensitive sites in Iraq 
that Baghdad has said are off- 
limits. 

This means Baghdad would 
have to drop any demands for a 
60-day time limit on the inspec- 
tions. 

Bui there appeared to be con- 
tinuing differences among fee 
five over die precise nature and 


designation of the inspecting 
teams dial would enter such 
sites. 

The United States insists on 
the primacy of the UN. Special 
Commission (UNSCOMk 
which for the past seven years 
has been neutralising Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction. 

A Chinese source said of the 
LLS. position: “I don’t think that 
is a proper idea." 

Russia, which Ixts been spear- 
heading churls to find a peaceful 
solution, said Iraq was now 
ready to meet all the internation- 
al community’s demands to 
;illow the resumption of UN. 
weapons inspections. 

"The political mission has to 
produce results, and llie essence 
of litis politic: il mission is for the 
unconditional compliance by 
Iraq wife U.N. resolutions.’’ said 
Russian Rmrign Minister Yevge- 
ny Primakov. 

•‘And according to our infor- 
ination (Iraqi is readj' (o do this,” 
added Mr. Primakov, wlx) was 
speaking from Greece (0 the 
Russian urlevision station RTR. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin and visiting Chinese 
Prime Minister Li Peng gave an 
added push lo efforts lor a diplo- 
matic solution by issuing a .state- 
ment after talks in Moscow 
opposing the use of force against 
Iraq. 

And French President Jacques 
Chirac, who held talks in Paris 
wife Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammed Stud Sahhaf Tues- 
day, urged Mr. Annan to go to 
Baghdad to broker a diplomatic 
solution. 

“A diplomatic solution strictly 


in line with Security Council res- 
olutions is still possible” said Me 
Chirac, warning that "time is 
running out.” 

Britain, which has backed U.S. 
threats of military action to make 
President Saddam give uncondi- 
tional cooperation to U.N. 
weapons inspectors also took a 
positive approach to an Annan 
mission. 

“It is very probable (hat KoG 
will go, and go this week. We 
want to explore every diplomatic 
avenue for a solution,” said 
British Foreign Secrctaiy Robtn 
Cook, while insisting cm full 
Iraqi compliance with UN. reso- 
lutions. 

“If it helps Saddam for 
UNSCOM — the U.N. 
weapons ircspectorate — to he 
accompajiied by diplomats, 
that’s something we could look 
at,” he said 

Mr. Cook was referring to 
French proposals for a formula 
to allow inspections of Iraq’s so- 
called presidential sites. 

Mr. Annan on Sunday sent a 
mapping team to survey the 
eight presidential sites which 
Iraq has ruled out of bounds to 
inspectors from the UNSCOM 
at disarming Iraq. 

Meanwhile, Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz said 
Tuesday that Mr. Annan could 
not simply come as a “messen- 
ger,” he needed a mandate to 
negotiate. 

“Finding a solution means 
talking, listening and making 
compromises, balanced compro- 
mises,” he said a a joint press 
conference with Qatari Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben 


Jussem Bin Jabr Al Thani. 

“Thar should be fee real mis- 
sion of fee secretary general, not 
to carry a message,” added Mr. 
Aziz. 

The United Slues continued 
its military build-up in the Guff 
on Tuesday. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen has signed a 
deployment order that will send 
between 5.000 and 6.IXX) troops 
to Kuwait, bringing the number 
of US. ground troops deployed 
to delend the emirate to around 
IOjOUO. 

On Tuesday, the first butch of 
Australian troops sent to a possi- 
ble overseas conflict since fee 
Vietnam war also left for 
Kuwait. 

But Bahrain, home to the U.S. 
fifth Fleet, said it had not autho- 
rised the United Stales to launch 
attacks an Iraq from its territory. 
Bahraini Information Minister 
Mohammad Ibrahim Al Mutawa 
announced Tuesday. 

The dedsioa leaves Kuwait as 
the sale Gull' Arab country to 
openly support U.S. threats to 
strike Iraq if it rails to grant 
unconditional access to UN. 
weapons inspectors. 

"Bahrain believes in the need 
for a diplomatic solution to the 
crisis between Iraq” and the 
UNSCOM. in charge of its dis- 
armament, Mr. Mutawa said. 

He said fee Gulf emirate, fol- 
lowing the example of its influ- 
ential neighbour Saudi Arabia, 
lias not given its authorisation 
for its temtocy to be used for any 
military action against Iraq.” 


Prince Hassan departs 
for talks in U.K., France 


AMMAN < Petra.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Tuesday left 
for working visits to Britain 
and France where he will hold 
talks wife government leaders 
on current efforts to find a 
diplomatic solution for the 
Iraq- U.N. crisis and to help 
remove obstacles in the path 
of the .Arab- Israeli peace 
process. 

In London, Prince Hassan is 
scheduled to nvect British For- 
eign Secretary Robin Cook, 
whose country is fee .current 
president of the European 
Union, to discuss wavs to 
contain the Iraqi- U.N. crisis 
and ward off a military strike 
that could bring about further 
suffering u> the - Iraqi people. 


In Paris, Prince Hassan is 
expected to hold talks wife 
French President Jacques 
Otirar, Prime Minister Lionel 
Jospin and Foreign Minister 
Hubert Vedrine on the Iraqi 
crisis and diplomatic solu- 
tions for the problem. 

Prince Hassan ’s talks wife 
the French government will 
also focus on the Middle East 
peace process and efforts to 
give momentum to efforts 
aimed for a just and compre- 
hensive peace. 

Prince Hassan ’s visits are in 
the course of His Majesty 
King Hussein’s ongoing 
efforts and Jordanian inten- 
sive contacts with different 
nations to dduse the Iraqi cri- 
sis in a manner that would 


secure the lull implementa- 
tion of U.N. resolutions and 
offer the Iraqi people hope 
that there is a light at the end 
of the tunnel. 

Prince Hassan will also dis- 
cuss with British and French 
officials bilateral relations 
wife each of fee two countries 

Prince Hassan was seen off 
al the airport by Their Royal 
Highnesses Princes Abdullah 
and Faisal, Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali. speakers 
of Parliament, Chief of the 
Royal Courr Awn Kha- 
sawneh. Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’ad Ben Zeid, 
Prince Ali Ben Nuyef and 
other officials in addition to 
the British and French ambas- 
sadors to Jordan. 


Jordan must raise GDP growth to 
over 8 % to prevent unemployment 
from rising — World Bank official 


By Samir Gbawi 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's econo- 
my should grow by eight per 
cent to ensure that the unem- 
pIojTTienr rate does not rise, a 
senior World Bank official 
said Tuesday. 

According to John MacGre- 
gor. World Bank country offi- 
cer for Jordan, the labour force 
is growing at 3.4 per cent 
annually, and if the laetor of 
women entering fee workforce 
is to be taken Into considera- 
tion, the rale goes up to as high 
as five per cent. 

To accommodate this 
growth, the gross domestic 
product tGDP) should grow at 
no less than eight percent” Mn 
MacGregor said during a sem- 
inar held by Jcimionc Net- 
work, a project launched by 
the European Union tEU) lo 
upgrade media performance in 
the Middle Easr since 1993. 

Mr. MacGregor saw stability 
as the platform on which Jor- 


dan’s economic prosperity and 
progress lies. He singled sta- 
bility as the major and main 
concern that threatens fee eco- 
nomic success that the King- 
dom has attained over the past 
lew years. 

The senior World Bank offi- 
cial admitted that fee small 
size of Jordan could be a detri- 
ment to large-scale companies 
seeking to set up business in 
the region but he pointed out 
that Jonian should be seen as a 
base from which foreign 
investors can expand in fee 
region. 

Asked why Jordan should 
join the Woiid Trade Organi- 
sation (WTO), sign a partner- 
ship agreement with the ELI 
and adopt other international 
measures and refrain from 
adopting a worldwide system 
of tying wages to inflation, Mr 
MacGregor said feat such a 
link would be disastrous for 
fee country. He did not elabo- 
rate but he was understood by 
analysts to be referring to fee 


PNA says new U.S. 
on peace expected 


large number of workers that 
the state employs. 

Mr. MacGregor admitted 
that the distribution of wealth 
in Jordan was not balanced but 
hoped such an imbalance 
would be rectified in the 
future. 

He refused to admit that the 
economic reform in the King- 
dom was a total success until 
there is feedback declaring the 
man in the street is benefiting 
from reform. “Were begin- 
ning to get positive signals,” he 
indicated. 

The seminar, coordinated 
with the World Bank, was 
launched by Jerostone Direc- 
tor Tudor Lomas on Saturday 
and is being attended by 
around 20 participants from 
various Mideast countries. 

Participants will be leaving 
Wednesday to Aqaba to take a 
close look at the area designat- 
ed as a free zone before clos- 
ing fee seminar on Thursday. 

initiative 


soon 


RAMALLAH < AFP) — 
Palestinians said Tuesday 
they expect Washington to 
present a new plan to revive 
fee stalled peace process 
with Israel, amid reports of 
top-level secret meetings 
between the two sides. 

“The .Americans told us 
today that fee American 
peace team will today pre- 
sent (U.S. Secretary of State) 
Madeleine Albright with the 
official American initiative to 
resume fee peace process” 
said chief Palestinian nego- 
tiator Saeb Erekat 

"We hope fear the Ameri- 
can administration will base 
its initiative on the basis of 
signed peace agreements,” 
he said in Ramallah. where 
the Palestinian Legislative 
Council was meeting. 

Mr. Erekat said he did not 
have details of the U.S. pro- 
posal by the team led by U.S. 
Middle East special envoy 
Dennis Ross, but added that 
he was told by the U.S. offi- 
cials it would be announced 
within two weeks. 

Israeli media reported 
Tuesday that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu held secret talks 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat’s close aides in 
a bid to revive peace talks as 
Washington steps up the 
pressure for progress after 1 1 
months of deadlock. 

Mr. Netanyahu held a 
lengthy meeting wife Mah- 
moud Abbas and Palestinian 
Legislative Council Chair- 


man Ahmad Konri at his 
Jerusalem residence, Yediot 
Aharonot newspaper report- 
ed 

“Recently there has been a 
secret channel for talks 
between Netanyahu and his 
assistants and several high 
officials in the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
who act with Mr. Axafai’s 
cognisance,” the paper said. 

It said U.S. President Bill 
Clinton's administration has 
told both sides that "should 
Israel and the Palestinians 
not reach an agreement with- 
in a week or two. the Ameri- 
cans will come out with a 
plan of their own for the ter- 
ritories,” Yediot said. 

Asked about the contacts. 
Mr. Netanyahu told Israel 
Radio: “I'm not in the habit 
of divulging information 
about such contacts but it is 
obvious lhai Israel is sparing 
no effort to cry to promote 
peace wife fee Palestinians.” 

Israeli officials believe the 
United States wants rapid 
progress in the peace process 
in a bid to rally Arab support 
for a threatened U.S. attack 
against Iraq over fee U.N. 
weapons inspections crisis. 

Negotiations have been 
deadlocked since mid-March 
mainly because of Israel's 
settlement drive in the occu- 
pied territories and its refusal 
to cany out scheduled troop 
withdrawals from the West 
Bank. 

Washington has proposed a 
siep-by-step pullback from 


1 2 per cent of the West Bank, 
but the Palestinians have 
refused fee plan, while Israel 
insists any further with- 
drawals must be accompa- 
nied by Palestinian action to 
crack dow*n on anti-Israeli 
militants. 

Chief Israeli negotiator 
Danny Naveh is due to meet 
Ml Erekat on Wednesday, in 
the presence of U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Israel Ned Walker, 
Israeli officials sard. 

The meeting follows talks 
between Mr. Naveh and Mr. 
Erekar at the U.S. State 
Department last week, which 
failed to produce any con- 
crete progress, a result fee 
Palestinian cabinet blamed 
on “Israeli intransigence.” 

Mohammad Zavda. 
spokesman for fee Arab- 
Israeti party United Arab 
List, said Mr. Netanyahu had 
asked the party to sent a ver- 
bal message to Mr. Arafat 
indicating “his willingness to 
forge ahead with an accord, 
particularly at the level of the 
joint fsrael-Paiestinian com- 
mmittees.” 

The joint committees are 
tasked wife implementing 
technical aspects of the 
autonomy accords including 
the opening of an airport and 
seaport in the Gaza Strip and 
the creation of a safe passage 
corridor between fee West 
Bank and Gaza. 
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South Lebanon truce panel meets 
to review complaints of violations 


NAQOURA (AFP) — The 
international committee 
monitoring a truce in south 
Lebanon met here Tuesday 
to consider complaints of 
alleged ceasefire violations 
filed by Lebanon and Israel. 

The panel convened at the 
headquarters of the U.N. 
peacekeeping force in this 
town near the Israeli border, 
sources close to the 
Lebanese delegation said. 

Lebanon filed three com- 
plaints over Israeli shelling 
since Friday, which wound- 


ed one Lebanese civilian 
and damaged several hous- 
es, as well as the dynamit- 
ing of a house in south 
Lebanon by the Israeli 
army. 

Israel lodged four com- 
plaints over Katyusha rock- 
ets which slammed Satur- 
day inro the Galilee pan- 
handle in northern Israel 
and the buffer zone occu- 
pied by Israel in south 
Lebanon. where five 
Lebanese civilians were 
wounded. 


The Israeli complaints 
also concerned the detona- 
tion of a roadside bomb at 
the Kfar Houna crossing at 
the edge of the border area 
on Sunday which left one 
Lebanese civilian wounded. 

The international com- 
mittee monitoring the April 
1 996 ceasefire agreement is 
composed of representa- 
tives from France. Israel, 
Lebanon, Syria, and the 
United States. 

Under the terms of the 
accord, Israel and the Shiite 


Muslim Hizbollah militia 
agreed to avoid attacking 
civilians on either side of 
the border or launch attacks 
from civilian-inhabited 
areas. 

Hizbollah spearheads the 
guerrilla war to oust Israel 
from the occupied border 
zone in southern Lebanon 
which Israel set up in 1985 
to protect its northern terri- 
tories from cross-border 
attack. 


Algerian security forces kill 
more than 80 extremists 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Alger- 
ian security forces have 
killed more than SO armed 
Islamists in a series of oper- 
ations over the past three 
days, press reports said 
Tuesday. 

The main focus of the 
security sweeps was the 


CAIRO (AFP) — Four 
Islamists from the Egyptian 
Gam an Islamiya armed 
group were hanged Tues- 
day. police said. 

Hossam Mohammad 
Khamis Nueir. Ahmad 
Abdul Fattah Al Sayyed. 
Mohammad Mustafa Ismail 
and Mohammad Fawzi 
Ibrahim were executed at 


BETHLEHEM fR) — Hun- 
dreds of Palestinian students 
marched in support of Iraq in 
the West Bank town of Bethle- 
hem Tuesday in defiance of a 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) ban. 

“Oh Saddam our dear, hit 
Tel Aviv. Oh Saddam our dear, 
hit with chemicals about 900 
university students and 
schoolchildren chanted. 

The students burned the 
U.S. and Israeli flags, shout- 
ing “Death to America, death 
to Israel.” 

Witnesses said dozens of 
Palestinians police armed with 
AK-47 assault rifles erected 
metal barriers to prevent them 
from marching to Rachel’s 
Tomb. The shrine, guarded by 
Israeli soldiers, has been the 
scene of clashes in the past. 

The witnesses said Israel 
had increased the number of 
soldiers at the tomb on Tues- 
day. 

Israeli troops wounded 14 
.Arabs, including three police- 
men, in Bethlehem last week 
during another pro- Iraq march 


area around the towns of 
Tlemcen, Sidi Belabes and 
Saida — all west of Algiers 
— where some 69 extrem- 
ists were shot dead, the 
reports said. 

The area has witnessed 
brutal massacres of civil- 
ians by suspected Islamists, 


dawn at a prison in Cairo, 
said police. 

They were all sentenced 
to death on SepL 15 last 
year by a military court at 
Huckstep. north of Cairo, 
for their involvement in a 
series of armed attacks in 
1994 and 1995 — including 
the murder of an anti-terror- 
ism general. 


when they opened fixe with 
' rubber-coated metal bullets: 

"Join us in our demonstra- 
tion for precious Iraq. Enough 
sanctions, enough starvation," 
the students shouted Tuesday. 

Ghazi Al Jabali, the PNA 
police chief in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, banned pro- 
Iraqi demonstrations after 
Palestinian marchers urged 
President Saddam Husssein to 
launch missiles at Israel in 
several large demonstrations. 

‘Ghazi Jabali. you’re a cow- 
* ard and an agent of the Amer- 
icans.” the schoolchildren 
chanted. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
seized on the protests to ques- 
tion the Palestinian commit- 
ment to peace with the Jewish 
state. 

Bethlehem University offi- 
cials had tried to press the stu- 
dents to cancel the march after 
Israel's military chief in the 
West Bank town urged his 
Palestinian counterpart to ban 
it to avoid clashes with Israeli 
soldiers. 


the most recent on Satur- 
day, when 29 people were 
killed in Tamesna, near 
Saida. 

Another 12 armed mili- 
tants were killed in four 
separate clashes with secu- 
rity forces outside Algiers. 


Ibrahim was alleged to be 
the leader of the Gamaa in 
Suez, and had already been 
sentenced to death in anoth- 
er trial in 1995. 

More than 100 people 
have been sentenced to 
death by Egyptian military 
and high state security 
courts since 1992 and more 
than 60 have been executed. 


“Do not be upset Iraq, we 
will be yoar guerrillas if you 
want," the students shouted. 

Some held pro-Iraqi banners 
reading "Save Iraqi children." 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat and PNA officials have 
urged Iraq to comply with 
U.N. resolutions on weapons 
inspections but have also said 
they oppose a UJS. strike on 
Baghdad. 

A poll released on Monday 
showed most Palestinians sup- 
ported Iraq because they sym- 
pathised with ordinary Iraqis 
and rejected U.S. policy in the 
region. 

About two-thirds of Pales- 
tinians polled said they 
expected the United States to 
attack Iraq. Nearly SO per cent 
said they would support ao 
Iraqi missile attack on Israel in 
the case of a U.S. strike. 

The United States and 
Britain have threatened to 
strike Iraq if it does not give 
U.N. weapons inspectors 
access to sites suspected of 
containing materials for 
weapons of mass destruction. 


Palestinian 
council 
urges Iraq 
to abide 
by U.N. 
resolutions 

RAMALLAH (AFP) — The 
Palestinian Legislative Council 
Tuesday called on Iraq to abide 
by U.N. resolutions on disarma- 
ment but said die crisis should be 
resolved without recourse to mil- 
itary action. 

“We warn against the conse- 
quences of resorting to a military 
option, which will threaten the 
whole area and stability in gener- 
al, and the peace process in par- 
ticular.' 1 the council said in a 
statement alter a special session 
on the four-month standoff over 
UN. weapons inspections in 
Iraq. 

“We also call on all countries 
and the permanent members of 
the Security Council not to give 
legitimacy to a strike on Iraq ” it 
said. 

The United States has warned 
it will launch air strikes if Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein fails 
to give UN. inspectors full and 
unfettered access to sites suspect- 
ed of housing banned weapons. 

Palestinian Legislative Council 
Chairman Ahmmad Kona told 
reporters afterwards that the body 
called on Iraq to implement the 
Security Council resolutions, but 
added that “everybody else 

should do so too.” in a reference 
to Israel. 

The council said it called on the 
US. and die international com- 
munity “to firmly implement the 
resolutions concerning the Pales- 
tinian issue.” 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat said on Monday he had 
sent two letters to President Hus- 
sein. urging him to obey die UN. 
resolutions but expressing hope 
for a peaceful solution. 

The Palestinians, who openly 
backed Iraq during the 1 991 Gulf 
war. have accused the United 
States of being tough against 
President Hussein while failing to 
pressure Israel to implement 
US.-bacted peace accords. 


Four Egyptian militants executed 


Palestinian students march in 
support of Iraq, burn flags 



DESTROYED WITHOUT COURT ORDER: Palestinian Anwar Nabulst standing Tuesday in Ins partly demol- , 
ished house in an east Jerusalem neighbourhood, displays a court order to stop the demolition becaus e the case 
was still pending in the courts. Israeli municipality workers with heavy police protection started to destroy the . 
house before they were stopped by Mr. Nabnlsi who came back with the order (AFP photo) - 


Syria opposed to any partition of Iraq 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syri- 
an Foreign Minister Farouk Al 
Sharaa said in remarks pub- 
lished Tuesday that Syria 
would oppose any partition of 
Iraq as the result of a U.S. mil- 
itary strike on the country. 

"Syria has always opposed a 
partition of Iraq and has also 
supported the territorial 
integrity and unity of its peo- 
ple." Syrian newspapers quot- 
ed the foreign minister as say- 
ing. 


He condemned a threatened 
U.S. strike on Iraq as “illegal" 
and said it would “not serve 
the interests of the United 
States but only those of 
Israel.” 

The United States and 
Britain have threatened to use 
force agains t Iraq unless it 
opens presidential palaces 
suspected of harbouring 
weapons of mass destruction 
to UN. arms inspectors. 

Syria took part in the multi- 


national force that ejected 
Iraqi forces from Kuwait in 
1991. but Mr. Sharaa said tire 
situation now was “different" 
as the dispute merely con- 
cerned the make-up of UN. 
inspection teams ard not the 
invasion of another country. 

Arab diplomatic sources 
here said Syria was concerned 
about the “anarchy or confu- 
sion” that would be caused by 
a U.S. attack, and was particu- 
larly worried a Kurdish state 


may be setup in northern Iraq. 

Syrian leaders also believe 
that any attack would effec- 
tively end the Arab-Isradi 
peace process and damage 
American interests in- the y 
region, said the sources. 

The newspaper of the ruling - 
Ba'ath Party. Al Baath, on- 
Tuesday described American 
threats of military action - . 
against Iraq as "at the voy ■■ 
least obstinate, iiKompreben- 
sible and totally unjustified.” 


Israel it has no hostile intentions — report 


Iran reassures 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Iran > 
has reassured Israel that it* 
has no hostile intentions 
towards the Jewish state 
after... accusations., against 
Tehran by Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, a 
newspaper said Tuesday. 

“Iran is not Iraq and would 
never attack Israel." Ahmad 
Jalali, Iranian ambassador to 
UNESCO, said in a secret 
meeting Monday with Israeli 


Chief Rabbi Eliahu Bakshi- 
Doron, according to the 
Yediot Aharonot newspaper. 

Mr. Jalili met Mr. Bakshi- 
Doran, who emigrated to. 
Israel from Iran, at an 
international conference in 
Morocco of Muslim, Jewish 
and Christian leaders. 

Mr. Netanyahu has repeat- 
edly said that Iran is as much 
a threat as Iraq, and on Sun- 
day accused the Islamic 


Republic of developing 
“ballistic missiles, biologi- 
cal weapons and nuclear 
weapons without any inter- 
ference." 

Mr. Bakshi-Doron also 
met late into the night Mon- 
day with Morocco's King 
Hassan D to ask him to use 
his influence to help bring 
progress in the stalled peace 
talks between Israel and the 
Palestinians. Yediot said. 


As a moderate Arab coun- 
try in favour of warm Israeli- V 
Arab ties, Morocco has . an. £ 
interests office in Tel Aviv;;- 
But since Mr. Netanyahus^, 
rose to power in May 1996, .;' 
Morocco has not sent any>. 
ministers to Israel in a dis-jl* 
play of its displeasure over-- 
his right-wing policies that-- 
Arabs say have stalled thr ; 
peace process. 
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Rafsanjani to make landmark visit to Saudi 
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RIYADH (Rj — Iran's former 
President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani will visit Saudi 
Arabia this week in another 
sign of closer ties between the 
Gulfs two heavyweights, an 
Iranian diplomat said Tues- 
day. 

“He [Rafsanjani] is coming 
from Saturday for 10 days. It 
is an official visit,” said 
Khamis Safi, first secretary at 
the Iranian embassy in 
Riyadh. “Discussions will 
centre on mutual ties," he said, 
but declined to elaborate. 

Mr. Safi said Mr. Rafsanjani 
— who heads Iran's powerful 


policy-making expediency 
counril — will be accompa- 
nied by Oil Minister Bijan 
Namdar Zanganeh and Cul- 
ture and Islamic Guidance 
Minister Ayatollah Moha- 
jerani. 

He said Mr. Rafsanjani 
would meet Saudi King Fahd, 
Crown Prince Abdullah and 
Defence Minister Prince Sul- 
tan. He would also perform a 
minor pilgrimage to the Holy 
City of Mecca. 

Relations between Tehran 
and Riyadh, two of the 
world's top oil producers, 
have been tense since Shiite 


Islamist clergymen toppled 
the Iranian monarchy in 1979. 

Diplomatic relations were 
severed from 198§ to 1991 
after more than 400 people, 
mostly Iranians, died in riots 
during the annual pilgrimage 
to Mecca. 

They were restored after the 
1991 Gulf war, in which Iran 
remained neutral over Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait, and have 
warmed further since the elec- 
tion in May of Mr. Ratsan- 
jani's successor, Mohammad 
Khatami, seen as a moderate 
cleric keen on improving his 
country's relations with its 


neighbours. 

Saudi Arabia remains, the 
main ally of the United Stifles 
in the Gulf, while Washington - 
has sought to isolate the 
Islamic Republic, dunging it 
with sponsoring mteroational 
lenorism, threatening the 
Middle East peace process 
and developing weapons of 
mass destruction. Iran denies 
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the charges. ' ' 

Senior Gulf sources say" the 
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growing role of King FahcFs 
designated heir, Prince AbduK 
I ah. in Saudi foreign affairs 
had led Riyadh to edge closer 
to Tehran. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

16:10 Mr. Bogus 

16:30 French Cartoon Rims 

17:00 Ashuaia 

18:00 Children's Programme 
— The Finder 

18:30 Drama — Neighbours 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Doc. — E=M6 

19:30 News headlines 

19:35 Campus Cops 

20:00 Hollywood Remembers 
21:10 ....Drama — Kung Fu 

22:00 News in English 

22 ‘-30 Mini-series — The 
Beast (Pc II) 

22:59 Country Music 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:54 

Fajr 

06:12 


11:50 


14:58 


17:27 


18:45 



CHURCHES 


Maty of Nazareth 
■ch Sweifieb, Tel. 810740 
tnblies of God Church 

132785. 

iseph Church Tel. 624590 
?b of the Annunciation 
137440. 


De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Churdi Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International 

Church Tel. 5516245 
Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 68S404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 81 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 6141 90. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
A cold air mass is expected to 
affect the Kingdom today and 
last until Friday. Clouds will 
build up and rain will fall over 
all areas. Winds will be west- 
erly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, skies will be partly 
cloudy, winds notherly moder- 


ate becoming southerly mod- 
erate in the afternoon, and seas 
rough. 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman 04/14 

Aqaba 10/21 

Deserts 03/15 

Jordan Valley 09/20 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 15, Aqaba 21 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 38 per 
cent. Aqaba S5 percent 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. AfifShukri 898863 

Dr. Nidal DabJeh S27I95 

Dr. Yousef Naser 751 144 

Dr. Hanna Mansonr ...750197 

Firas pharmacy J66I912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

Al A$ema pharmacy 637055 

Al Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy .. — 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. MazenAbnBakir -.278770 

Al Quds pharmacy — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef HaraaUah ...988075 
Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 


Food Control Centre .6371 1 1 
ChU Defence Department 
5661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 
Civil Defence Emergency 1 99 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 61710! 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints ....5605800 

Price Complaints 566) 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 

787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
566110! 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority .5680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 44- 
53200 


Queen Alia Inti. Airport 44- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
SI 38 1 3/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 64244 1 fl 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 5669131 
University Hospital S45S45 
ALMuasher Hospital 5667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali 5666126/37 
Al-Ahli, Abdali ....3664164/6 
Italian, Al-Muhajreen777 10 i/3 

Al-Bashir, .775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
5602240/50 

Amal Hospital. 5674 1 55 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 


[02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia Internationa) Air- 
port Tel. (44)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 44 
(52700) or 44(53250). 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:25 Damascus (RJ) 

08:05 Lamaca (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
15:00 New York. Amsterdam ( RJ) 

18:10 London, Berlin (RJ) 

18:25 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

18:45 Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

19:15 -Madrid, Istanbul (RJ) 

19:25 RometRJ) 

23:10 Beirut (RJ) 

00:05 -...Cairo (RJ) 


Other Flights 

05:50 Bucharest (RO) 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

10:15 Doha, Al Hudaidah (1Y) 

10:30 Jeddah (SV) 

10:50 Kuwait (KLO 

13:10 Tunis (TU) 

13:25 Doha. Abu Dhabi (GF) 
13:45 ....Khartoum (add) (RJi 

13 :50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

15:05 Vienna tOS ) 

15:30 Algiers (AH) 

16:05 Karachi, Abu Dhabi fPK) 

20=10 Beirut (ME) 

21:10 ...Paris, Damascus (AF) 

22:30 Athens (OA ) 

23:15 London (BA) 

23:30 ....London. Beirut (BA) 
23:35 Amsterdam (KL> 

Royal Wings (RW) 

07:45 Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 ..Amman fQAJA) (RW) 
09:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

17:20 Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 ..Amman IQA1A) (RW) 

2!:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

08:25 .....Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

09:30 Istanbul, Rome (RJ i 

10:40 Berlin, London (RJ) 

19:35 Beirut (Rjj 

20:00 Colombo (RJ) 

20:15 Bombay (RJ) 


20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20:30 . Riyadh, DhahmnURJ) 

20 JO New Delhi (RJ) 

21:00 Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

21:00 Cairo (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai, Muscat (RJ)^ 

00:55 ...Sanaa (RJ) 




Other Flights 

00:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

01:55 .Bucharest! 

06:35 Lamaca (CY)^ 

08:00 3eirut(M^) 

08:25 London (BA) 

10:30 Qdro'IMSJ 

11:15 Al Hudaidah, Aden (IY) 

12:00 Kuwait (KU) 

12-.00 Jeddah (SV) 

14:10 .‘....Tunis (TU) 

14:20 Shariqah (AH)‘ 

15:15 ..Bahrain, Muscat (GF). 

15:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

15:30 .Doha (QR) , 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

19:30 Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 
23:55 ..Damascus, Paris (AF). 


frS 


has- 


Royal Wings (RW) . 

06:45 Amman (Marka Ait-- 

portXRW.) 

08:15 .Aqaba’ (RW) 

09:30 .Amman (QAlA)(RW)r || 
16:45 ....Amman (Maik* Ailjg 
port) fRW) 

17:55 ............Tel AviV 

20:30 Amman I.QAIA) 

21:50 .Aqaba (R 1 
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PPD chief rejects claims of 
publications confiscation, 
arbitrary enforcement of law 
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By Ahmad Khuzib 

Spcritil in the Jordan limi t 

AMMAN — Sixty lawsuits 
have been filed against 
local newspapers in the past 
three years on political, 
moral, personal and legal 
grounds, according tu Bilal 
Tal. head of the Press and 
Publications Dcpanmcm 
tPPDj. 

Mr. Tal. in a recent inter- 
view with the Jordan 
Times, rejected claims that 
the PPD had seized dozens 
uf issues of foreign and 
Arab newspapers as pan uf 
censorship rules lightened 
by the H -month-old gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister. 
A bdul Salam Majali. 

The former government 
of Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabarili. replaced in 
March, lifted decades-old 
rules authorising the entry 
of foreign publications only 
after PPD censors rev iewed 
them. 

There is no absolute 
control over Jordanian 
newspapers.* - Mr. Tal said. 
“Those papers that violate 
the Press and Publications 
Law can be sued by indi- 
viduals or the government 
through the PPD." 

“■The court is the final 
judge in such cases." said 
Mr. Tal, who assumed his 
position in October 1997. 

Opponents have said the 
government's stake in the 
equity of four daily news- 
papers has limited their 
coverage. leav ing room for 
a dozen weeklies to become 
tabloids vocal in tackling 
corruption and expressing 
popular discontent with 
Jordan's 1994 peace treaty 
with Israel. 

Mr. Tal also said the PPD. 
an independent body work- 
ing under the umbrella of 
the Ministry of Informa- 
tion, does not discriminate 
between local or foreign 
media in the application of 
the 1993 Press and Publica- 
tions Law. 

Many Jordanian corre- 
spondents of foreign news- 
papers have long com- 
plained of double standards 


enforced h\ the PPD on 
coverage of .«cnMti\c local 
issues. They sjul that while 
the PPD Was not taking 
action against most local 
correspondents. it wax 
always harassing Jot daman 
journalists working for for- 
eign media. 

“The PPD's law does not 
discriminate between local. 
Arab, and foreign media, 
who arc treated equally 
w hen it conics tu w hat they 
are not allowed tu do," said 
Mr. Tal 

"Most of the hi) lawsuits 
that were filed over the Iasi 
three years 'Acre on mural 
and personal grounds." he 
added. "Few of them were 
on political grounds." 

"A newspaper's level of 
professionalism is the stan- 
dard we apply in our deal- 
ings." Mr. Tal said. "Objec- 
tive and professional new s- 
papers know what to pub- 
lish without harming any 
party and the law respects 
such newspapers." 

Mr. Tal said that in many 
instances. Jordanians work- 
ing fur foreign newspapers 
exaggerated. "In one 
instance, one of them 
claimed that the PPD had 
seized 25 issues of a news- 
paper in one month but our 
official records showed thar 
only I J copies uf thai daily 
were seized during one 
year." 

He said Jordan, unlike 
other Arab countries, did 
not impose censorship on 
the Internet because it did 
not have the means to do 
so. 

"According to the law. 
censoring audio and video 
products is one of our 
responsibilities." he said. 
"Bui we do not possess the 
means to do so and there is 
no cooperation between us 
and the Jordan Telecommu- 
nications Corporation 
iJTCi." 

Mr. Tal denied claims that 
the PPD had closed down 
any of the country 's 534 
presses. 

He also stressed the need 
for introducing a new press 
law that guarantees profes- 


sion.!! behaviour after the 
High Court last month 
revoked tough government 
amendments to the 19»i3 
legislation. 

The amendments, intro- 
duced in May while Parlia- 
ment was in lecess. were 
w idely criticised as a threat 
to public freedom. 

“I believe we have to go 
back to the core issue of the 
case which is the impor- 
tance of organising the 
media corps through a 
modern law that covers all 
gaps." .Mr. Tal said. 

"Nothing should prevent 
the government from intro- 
ducing such a law. especial- 
ly since the recent decision 
of the High Court did not 
cancel or discuss the 
essence of the new press 
regulations." 

According to the constitu- 
tion. the Lower House must 
first return the amended 
draft press law tu the gov- 
ernment he fore the Council 
of Ministers can issue a 
new draft legislation. 

The government said in 
May that the tough amend- 
ments. which forced 13 
weeklies to stop operation, 
were needed H> ensure that 
journalists act responsibly 
in the service of the coun- 
try* 

The PPD, established in 
1927, supervises nearly 
4.134 media foundations in 
the Kingdom, including 
printing houses, shops rent- 
ing video cassettes. Internet 
cafes and advertising agen- 
cies. 

(is department monitoring 
the entry of films, videos 
and laser discs gave permis- 
sion for the entry of over 
7I.IXJI) such products in 
1997. 

The legal at fairs section 
also authorised the publica- 
tion of nearly 25,(KK) news- 
papers and mug a/ i tics dur- 
ing the same year. 

In addition, the depart- 
ment issued I hi) books doc- 
umenting various aspects of 
Jordan's political and social 
life. 


what’s going on 


PLAY 

* Children's play "A Theatre Dream" at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at 10:00 a.m. 
(daily until Feb. 2 1 i. 

lecture 

* "Rafael Alberti and AI Mulamid ol 
Seville; Two Poets of ihc Exile" fin Arabic j 
by Dr. Yunes Shunwan at Institute kcr- 
vantes, Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.ni. 

FILMS 

* Children's film "The Three Little 

al the British Council, Jabal Amman at 3,tx 

p.m. , . ... 

* Children's film "Treasure Island at 
institute Cervantes. Jabal .Amman on Thurs- 
day. Feb. 1 9 at 4. -00 p.m and 6:00 p.m. 

* Tmpressionisme, le'oriaines ’ ar Darat 

AI Funun. Jabal Weibdeh on Thursday. Feb. 
1 9 at 5:30 p.m. 


■''German film "Fill lliehendes Pferd" 
(with subtitles in English/ at Goethe- Ins! i- 
lut. Jahal Amman at 5:30 p.m. 

! "Pinky" at the American Center. 
Abduuii on Thursday. Feb. 19 at 5:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

■<■ Paintings bv Sudanese artist Salah AI 
Muir at Baladnu Art Gallery. Gardens 
Street, until Feb. 23. 

*■ private collection of Mamdouh B Miami 
entitled "A Vision. An Identity" at Daral AI 
Funun. Jabal Weibdeh, until March 5 tTcf. 
t4325 1 ). Also displaying works by contem- 
porary Arab artists — ‘Ihc New Collec- 
tion." ^ 

’> “History of Cartoon Drawings at the 
French Cultural Centre, Jabal Weibdeh, 
until Feb. 2b. 

•i Works by about a hundred artists Iroffl 
Iraq. Svria. Sudan. Lebanon and Jordan at 
Hammurabi An Gallery. Gardens Street, 
until Feb. 20 (Tel. 553WWS). 


King conveys wishes for abused child’s recovery 


AMMAN (J T. » - His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Tuesday delegated Chief 
Chamberlain Prince R.u! 
Ben Zetd to visit Mu'- 
lasseni Yasser Ahbadi, the 
child who last Saturday was 
brutally injured m a myste- 
rious attack in the Wadi 
Seer district. 

The seven-year-old child, 
wax reported to have been 
kidnapped while on his way 
to school by a man who 
drove him to a descried 
area, cut oft ins penis, and 


Concert 
held to 
raise funds 
for cancer 
patients 

By Ahmed Nuscr 

.*>/'»•, i.i/ h> i hr JtuiLm 77 /mi ^ 

AMMAN — Nearly UHi 
Jordanians turned out Mon- 
day at a charity conccn by 
an American Viduntecr to 
help i hi 'iisa mix uf cancer 
patients in need of treji- 
nient. 

The concert, held at 
Books*?* Cate, materialised 
mil of an initialise by h\c 
women social .icttviMs — 
Aida Dabbas, Khutmid 
Abdo, Sonia Twal. Molly 
D.i\ ies and Dina Ra’ad — 
to help cancer patients. 

Tickets cost JD5, but con- 
cert goers also placed wlona- I 
lions in a special box. 

Sungwriter and musician 
Danny Beal volunteered his 
.services for free to support 
wlial he called a wunhy 
cause. The musician, who 
has played ar clubs in Den- 
mark. Sweden and Norway, 
is married to Ms. Davies, 
one of the organisers. 

Many Jordanians are 
alarmed by the number of 
cancer cases in the country, 
w hich has yet to come out 
with studies on the magni- 
tude of the disease. 

The concert coincided 
with broad-based efforts 
launched in April 1997 by 
Al Antal Centre for cancer 
treatment, the country’s 
only specialised centre, as 
part of a collective national 
effort backed by Their 
Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor. 

The centre is struggling to 
assen its role in fighting 
cancer in Jordan, said Ms. 
Ra’ad. public relations 
manager at Ai Amul and 
one of the concert’s organ- 
isers. 

“His Majesty has shown 
his support by issuing a 
Royal Decree establishing a 
hoard of trustees, chaired 
by Her 1 Majesty Queen 
Noor. who has been an avid 
supporter all through the 
way." she told the Jordan 
Times. 

Nevertheless, the Min- 
istry of Health, which is 
responsible lor the treat- 
ment costs of those Jordani- 
ans who have public health 
insurance, prefers to refer 
patients to regukir private 
and government hospitals, 
not to the centre, said Ms. 
Ra'ad. 

Some cancer activists 
have complained that the 
government was not doing 
enough to support cancer 
research and treatment. 

A proposed law that 
vvuuld add a tax of 20 tils to 
every pack of cigarettes has 
been awaiting endorsement 
by Parliament since 1993. 
Revenues from such a lax 
would fund cancer preven- 
tion and treatment at Al 
Ainal. 

Nationals and foreign res- 
idents can ensure that they 
have a safeguard against the 
high cost of cancer treat- 
ment by enrolling in Al 
Ainal's Health Care Pro- 
gramme for ail annual sum 
of at least JDK). 

The concert was covered 
by the Middle East Broad- 
casting Corporation (MBC) 
television. Sponsors for the 
charity benefit included 
Music Box, Phoenicia 
Priming Press and Freddy 
for Music, as well as 
Books y 1 Cafe, who provid- 
ed the premises for free. 


then drove him back to 
school. 

Dcputv Aliifud Oh eidi 
Ahhadi had urged the gi*\- 
crnmcni u» imensjfj ns 
investigations and appre- 
hend the assailant, noting 
that the child's parents 
reported that the abductor 
also slashed the bov \ neck 
and poured kerosene on his 
hod) in an attempt to set 
him alight. 

Deputy Ahbadi. who was 
speaking during a regular 
Parliament session Sundav. 


called on the govern men: *.o 
provide the child with die 
needed medical assistance, 
even if he had to be uea'.cd 
abroad 

The child who. underwent 
surgery at King Husiein 
Medical Centre, w as report- 
ed to be »n a stable condi- 
tion and Dr. Abbadi called 
on Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali to waive the 
JDt.UUO fee which ihe 
child’s family owes TO the 
hospital. 

Acting upiin directives 


from the King. Prince Ru'd 
visited the child at the hos- 
pital and conveyed Ihe 
King's wishes for recovery. 

The child's uncle told the 
Jordan Times that Mu'- 
taviem has been removed 
from the intensive care unit 
n» the paediatric surgery 
wing and according ro his 
doctors, he will stay in hos- 
pital for at least one mure 
week. 

Asked about (he cost of 
treatment, (he uncle said the 
hospital had demanded that 


JDI.UU0 be paid in advance 
but they consented to pro- 
vide treatment without the 
advance payment. He said 
the child's father, who is 
pi tor and cannot cover the 
cost of treatment, had 
raised the question with 
Prince Ra'd. who promised 
to raise the question of pay- 
nient with the concerned 
authorities. 

According to the child's 
family, the police are still 
investigating the case and 
searching for the assailant. 


Deputies pay inspection tour to orphanage 


AMMAN iJ.T.i — A group 
of nine deputies from ihc 
Lower House of Par!i,*.meni 
Tuesday visited A I Hus-sein 
Welfare Institution iHWli 
and inspected the services 
iifJcred to ihc orphaned and 
homeless children th rre. 

The institution witnessed 
a drastic improvement of 
services for the children 
nearly a year ago uputt the 
directives of His Majesty 
King Hussein, w hi? had vis- 
ited the institution and 
expressed his dissatisfac- 
tion wuh the level or scr- 
v ices and care ottered lo the 
children. 

The King later ordereJ 
that A I H.ishcmieh Palace 


be turned over to the Min- 
istry of Social Development 
to house orphaned children. 

During their \ isit. the Par- 
liament members listened 
to a briefing on the 
improvement*, by Minister 
ul" Social Development 
Mohammad Kheir Mamser. 
who haJ extended tile invi- 
tation n i the deputies to see 
the current situation for 
themselves. 

Dr. Mamser -aid plans 
have been adopted either to 
improve the conditions of 
all the social institutions in 
ihe country i*r close those 
institutions found to he 
bey i niJ iinproi ement. 
refurbishinu %*r modernisa- 


tion. 

The ministry has other 
plans for the establishment 
of social institutions to care 
l'»>r orphaned children 
jhove 12 years of age. said 
Dr. Mamser. He explained 
that these orphans will be 
ottered academic and voca- 
tional training enabling 
them to become productive 
members of society. 

According u? the minister, 
the HWI can care for 150 
children but now busts only 
*5. He noted that 225 other 
orphans are being cared for 
at Dar Al Bir. die former 
Hashcniieh palace. 

After touring the institu- 
tion’s various sections. 


Deputy Hazem Moniani 
said the croup was 
impressed with the level of 
services and care accorded 
to the children and 
expressed appreciation of 
the luster mothers and other 
institutional employees. 

Sidki Shabaiat. another 
deputy, said Parliament's 
Health Committee will pay 
regular visits to the coun- 
try’s various he j 1th and 
social instil uiion.-i and pris- 
ons in order to monitor 
their activities and services. 
He called on (he govern- 
ment to increase the annual 
allocation in the state's fis- 
cal budget for these centres. 


New penal code to be tougher on crimes 
against women, children — minister 


By Runu Husseini 

Jordan lmu-< SraiJ' 

AMMAN — The Ministry 
of Justice is putting final 
touches on a new draft 
penal code that is expected 
to lighten penalties on those 
committing crimes against 
women and children, a 
Cabinet minister said Tues- 
day. 

"These two issues are the 
lup priorities of the com- 
mittees that are currently 
finalising the draft law. 
which will be referred to 
the Council of Ministers for 
further revision soon." Jus- 
tice Minister Riyadh 
Shakaa told the Jordan 
Times. 

He said the committees 
were looking into the possi- 
bility of imposing tougher 
punishments against indi- 
viduals who abuse women 
and children, cither "by 
increasing the duration of 
the jail sentence or by tight- 
ening conditions under 
which reduction of penal- 


ties are granted." 

The Minster was referring 
to Article 340 of the Jor- 
danian Penal Code iNo. 16, 
1960i. which reduces or 
exempts the penalty against 
any person who kills a 
female relative who com- 
mits adultery or is found in 
an adulterous situation, 
such as talking to a 
stranger. 

Most killers in such 
crimes benefit from a 
reduction in penalty and 
end up receiving sentences 
ranging from three months 
to one year, depending on 
the circumstances in w hich 
the crime was carried out. 

Officials have confirmed 
that at least 25 women were 
reportedly killed in the 
Kingdom in crimes related 
to honour last year, with 95 
of reported cases based on 
suspicion. 

An average of 25-30 
women are killed in Jordan 
each year for honour-relat- 
ed crimes, a fact that has 
generated an outen from 


women's organisations and 
activists who have said cur- 
rent laws were biased to 
men. 

The minister added that 
the committee was careful- 
ly study ing the child draft 
law and was expected to 
recommend tightening pun- 
ishments against offenders. 

Mr. Shakaa stressed that 
committees have taken into 
consideration all recom- 
mendations to current legis- 
lation that were submitted 
by women's and children's 
organisations. 

The amendments were 
made after His Majesty- 
King Hussein made a pas- 
sionate plea last November 
for Jordanians to shun vio- 
lence against women and 
called for paying adequate 
attention to ending the suf- 
fering of females and chil- 
dren. 

The King, who was 
speaking at the opening of 
the 13th Parliament, 
expressed regret that 
women were still exposed 


to inhuman practices that 
deprived them of basic and 
essential rights. 

The new penal code will 
lake into consideration 
rapid socio-economic and 
political changes and make 
use of modem principles 
and trends applied in 
imposing penalties world- 
wide. 

Mr. Shakaa. himself a 
lawyer by education, said 
experienced professionals 
were working for the com- 
mittees. including judges, 
law professors, attorneys, 
and members of the Jordan 
Bar Association. 

After the Council of Min- 
isters approves the draft 
laws, the government will 
send them to Parliament for 
endorsement. 

The new penal code is 
expected to expand the 
powers of the attorney gen- 
eral and prosecutors in 
terms of questioning, 
searching and investigating 
cases. 


Planned increases in salaries of ministers, 
parliamentarians divide public opinion 


By Fuiruuz Abu-Ghazaieh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A plan to 
increase the salaries of min- 
isters and parliamentarians 
by up to 5& per cent has 
divided many Jordanians, 
with some saving that they 
need more money to 
improve living standards 
and others demanding such 
funds be spent to alleviate 
the suffering of the growing 
number of poor. - 

The government, seeking 
equality in wages of serving 
ministers and members of 
both the Upperi Senate j and 
Lower Houses, decided 
recently to set their monthly 
salaries at JD 1.500. includ- 
ing all allowances, official 
sources told the Jordan 
Times. 

But the sources did not say 
when the decision would 
lake effect, nor has the gov- 
ernment said anything. 

The 40 Royaliy -appointed 
Senators and (he >S0 deputies 
elected last November now 
earn JD95G a month, up 
from JD55Q in the early 
1 990s, while Cabinet mem- 
bers make around JD 1,300. 

Most lawmakers said they 
were waiting for official 
notification of the planned 
salary increases, expected tu 
cost the treasury around JD3 
million during Parliament’s 
tour-vear term, which ends 
in 2001. 

The proposed increases 
have enraged many ordinary 
Jordanians, who are scram- 


bling to make ends need in a 
country of 4.2 million peo- 
ple wiih an annual per capi- 
ta income of JD 1.420. 

Several newspapers have 
blasted the decision, saying 
that there are other pressing 
priorities, such as improving 
the lot of the country’s poor, 
officially estimated at 
around 30 per cent of the 
population. 

"We would like to ask our 
wise government about the 
reasons behind its generosi- 
ty towards legislators while 
government employees are 
suffering from soaring 
prices without having 
received salary increases for 
years," wrote columnist 
•\’a/.ih Q us sous in the .Arabic 
daily Al Ra’i. 

"A large number of these 
employees live under the 
poverty line and cannot pro- 
vide their families with Lhe 
minimum requirements of a 
decent life." 

Tlie government last 
increased salaries of civil 
servant* in 1994. 

Inside the Parliament 
building, a desperate 30- 
year-old woman, seeking 
the help of her constituen- 
cy's deputy to find a job, 

said she felt disheartened 
alter hearing of the govern- 
ment’s salary moves. 

"The increases could be 
used in a better way. like 
creating projects that could 
help decrease the number of 
unemployed." said the 
woman, who requested 
anonymity. "A JD530 raise 


in the monthly salary of 
each deputy' could employ at 
least tw o jobless people." 

In addition to their rela- 
tively high salary compared 
to the low wages of Jordan's 
320,000-plus civil servants, 
deputies' are also entitled to 
one duty-free car and other 
privileges. 

Many of Jordan's former 
civil servants have said they 
are angered by the move 
because unlike deputies and 
senators, they are not enti- 
tled to state pensions if they 
get a new job after they 
retire. 

But some deputies say 
combining both incomes is 
legal, because their salaries 
from Parliament are consid- 
ered “honorary fees,” not 
wages. 

TTiey also stressed that 
they won pledges of salary 
increases w ithout asking for 
wage adjustments because 
the government took the 
move upon orders from His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

Some deputies said they 


believed the King demanded 
the move to discourage 
deputies from threatening to 
hold ministerial portfolios to 
ensure better income. 

“Deputies did not ask tor 
the raise," Amman Fifth 
District Deputy Ali Abul 
Ragheb told the Jordan 
Times. “It was given to them 
as a generous gesture from 
His Majesty the King." 

Many deputies said the 
raises were justified because 
most could not practise their 
"original professions” or 
hold side jobs for extra 
income because Parliament 
and related public services 
consumed most of their 
time. 

Several said they spent a 
lot of money on social oblig- 
ations. like hosting banquets 
for their constituents, help- 
ing the poor and contribut- 
ing to social schemes. Oth- 
ers. who live outside 
Amman, said they incurred 
high expenses from travel- 
ling to the capital at least 
twice a week. 


Announcement 

The Church Council of the Jordan 
Chaplaincy in Amman announces that a 

Service of Thanksgiving 

for 

The Reverend Derrick Hearne 

will be held at the Anglican Church of the 
Redeemer (near the Ahliyah School) on 
Saturday 21 February at 6 p.m. 
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Yeltsin prescribes belt-tightening 
for economic health 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin demanded Tuesday 
lawmakers vote a realistic 
1998 budget to build on 
Russia's modest economic 
growth. and warned the 
government it must exer- 
cise tight financial disci- 
pline or face dismissal. 

“I demand a realistic 
budget this year ... We have 
to use amendments to 
make this year’s budget 
realistic," Mr. Yeltsin said 
in a keynote state of the 
nation speech to lawmak- 
ers from both houses of 
parliament. 

The 35-minute televised 
speech in the Kremlin was 
dominated by economic 
issues, with Mr. Yeltsin 
stressing the need for the 
state to "live within its 
means" to ensure further 
growth. 

Mr. Yeltsin. 67, dressed 
in a dark blue suit and red 
patterned tie. spoke with a 
Firm voice throughout the 
address and appeared rea- 
sonably fit. 

"The Russian state will 
continue to defend the mar- 
ket economy, stop inflation 
and continue on the course 
to stabilise the ruble. But 
today this is not sufficient. 

"We need stable and 
quality growth based on a 
powerful influx of invest- 
ment. We need strong order 
in state finances," Mr. 
Yeltsin said. 

First Deputy Prime 
Minister Anatoly Chubais 
said the budget amend- 
ments Mr. Yeltsin spoke of 
would not affect the funda- 
mentals of federal expendi- 
ture. revenue and the 
deficit. Interfax reported. 

The budget has already 
passed three readings in the 


lower bouse, the State 
Duma, and is due to have 
its final reading 
Wednesday, before going 
to the upper house and Mr. 
Yeltsin’s for approval. 

It has been held up by 
opposition amendments 
which have attempted to 
ease tight spending restric- 
tions. 

Last year the government 
was forced to revise its 
spending targets because of 
poor tax collection, which 
saw it raise only around 60 
per cent of planned rev- 
enues. 

Mr. Yeltsin warned the 
government it must look 
for extra savings to meet its 
budget targets, and said he 
would not tolerate any rep- 
etition of last year’s accu- 
mulation of wage arrears. 
He also stressed the need to 
adopt a new tax code with- 
out delay, aimed at over- 
hauling Russia's complex 
and punitive tax system. 

"It is only the adoption of 
a new tax code which will 
allow us to overcome the 


budget crisis and assure 
economic growth," Mr. 
Yeltsin said, echoing the 
advice of major Western 
investors and creditors 
such os the International 
Monetary Fund. 

In contrast with his 1997 
state of the nation speech. 
Mr. Yeltsin did not 
announce any dramatic 
policy shifts, or warn of 
imminent government dis- 
missals. but he said the 
government would be 
sacked if it failed to meet 
the tough economic targets. 

“If the government is 
incapable of solving these 
strategic tasks, we w'ill 
have another government." 
he said. 

Parliament deputies 
briefly applauded Mr. 
Yeltsin after his warning. 

The draft budget sets the 
deficit at 132 billion new 
rubles (S22 billion), or 4.7 
per cent of gross domestic 
product. Expenditure is put 
at 499 billion new rubles 
($83 billion) and revenue 
at 367 billion new rubles 


Yeltsin urges political 
solution to Chechen problem 

MOSCOW (AFP) — President Boris Yeltsin Tuesday 
called for a political solution to Russia's relations with its 
breakaway republic of Chechenya. during a keynote 
address to both houses of parliament. 

“We can only untie this knot through joint efforts." the 
president said, stressing the need to avoid hasty decisions 
and urging patience. 

Ten days ago Chechenya's leaders suspended peace talks 
with Moscow, accusing Russia of failing to fulfil its 
pledges under a treaty signed last May and of blockading 
the devastated North Caucasus republic. 

Tens of thousands of people died in the conflict which 
raged from December 1994 to August 1996. and culminat- 
ed in humiliation for the Russian army at the hands of 
Chechen separatist guerrillas, who recaptured the capital 
Grozny in a lightning assault. 


Embattled Cambodian MP 

* 1 . ■ ... * 

stands firm on coup comments 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
A senior member of 
Cambodia’s parliament, 
facing disciplinary action 
for describing the ousting 
of co- Premier Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh as a 
“coup." vowed Tuesday to 
continue using the word 
regardless of the conse- 
quences. 

Son Soubert. parliament's 
second deputy chairman, 
said he would not apologise 
for his remarks which he 
believed to be true and cov- 
ered under parliamentary 
privilege. 

“The people did not elect 
me to sit (in parliament) 
and lie" he said in a state- 
ment released by his office. 

"I still believe that when- 
ever the losers of an elec- 
tion use military force to 
seize power from the win- 
ner, it is a coup d'etar. And 


I think that the coup makers 
... are the ones who should 
be making apologies and 
not me." 

Prince Ranariddh, whose 
royalist FUNCINPEC 
party narrowly won the his- 
toric 1993 U.N.-brokered 
elections, was effectively 
ousted in fierce fighting in 
July by powerful Second 
Prime Minister Hun Sen. 
whose Cambodian People's 
Party finished second in the 
polls. 

Mr. Soubert fled the 
country fearing persecution 
after the fighting and 
returned only last month. 
He caused an uproar in par- 
liament last Tuesday when 
he termed the prince's oust- 
ing a "coup." 

After heated exchanges 
on the floor, a handful of 
Hun Sen’s supporters 
walked out. Over the past 


week calls for Mr. Soubert 
to apologise for his remarks 
or resign have grown. 

By Tuesday at last three 
government ministers and 
more than 30 MPs had 
signed on to a call demand- 
ing that Mr. Soubert 
renounce his comments or 
step down from his leader- 
ship position. 

Acting parliament chief 
Loy Sim Chheang said 
Monday he was still trying 
to work towards a compro- 
mise. But he indicated that 
Mr. Soubert would proba- 
bly have at least to “clari- 
fy" his remarks or face 
some sort of disciplinary 
action. 

Tuesday Son Souberr 
stood steadfast, saying the 
movement against him was 
a violation of the constitu- 
tional right to free expres- 
sion. 


Queen Mother leaves hospital 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Britain’s Queen Mother 
left hospital Tuesday, just 
over three weeks after 
emergency surgery to 
replace her left hip. 

The 97-year-old royal, 
wearing a light purple 
coat and matching hat. 
walked to her car outside 
King Edward VII 
Hospital, in central 
London, using two sil- 
ver-topped sticks, to 
return to Clarence 
House, her London resi- 
dence. 

She fractured her hip in 
a fall at Sandringham. 
Queen Elizabeth IFs 
estate in eastern England, 
on Jan. 25 and underwent 
a successful replacement 
operation at the hospital. 

The Queen Mother was 
viewing horses when she 
fell and was initially 
admitted to the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital, in 
King’s Lynn, near the 
estate. Later she was 
transferred to the King 
Edward VII hospital in 
London where, in 
November 1995. she had 
surgery for the replace- 
ment of her right hip. 



The Queen Mother waves as a nurse assists her down 
the steps of King Edward VII Hospital just over three 
weeks after undergoing emergency surgery to replace 
her left hip (Reuters photo) 


($61 billion). 

Russia's GDP grew by 
0.4 per cent in 1997, after 
declining from 1989 to 
1996. and Mr. Yeltsin told 
'parliament that “today we 
are justified in saying that 
the conditions for growth 
have been created.” 

Throughout 1997 the 
government struggled to 
clear huge wage arrears to 
millions of public sector 
workers, many of whom 
had gone unpaid for six 
months or more. 

“It is unacceptable for a 
new debt to citizens to 
arise ... (Prime Minister) 
Viktor Stepanovich 

(Chernomyrdin) is person- 
ally responsible for the 
wage situation. We must 
enter 1999 without a single 
ruble of wage arrears,” Mr. 
Yeltsin warned. 

He also reminded First 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Anatoly Chubais of his role 
in ensuring wages were 
paid on time. 

Mr. Chubais and fellow 
market reformer Boris 
Nemtsov were appointed 
as first deputy’ prime minis- 
ters after Mr. Yeltsin’s state 
of the nation speech in 
March 1997, to spearhead a 
new push in Russia’s flag- 
ging market reforms. 

Mr. Yeltsin said that by 
mid-May the government ■ 
must draft a federal pro- 
gramme of state savings, 
noting that competitive 
tenders for state orders had 
already produced a saving 
of three billion rubles 
($500 million). 

He also called for a curb 
on foreign borrowing, and 
said Russia's S10 billion 
loan from the IMF for 
1996-1999 must be the last 
such credit 


Burundi's 
strongman 
lays out 
policy goals 

BUJUMBURA (AFP) — 
Burundi’s military strong- 
man Pierre Buyoya 
Tuesday said the four pri- 
orities of his regime were 
boosting security, ending a 
war with Hutu rebels, rais- 
ing economic production 
and fighting corruption. 

Major Buyoya told a 
news conference that over- 
all. the security situation 
in this Central African 
country with a Hutu 
majority and Tutsi minori- 
ty was under control, 
although it was "dis- 
turbed" in some areas 
around the capital and in 
the provinces. 

Burundi plunged into 
civil war after array troops 
assassinated the first elect- 
ed Hutu president, 
Melchior Ndadaye. in 
1993. He had defeated Mr. 
Buyoya, a Tutsi and also a 
former military ruler, in 
free elections earlier that 
year. 

Mr. Buyoya seized back 
power in July 1996, pledg- 
ing to put an end to the 
Hutu rebellion and end a 
war that has claimed an 
estimated 200,000 lives, 
mainly those of civilians. 

Mr. Buyoya Tuesday 
said that the peace process 
would yield “concrete 
results" this year. 

On the economy, he said 
the regime would “do 
everything to avoid 
famine” even though it has 
few means at its disposal. 
The coup that brought him 
to power led to stringent 
regional sanctions to force 
him to restore constitu- 
tional order and negotiate 
with the Hutu extremist 
rebels. 

Nevertheless, in April 
last year, the embargo was 
eased to provide Burundi’s 
people with humanitarian 
aid, seeds and school and 
budding materials. 

Mr. Buyoya also said 
investigations were under 
way into cases of embez- 
zling of government funds 
and that indictments bad 
been sought in others. 



First Deputy Prime Minister Anatoly Chubais (left) and bis counterpart Boris 
Nemtsov enter the ball prior to Russian President Boris Yeltsin’s state of the nation 
address in the Kremlin (Reuters photo) 

Congo opposition head 
Tshisekedi in internal exile 


KINSHASA (R) — 

Opposition chief Etienne 
Tshisekedi has begun a life 
in forced internal exile in 
the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, his aides said 
Monday. 

The populist opponent of 
President Laurent Kabila 
was detained last week and 
ordered to leave his political 
base in the capital Kinshasa, 
where he enjoys a cult fol- 
lowing. 

Mr. Tshisekedi’s home 
village is in the central 
Kabeya Kamwanga com- 
mune in the diamond-pro- 
ducing Kasai province. 

Agriculture Minister 
Mawampanga Mwana 
Nanga said Friday Mr. 
Tshisekedi would be 
expected to use his leader- 
ship qualities to stimulate 
agricultural production 
there. 

He had been put on a 
chartered plane f from 
Kinshasa with a significant 
quantity of seeds and a 
mechanised till. . Mr. 
Mawampanga said. 

Local newspapers and 
political allies reported at 
the weekend and Monday 
that there was no sign of 
Mr. Tshisekedi in the com- 
mune, but aides later con- 
firmed he bad arrived. 

'“We now have confirma- 
tion that he arrived 
Sunday," Mukendi Wa 
Mulumba. a top Tshisekedi 
aide told Reuters. 

Mr. Tshisekedi was seized 


Thursday and accused by 
authorities of persistently 
breaking a ban on politics 
and - creating conditions 
favourable to an armed 
attack on the country. 

His Union for Democracy 
and Social Progress party 
(UDPS) was planning at the 
weekend to hold a celebra- 
tion meeting to commemo- 
rate the 1 6th year since the 
party's creation. 

For years Mr. Tshisekedi 
stood almost alone in 
opposing veteran dictator 
Mobutu Sese Seko. But 
after failing to reach a 
power-sharing deal with 
Mr. Kabila, whose forces 
toppled Mobutu last May. 
he has been fiercely critical 
of the new government. 

Political leaders at home 
and abroad have tried to 
reconcile the two men but 
senior LOPS activists said 
Monday that the arrest of 
their leader effectively 
marked a total rupture in 
relations between them and 
Mr. Kabila's ruling alliance. 

Several local newspapers 
Monday were damning in 
their reporting of the move 
to arrest the popular 
Kinshasa politician. 

'They say he is tired, old 
and incapable of a renais- 
sance. a Mobutist and even 
mad. Nonetheless the man 
continues to scare his adver- 
saries." the pro- LOPS ref- 
erence plus wrote in its 
Monday editorial. 

“It would be unfortunate 


if the powers-that-be sought 
to cover up their own fail- 
ures and incompetence with 
dubious artifice," it added. 

Mr. Tshisekedi's wife, 
Martbe Kasalu, appealed 
Monday for her husband’s 
release in a strongly worded 
letter to local newspapers. 

“The move to confine my 
husband... is contemptible 
because it comes from hate, 
jealousy and tribal-ethnic 
considerations far from the 
patriotic vision of Mr. 
Etienne Tshisekedi.” she 
said. 

She also called for support 
from the population to 
secure his release by “peti- 
tions. peaceful marches, sit- 
ins and prayers.” 

In a speech to a confer- 
ence on territorial adminis- 
tration Saturday, Mr. Kabila 
threatened to wipe out any 
organisation, or individual 
disturbing public order and 
“distracting the population 
from the task of reconstruct- 
ing the country.”’ 

Mr. Kabila has banned 
political activity and 
appealed to all political par- 
ties to rally to his alliance 
government during a two- 
year transition period. 

Small numbers of troops 
were deployed with masks 
and teargas to potential' 
trouble spots in town 
Monday, but there was little 
sign of significant public 
protest by L1DPS militants 
who called for Mr. 
Tshisekedi’s release. 


China calls for closer links 
with Hong Kong courts 


BEIJING (AFP) — 
China’s top judicial offi- 
cial Ren Jianxin called 
Tuesday for closer ties 
with Hong Kong's courts, 
Xinhua reported. 

In a meeting with 
Andrew Li. chief justice of 
Hong Kong's Court of 
Final Appeal, Mr. Ren said 
exchanges should start 
between mainland courts 


and those in Hong Kong in 
order to expand knowl- 
edge about the way courts 
in the territory worked. 

"Courts between Hong 
Kong and inland areas 
should strengthen links, 
broaden exchanges, coop- 
erate with one another and 
offer mutual assistance,” 
said Mr. Ren. president of 
the Supreme People's 


Court 

“They should offer 
mutual assistance for a 
better performance of the 
Hong Kong judicial 
work." he added. 

Hong Kong’s judicial 
system still works along 
the lines of the British sys- 
tem. although the territory 
reverted to Chinese sover- 
eignty on July. I last year. 


Pioneer woman war reporter, 
ex-Hemingway wife, dies at 89 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Martha Gellhorn, war cor- 
respondent novelist and 
third wife of writer Ernest 
Hemingway, has died at 
her London home aged 89, 
close friends of hers said. 

Gellhorn, who covered 
the Spanish civil war. 
World War II, the Vietnam 
war and the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli wars, died Sunday. 

Born ib St. Louis, 
Missouri, Gellhorn gradu- 
ated from Bryn Mavvr 
College and went on to 
become one of the world's 
first female war correspon- 
dents, working for several 
publications. 

She was at the Allied D- 
Day landings in Normandy 
and the liberation of 
Dachau concentration 


She married three times. 
Her first husband was 
French writes Bertrand de 
Jouvenel, whom she 
divorced after she met 
Hemingway in Florida's 
Key West in 1936. 
Gellhorn and Hemingway 

were married in 1940 and 
separated five years later. 
She claimed Hemingway 
drove her mad with jeal- 
ousy and his “ceaseless, 
crazy bullying.” 

Her last marriage was to 
Time magazine editor T.S. 
Mathews. 

Gellhorn also wrote 13 
novels, including “The 
Honeyed Peace” and “The 
Trouble I’ve Seen." Her 
autobiography 'Travels' 
With Myself And Another” 
appeared in 1979. 

She often complained 


that she was best known 
for being Hemingway’s 
third wife. “I was a writer 
before I . met him. and I 
have been a writer for 45 
years since," she once 
complained. 

Gellhorn lived in many 
different countries during 
her life, including France, 
Cuba, Mexico, Italy and 
Kenya. Her final years 
were spent in Britain 
between her cottage in 
Wales and an apartment in 
London. 

Friends said she had been 
ill for some time, arthritic 
and partially blind, but her 
mind was sharp to the end. 

She is survived by one 
son, George Alexander 
Gellhorn. an adopted son, 
Sandy Gellhorn, and her 
brother Alfred. 


Bosnian 
Serbs to 
appear at 
Yugoslavia 
tribunal 


AMSTERDAM (R) - 
Two Bosnian Serbs who 
surrendered to NATO 
troops at the weekend was 
to appear before the crind- 
nal tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia later Tuest&y, 
the United Nations coon 
said. . ‘ . 

Milan Simic. 40, and 
Miroslav Tadic, 60, win 
enter their pleas at 2:30 
p.m. (1330 GMT), it said in 
a statement 

They face charges .'.of 
crimes against humanity 
and grave breaches of the 
Geneva conventions .of 
1949. Mr. Simic is also 
accused of violations of the 
laws or customs of war. 

If found guiltyythey face, 
a maximum of life impris- 
onment 

The two suspects arrived 
at the Tribunal’s Detention 
Centre in Schevehingen 
near the Hague just after 
midnight Sunday. 

Saturday, they had turned 
themselves in .to U.S. 
diplomats and NATO-led 
peacekeeping forces 
(SFOR) in Bosnia. 

Mr. Tadic and Mr. Simic 
were indicted in July 1995 
for their alleged involve- 
ment in the ethnic cleans- 
ing of Bosnian Croats and 
Muslims living in the 
strategic town of Bosanski 
Samac in 1992. 

The indictment alleges 
that in 1991 Bosnian 
Croats and Muslims made 
up over half of the munici- 
pality’s population of 
33,000. By May 1995, 
fewer than 300 of the 
Bosnian Croat and 
Muslims remained. 

Mr. Tadic is specifically 
charged with the deport* ■ 
tion and transfer of neo- 
Serbs. Mr. Simic and others 
are alleged to have beaten a 
Muslim resident with iron 
bars and chair legs. 


Corrupt 
police chief 
sentenced 
to death in 
China 


BEIJING (AFP) — A court in 
eastern China’s Hangzhou city 
has sentenced a former police 
chief to death for ccmtpdon, 
the People’s Court DaBy 
repeated Tuesday. 

Wu Weihu, the former direc- 
tor of the Public Security 
Bureau (PSB) in the city’s 
Jianggan district, was found to 
have accepted bribes worth a 
total of nearly 1.6 miflion yuan 
($192,771) between 1991 an! 
1996, the report said- 

The bribes came in the farm 
of decoration weak, two" cars, a 
motorcycle, cash and various 
other gifts, the court was tokL 

Ml Wll, who was arrested in 
April last year, will be able tb 
appeal the intramediale court 
sentence to the Zhejiang 
province High People's Court- 

Three senior pofo'ce officials 
in the northeastern city of 
Harbin were jailed for between 
seven and 13 -years ® 
December: 

Chen Minding, die former 
director of. the:. PSB in 
Heilongjiang province s 
Songhuajiang administrate 
region — which includes 
Harbin — was found to be 
involved in graft totalling 
441,000 yuan ($53, 132).. , 

Premia Li Rsng admitted 
earlier this month that major 
cases of official tximjptica are 
still on the rise. Regulations® 
encourage greater self-disci* 
pline amo ng government oSF - 
rials ‘have not been compfe®* 
ly implemented,’’ Ml Li to® 
an anti-graft conference. 

President Jiang Zemin b 35 
called the problem of coouP' 
don a mana-.of “life 
death” for the Julg 
Communist Party and IBS?* 
judicial organs , to foa& J& 
cases involving sariorofl?^ 
and large sums of moneys : 
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World News 

WWII sex slaves seek 
Japanese royals’ 
support for legal action 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, February 18, 1998 


MANILA (AFP} — Filipina 
World War U sex slaves 
Tuesday demanded a meeting 
with Japan’s visiting Prince 
AkrJiino to seek the royal 
household's suppon for a 
damage suit they have filed 
against Tokyo. 

“We have heard that the 
prince and princess are here 
far the Philippine centennial 
cclcteaiions and to I earn about 
Philippine history,*' .said for- 
mer “comfort woman" 
Anwnitu Balajadia in a siaie- 
mcni released by a women's 
support group. 

“1 want lo tell them about 
my story and the history of 
Japan's war against the 
Filipino people and ihc 
Japanese Army’s crimes of 
sexual violence against die 
Filipino women." she added. 

. The group of Filipinos, who 
.said they were forced to serve 
in frontline brothels during the 
Japanese World War II inva- 
sion of tlte Philippines. have 
filed suit in the Tokyo district 
court to seek compensation 
against the Japiincsc govern- 
ment. 

Tokyo, which has ccmcedcd 
that such "com ton women” 
woe forced into sexual dav - 
cry in China, the Korean 
ftrunsula and oilier are. is. 
maintains that war reparations 
have been .settled. 

However, it Iuls set up a pri- 
vate fund to provide monetary 
assistance to the Filipino anil 
other Asian victims. A small 
number of Filipino comfort 
women have accepted assis- 


tance from the fund. 

It has been 50 years since I 
was confined in* a Japanese 
g;irnv*n and raped bv soldiers 
ol the Japanese military:" said 
another Filipina pUimifi. 
Prescila Banomcu. 

“Until now. the Japanese 
goyemmem Jus yei to he Jtcld 
otlk'ially aecounuihle for my 
pain and sufiering " 

Hie coinlun women and 
their supporters pLin 10 picket 
Wednesday the luxury hotel 
where the pnnee .uui princess 
are slayinj. 

Pnnee Akishuto .aid 
Princess Kiko arrived in 
Manila Monday lor a live-day 
vjsii coinciding with celebra- 
tions marking tlie lixnli year 
ot Philippine independence 

Tlte couple called mi 
President Fidel Kanins slmrtlv 
alter their .unv.il, wnii the 
Pliilippine leader swing the 
visit "wiHjId lurtlicr siieneiheu 
Philippinc-Japan relations, 
particular!) on cultural 
exchange and cmirenttun." 

Mr. Akishino is die second 
son of Emperor Akihiln and 
Eniptess Michiko. 

The prince and Uk* pnneess 
were scheduled to attend die 
opening of a l*hilippinc\- Japan 
festival here 1 uesdav. 

7 hey were also expected hi 
visit an « .Id Spanish tort in die 
heart of Manila as well as 
oilier cultur.tl sites, a universi- 
ty , a centre for the deal’ and dis- 
abled people and attenJ cere- 
monies to commemorate the 
centenary of independence, 
officials said. 


Bonn says army has 
extremists under control 


LUENEBURG, Germany (Ri 
— Defence Minister Volker 
Ruche said Monday the 
. Gerann army was on top of 
jocnjpts by. right-wing 
.extremists to infiltrate its ranks 
to gain weapons "and combat 
raining. 

ARD Television said in a 
weekend report extremist 
groups were systematically 
trying to get their members 
into the army to leam skills 
which could then be used in 
guerrilla attacks. 

Mr. Ruehe said some 
extremism would always uy to 
penetrate the army but they 
were generally detected and 
thrown oul 

"We've got this thing under 
control,” he told reporters at a 
swearing-in ceremony for new 
army recruits in the nonhem 
town of Luenebung. 

In Bonn a defence ministry 
spokesman later said the army- 
saw no need to step up surveil- 
lance of new recruits or to 
require them to declare politi- 
cal leanings on entry to the ser- 
vice. 

“Normal disciplinary mea- 
sures are quite able to deal 
with the extent tof possible 
far-right activity > we suspect at 
the moment" the spokesman 
told a regular government 
oews briefina. 


He said last ye.ir there were 
some 7fMi suspected cases of 
far-right activity. The German 
army currently numbers 
aruund 350.0H0 soldiers. 

The spokesman also rejected 
suggestions by some f;ir-righi 
panics dial their members 
were being excluded from ser- 
vice on political grounds. 

He said the army first need- 
ed proof a soldier w as try iug to 
infiuence other recruits politi- 
cally before he could be 
removed. 

ARD’s Tagesthemen pro- 
gramme said at the weekend 
groups such as the National 
Democratic Party of Germany 
(NPDl were determined to gel 
their members into the army. 

.An official of the NPD’s 
youth wing told the pro- 
gramme iIk- pany w as willing 
to go through the courts to pre- 
vent its members being 
excluded on political grounds. 

The report was the latest in a 
series of cases linking ihe 
modem German :irmy with 
right-wing extremism. 

JncidenLs have ranged from 
soldiers selling outlawed Nazi 
propaganda in their barracks 
to civ ing each other the illegal 
stiff-armed Hiller greeting and 
shouting the Nazi bull I eery 
"siesie heir to each oilier. 


Sri Lanka panel orders 
probe into child sex 
charges against Clarke 

COLOMBO (AFP) — A high- 
level panel in Sri Lanka has 
ordered a probe into allegations 
that ihe British science fiction 
author Arthur C. Clarke had sex 
with young local boys, a panel- 
list said Tuesday. 

The Presidential Task Force 
on the Prevention of Child 
Abuse asked police lo investi- 
gate charges that Clarke. 8(J. has 
engaged in paedophilia in his 
adopted home Sri Lanka since 
1956. pane! member Maureen 
Seneviratne said. 

“The Task Force has taken up 
the matter and asked the police 
to investigate it to the best ol 
lhcir ability as soon as possible, 

Ms. Seneviroine told reporter 
here. "Then? will be a statement 
to ihe media on this shortly." 

Ms. Seneviratne, a key child 
rights activist, was named a 
trustee of a fund initiated by the 
ABN Amro Bank here Tuesday 
to protect local children and 

fight paedophilia. 

The bank donated one million 


rupees iSlo.OriH* lu launch the 
trust lund and called for public 
donations lo help children as 
iveU as fund programnx-s in die 
battle against child abuse. 

Another Uustee K.R. 

Ravindran did nut rule out 
ijraiiunn money lo help finance 
a possible inv estigation or court 
action against Clarke. 

"If there is cm application for 
funds lo investigate die ollega- 
lions against Clarke we will 
consider it v«i its merits like 
other applicuiiou-s. Mr. 

Ravindran said. 

Child rights lawyer Amn 
Tampoe said it was difficult to 
prosecute foreign paedophiles 
because they had considerable 
influence in the local conimuni- 
ties tilery operated in. 

The allegations against Clarke 
have brought to the surface in 
Sri Lanka the problctas of sexu- 
al abuse of children despite 
tciugh laws. The infiuenual 
Buddhist clcigy has called lor 
tough action against offenders. 



Sinn Fein leader t Jerry Adams tlefil and chief negotia- 
tor Martin MeGninnevs arrive u! the jK-ace talks at 
Dublin Castle t Reuters photo) 

London and Dublin 
try to keep Ulster 
peace talks on track 


DUBLIN (AFP) — 
London and Dublin were 
expected hy Wednesday 
lo order the temporary 
expulsion ol Sinn Fein. 
Ihc political wing of the 
IRA, from Northern 
Ireland peace talks over 
two recent killings in 
Belfast. 

The two governments 
hope a short expulsion 
will not destroy chances 
for a peace settlement in 
Northern Ireland. 

However, the exclu- 
sion of such ;i key player 
in the fragile peace talks 
will delay the negotia- 
tions, making the two 
governments’ May dead- 
tine for a solution diffi- 
cult to achieve. 

British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair and his Irish 
counterpart Bertie Ahern 
had hoped to produce 
the outlines of a deal to 
resolve the 30-year con- 
flict in the British-ruled 
province by mid-April. 

Seven political parlies, 
representing both the 
pro-Irish Roman 

Catholic minority and 
the pro-British 

Protestant majority, have 
begun to hammer our a 
compromise framework 
to accommodate both 
communities in 

Northern Ireland. 

This seems set to lake 
the shape of an Ulster 
assembly, a ministerial 
council between 

Northern Ireland and the 
Republic of Ireland — 
which Catholics see as a 
stepping stone to a unit- 
ed Ireland — and 
.stronger Anglo-Irish 
cooperation. 

But the police assess- 
ment of the IRA’s 
involvement in two mur- 
ders in Belfast last week 

— in violation of its 
seven- month ceasefire 

— has sabotaged these 
plans. 

Sinn Fein, accused of 
violating the so-called 
Mitchell principles of 
non-violence enunciated 
by the talks' chairman, 
ft inner 11 . S . senator 
George Mitchell, looks 
likely to be out of the 
talks lor ai least ihrce 
weeks. 

The decision, to be 
made jointly hy London 
ami Dublin after all par- 
ties have met Tuesday to 
discuss ihe issue, will 
hinge on ihe police evi- 
dence aboul IRA com- 

pliciiy in lire iwo 

killings. _ 

Sinn Fci n gained I (> 
per cent of ihe Ulster 
votes during the last 
general elections in May 
y7 and its agreement is 
vital lo secure a lasting 
peace setilemeni. 

But even more impor- 


tantly. with its political 
representatives outside 
the peace process, the 
IRA would be theoreti- 
cally free to resume its 
campaign of assassina- 
tions and bombings in 
Northern Ireland and 
mainland Britain. 

Security sources, how- 
ever, say they do not 
believe the republican 
armed group i.s poised to 
abandon its ceasefire. It 
was the IRA's halt to 
violence last July which 
allowed Sinn Fein lo 
join the talks in 
September. 

But the party's chief 
negotiator. Martin 

McGuinness. Monday 
said ominously that 
there was a "palpable 
sense of anger” on the 
streets of Northern 
Ireland. 

On the weekend, he 
had warned that "events 
on the ground” could 
prevent Sinn Fein's 
return into the talks. 

There has been specu- 
lation thtit hardline 
members of the IRA may 
have engaged in the 
killings to ensure Sinn 
Fein's removal from the 
talks — in anger at the 
prospect of a settlement 
which falls far short of 
the IRA's goal of an end 
to British rule. 

But il is seen as more 
probable that frustration 
at the IRA's inability to 
respond to the eight 
killings of Catholics by 
Protestant gunmen since 
late December boiled 
over, provoking action 
by individuals within the 
paramilitary group. 

The lear is that the 
murder of Protestant 
militiaman Robert 

Doug an — the second 
killing was of a Catholic 
man accused of drug- 
dealing — could prompt 
Protestant reprisals, in 
turn drawing the IRA 
hack into its campaign 
of violence. 

Sinn Fein would have 
no chance then of read- 
mi tlance to the talks. 

Any deal would have 
to he struck between the 
province’s main moder- 
ate Catholic party, the 
Social and Democratic 
Labour Party, and the 
largest Protestant party, 
the Ulster Unionist 
Party. 

Bui any such political 
agreement, even it rati- 
fied in a referendum 
planned alter ihe talks 
end. would have diifi- 
ailty to bring peace to 
the province, where 
more lhan 3.2(H) people 
have died in violence 
since PJWL 


Taiwan searches for 
cause of worst plane crash 


TAOYUAN. Taiwan iAFPi 
— Taiwan Tuc>Ja*. 
launched a top level enquiry 
into why a China Airlines 
Airbus crashed and explod- 
ed as it tried to land here, 
killing mure lhan 200 peo- 
ple in the country's worst 
air disaster. 

As combined search 

teams from the police, fire 
brigade and military contin- 
ued to comb the wreckage. 
China Airlines iCALi 
announced it was grounding 
all its nine remaining Airbus 
3lA)-trtK>s tor checks and 
apologised tor the tragedy. 

The go\ cmmeni ha.*, 
promised a "high- level la.sk 
force" will iiivesiigaie the 
disaster and experts from 
Airbus were living in to 

assist. 

CAL Fhghi o7b from die 
Indonesian holiday island of 
Bali ploughed into several 
houses ue.ir Chiang Kai- 
Shek Intel national Airport 
oil its second attempt to 
land laic Mon Jay. killing 
1S2 passengers. [4 crew 
members and seven people 
«*n the grewmd. 

Five Americans. one 
Indonesian and another for- 
eigner, believed to be a 
French national, perished. 

Whole t ami he> were 
among the dead. Grieving 
relatives tried in jJcniify 
their loved one*, from ihe 
charred and muhiaieJ bod- 
ies pulled from the wreck- 
age of the Airbus. 

A temporary morgue was 
set up tn tvvi i tents near the 
scene of the tragedy and 
more than lUU bodies 
wrapped in plastic bags 
were being examined by a 
team of 10 coroners 
Tuesday morning. 

One man said no more 
than 30 bodies were intact 
and they were "so badly 
damaged I could hardly 
look ai them.” As a leam of 
investigators from die 
European . consortium 
Airbus was heading to 
Taiwan to help the investi- 
gation. the Civil Aviation 


Authority tC.AAi here said 

visibility was i.000 metres 
at ihc time of ihe crash. 

"According to a weather 
rep on. the weather should 
not be a ljctor of the crash," 
Deputy Director Chang 
Kuo-Cheng said, as only 
hOO metres visibility is 
required to land at the air- 
port. 

Capuun Kang Lung -Lin. 
whose wife and two chil- 
dren were on the plane, had 
told ihc control lower ai 
S:U2 p.iu. 1 1 202 GMT) 
Monday he was approach- 
ing the runway tor iunding. 

Three minutes later. Capt. 
Kang said “Tower, Dynasty 
..." but the rest of the com- 
munication Was CUI off. a 
statement added. Dynasty is 
the eoJename for CAL. 

Unexplained ringing was 
heard tn the cockpit just 
before impact. 


CAA Director Tsai Tui, 
who offered to resign early 
Tuesday to lake responsibil- 
ity for the crash, said the 
Vital High! data and cockpit 

voice recorder had been 
found. 

The airline has set up a 
crisis task force io help rclu- 
tives and announced it will 
give 2tK\00U Taiwan dollars 
iSb.OhOi to relatives ahead 
of talks on full compensa- 
tion. 

The dead included Taiwan 
Central Bank Governor 
Sheu Tuan-Dong. his wife 
and several other finance 
officials reluming from a 
weekend meeting of region- 
al central bank chiefs in 
Bali. 

As Buddhist monks chant- 
ed luncral prayers, one 
elderly couple grieved tor 
the members of their family 
killed in the inreedv — their 


| Last moments of CAL jetliner 

l 

jTAIPEI (AFP) — Strange ringing sounds were heard dur- 
iing a brief conversation between the control tower and ill- 
'fated China Airlines (CAL » Flight 676 just seconds before 
lit crashed, killing all 196 passengers and crew. 

; At 8:U2 pan. * 1202 GMTi Monday. Captain Kang Lung- 
!Lin of the Airbus 300-61)0 started contact with the control 
•tower at Chiang Kai-Shek International Airport, 
j Capt. Kang: 'Taipei control tower, good evening. 
jt'AL67b. nine miles ... runway 9 ( mistaking it for runway 

I Tower. CAL676, Taipei tower, use runway 5 at right, 
[wind direction 360 (degrees), wind speed five. miles, alti- 
tude index 1015. okay to land. 

Capt. Kang: 1015, agree to land. CAL676 
At 8:03 pan.: 

Capt. Kang: Tower. CAL676, last three miles 
At 8:04 p.m.: 

Tower: CAL676 okay to land, wind direction 360, wind 
speed three miles ... 

(Two ringing sounds are heard) 

At 8:05 p.mT: 

Capt. Kami: Tower, Dvnasiv... iDvnastv is codename for 
CAU 

Tower: CAL676. confirm whether need re land? 

(These were the last words spoken between the control 
tower and Captain Kang) 

At 8:06 p.m., the Civil Aeronautics Administration 
(CAA) said sounds of the plane crashing were heard, fol- 
lowed by explosions as it caught fire. 

A preliminary investigation by the C.AA has found that 
the plane had veered left of the landing strip just before it 
crashed, officials said. 


three children, their spouses 
and seven grandchildren. 

Ten members of another 
tumily were among the 
dead. 

"There is no meaning for 
me to go on living without 
my only son,” said a weep- 
ing 70-year-old man, identi- 
fied by his lost name Wei. 

On the highway leading to 
the airpon. recovery work- 
ers were seen putting parts 
of charred bodies into bags. 
Blood, mangled bodies and 
tvvi vied w-reekage covered 
the highway for two kilo- 
metres and the area was cor- 
doned off by police. 

"I heard a deafening 
explosion and then ! saw the 
aeroplane smash several 
houses including that of my 
uncle, (t then become a sea 
of fire... really like hell." a 
w itness told AFP. 

A grim-faced Premier 
Vincent Siew expressed his 
“deep condolences" to fam- 
ilies of the victims. 

The airline, which had 
rebuilt its image after a 
crash in Japan four years 
ago. apologised in half-page 
letters published by three 
evening newspapers. 

The ill-fated plane was the 
same model as a CAL pas- 
senger jet which crushed at 
Nagoya in on April 26. 
1994. killing 2t>4 people. 

Observers said on both 
occasions the pilots were 
trying to pull up the plane 
after the first landing 
attempt had failed. 

An investigation of the 
Nagoya crash by Japanese 
authorities suggested pilot 
error and suspected comput- 
er flaws, CAA officials said. 

Almost 1,000 people have 
died in a series of air crash- 
es involving Asian airlines 
in the past year. 

On Feb. 2. 104 people 
were killed when a Cebu 
Pacific Air DC-9 crashed in 
the Philippines' worst* air 
disaster, and almost 1.000 
people have died in a string 
of Asia plane crashes in the 
past year. 


Deported Chinese 
dissident on hunger strike 
over second detention 


BEUING (.AFP) — An 
exiled dissident deported 
from China for making a 
clandestine trip home has 
started a hunger strike in 
New York n> press for the 
release of a maths teacher 
jailed after they met, fellow 
activists said Tuesday. 

Wang Bing/hang. expelled 
from China on Feb. 9 for 
attempting to gamer support 
for an opposition political 
group called the Justice Party, 
started u hunger strike out- 
side the United Nations 
building in New' York ar noon 
( 1 7LXJ GMT ) Monday. 

He will take turns along 
with fellow dissident Zhang 
Lin and other members of the 
Justice Party to hold 24-hour 
fasts until maths teacher 
Wang Tingjin is released 
from jail in China. 

"The Justice Party has 
decided that from noon on 
Feb. 16 its members will 
cany out a hunger strike out- 
side the U.N. Pla/a to call 
upon Lite U.N. Human Rights 
Commission to intervene in 
China’s violations of human 
rights." spokesman Fu 

Shenqi said in a fax. 

“We call on ihe Chinese 
government to immediately 
release Wang Tmgjin and we 
will not siup fasting until the 
day w hen he is released.” he 
added. 

Wang Bing/hang was 

deported from China after 
entering tlte country on a 
false name and travelling 
around the dissident commu- 
nity for more titan two weeks 
tu gamer support fur the 
Justice Party. 

Beijing does not permit the 
establishment of new politi- 
cal parties and has in the past 
jailed those who challenge its 
authority w ith ihc crime of 
attempting to overthrow the 
suvern/nenl. 

While three of those 
detained in connection with 
the case have been released, 
43-vear-uld maths teacher 


Wang Tingjin. who served a 
two-year prison term for 
involvement in the 
Democracy Wall movement 
in 1979. remains in detention. 

One of the three di.ssiJems 
released also joined in 
Tuesday with calls for Wang 
Tingjin's release. 

In a letter to Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin. Yang 
Qinheng demanded to know 
why die main activist. Wang 
Bingzhung. had been 
released w bile Wang Ting in 
remained in jail. 

"It is very regrettable thar 
Wang Tmgjin remains in jail 
while Wang Bingzhung has 
already been deported. Does 
d\is mean that China only 
acts under pressure lirom 
overseas and Wang Tingjin 
wjJJ slay in jaiJ because he 
has no one to defend him.” he 
said from his home in 
Shanghai. 

Wang Ting in uas Liken 
into custody along with 
Wong Bing/hang on Feh. 6 in 
the lown of Bengbu in east- 
ern .Anhui prov ince. 

But according to the Hong 
Kong-based Information 
Centre of Human Rights and 
Democratic Movement in 
China, the two Wangs did not 
previously know each other. 

"When Wang Bingzhung 
went to China he was given 
Wang Tingjin’s name by 
Zhang Lin. who is now in 
exile but also used to live in 
Bengbu." the group said in a 
fax.' 

“Wang Tingjin went tu 
meet Wang Bing/hang 
because he thought it would 
be rode not to go.” it added. 

The i wo Wangs w ere 
detained by police about 3U 
minutes alter they met up. 
and Wang Tingjin's wile has 
had no further information on 
the whereabouts of her hus- 
band. 

She wrote a petition to the 
Chinese authorities SunJay 
calling for his immediate 
release. 


South Korean court 
upholds 3-year sentence 
on president’s son 


SEOUL t.AFP) — The son of 
outgoing South Korean 
President Kim Younc-Sam lost 
an appeal Tuesday against a 
three-scar jail sentence for 
influence peddling and tax eva- 
sion. 

“He defied a call for the erad- 
ication of corruption and irregu- 
larities hy evading tax and 
receiving money from business- 
men despite his status as the son 
of the incumbent president, 
which requires strict moral con- 
sciousness.” senior Judge Kwon 
K wane -Jung said as he read out 
the verdict. 

‘Tough punishment is - needed 
to preempt the recurrence of 
similar cases in our history ." 

Kim Hyun-Chul’s case was 
the first ever in South Korea 
wlicre a court had used (ax eva- 
sion charges to punish a recipi- 
ent of “political" donations by 
businessmen. 

The 38-vear-old Kim Hyun- 
Chul. win was released last 
November on bail, vvaiked 
grim-faced out of the court say- 
ing he would "respect the deci- 
sion." 

But his disappointed lawyers 
said they would lake the case io 
the supreme court Mr. Kim is 
charged with hiding 6.6 billion 
won (S3.8 million) milked from 
six businessmen in Ixurowed 
name bank account). 

“There is no change in our 
position that he is not guilty.” 
defence lawyer Suh Sang-Kyu 
was quoted hy Yonhap News 
Agency as telling reporters. 

"Since it is an unprecedented 
ruling, it is necessary lo get the 
supreme court’s last verdict," he 
said. 

The lawyers were hoping the 
court would hand down a sus- 
pended sentence and have the 
case wrapped up before the 
president, their client's lather, 
leav es office on Feb. 25. 

The arrest of the younger Kim 
on May 17 last year had badly 
damaged the image of President 
Kim who look office in 1993 
vowing to wipe out corruption. 

Tbc senior Kint shook the 
political establishment when he 


put two former presidents — 
Chun Doo Hwan and Roh Tae- 
Woo — behind bars, and 
promised not to accept even a 
penny while in office. The two 
former chiefs of state were 
released last month on special 
amnesty. After the Chun and 
Roh trials, the president quickly 
came under pressure to reveal 
details of his 1992 election 
funds, alleged by the opposition 
to exceed SI. I billion. 

The court Tuesday, however, 
said they would allow Mr. 
Kim's son to stay out of jail, 
abiding by a decision to allow 
him to remain ot bail until a 
final Supreme Court hearing. 

The son has admitted receiv- 
ing money and keeping it in 
burrowed -name accounts. But 
he has denied the charges of 
influence peddling, claiming no 
strings were attached io the 
money. 

But prosecutors, who had 
vailed for the sentence io be 
increased io seven years, allege 
Mr. Kim is still hiding millions 
of dollars collected from busi- 
nessmen in ihe five years since 
his lather took office. 

In previous hearings, the 
younger Kim had offered to 
donate some seven billion won 
of his assets to the government, 
both as a sign of repeniance and 
to bead off mounting criticism 
against his father. 

South Korean newspapers 
commenting on the sentence, 
raised the possibility that the 
same tax evasion charges could 
be used against President-elect 
Kim Dae-Jung. 

President-elect Kim, who had 
been accused last year by the 
former ruling party ot' slashing 
away millions in slush funds, 
had also admitted to receiving 
money, but denied strings were 
attached. 

Kim Hyun-ChuTs appeal 
rejection "may affect investiga- 
tions by prosecutors on 
(President-elect.) Dae-Jung s 
alleged slush fund because pros- 
ecutors may now face pressure 
lo be equal in its investigation,” 
the Kookmin Dbo said. 
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Keeping a steady course 


THE CABINET reshuffle announced yes- 
terday signals no basic change in policies 
the government has pursued since its for- 
mation nearly a year ago. The fact that His 
Majesty King Hussein approved only a 
modest change in ministerial portfolios 
means effectively that this Is the time to 
renew confidence in the prime minister, Dr. 
Abdul Salam Majali, and be prepared to the 
double crisis to our east and west. 

In actual terms neither regional nor inter- 
national conditions warrant a change of 
course. With the Middle East peace process 
at a standstill and the Iraq crisis threaten- 
ing to blow up into a major military confla- 
gration, regional considerations would pre- 
clude a dramatic shift in our national per- 
spectives at this critical juncture. 

There will come a time, though, when the 
country would have to reconsider several 
local policy issues as well review some of its 
regional and international postures. On the 
local level, the “defeat” of the government 
on the amendments to the 1993 Press and 
Publications Law by a high court decision 
could be regarded as a vote of no-confi- 
dence. How to end the alienation of the 
opposition will also be an important issue 
for any future government to tackle and 
solve. The double regional crises, on the 
other hand, are taking their toll on our eco- 
nomic and fiscal well-being. At the very 
least they are straining the government’s 
ability to cope with them. The situation in 
Iraq, whose explosion could pose a major 
threat to our trade and commerce with that 
country, is particularly disturbing. 

This is a time for continuity, steadfastness 
and preparedness at the national level. Dr. 
Majali's government has been steering a 
middle course amid the big challenges, and 
we hope that it can do even better after yes- 
terday’s reshuffle. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Dustour’s Mohammad Daoud accused Che gov- 
ernment of neglecting its responsibilities with regard to 
the local labour market which, he said, is currently in a 
state, of chaos. The presence of half a million non- 
Jordanian workers in the country is not due to what the 
government calls “the culture of shame,” implying that 
Jordanians shun occupations filled by guest workers, 
but is due to the failure of the concerned authorities in 
dealing with the issue and preventing non-Jordanians 
from coming in great numbers, increasingly Jordanians 
are taking vocational training courses with the hope of 
finding jobs for reasonable pay, but the government is 
flooding the country with guest workers to please the 
employers who engage non-Jordanians, who demand 
less pay and do a million other jobs as well free-of- 
charge in order to retain their jobs and stay in the coun- 
try, charged the writer. He said the concerned authori- 
ties demand only that die guest workers obtain work 
permits and pay the work permit fees, and are not con- 
cerned with ending the present chaos in the labour mar- 
ket. He said it is not possible to deal with the unem- 
ployment problem in Jordan as long as the country 
continues to open its doors to non-Jordanian workers. 


AJ Arab A1 Ya win’s Riham Farra expressed oppo- 
sition to a ban on pro-Iraq demonstrations imposed by 
the governments of Egypt, Palestine and Jordan saying 
that the ban reflects badly on the three countries’ image 
and shows them to be undemocratic. These govern- 
ments believe that by such restrictive measures they are 
pleasing the U.S., when in reality they are stifling the 
opinion of their own citizens who are filled with indig- 
nation in view of the injustice done to Iraq, said the 
writer. She said muzzling public opinion reveals that no 
democracy exists in these countries and that they are 
succumbing to the desires of the U.S. The writer said 
the three governments should have allowed the public 
to express their views openly and stage demonstrations 
to express their protest against the use of force on Iraq. 
By so doing these governments would have gained 
credibility as democratic regimes, she added. These 
governments could have arranged for counter protests 
by moderate elements who can demand that U.N. reso- 
lutions be implemented in all cases without any double 
standards and so open the way for all factions to 
express their views. The writer said by using force 
against the demonstrators these governments are doing 
more damage to themselves than to Iraq, and they are 
definitely not doing a favour to the U-S. 



Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


Surrender and declare victory 


THE U.S. Senate adjourned last week without passing a 
resolution in support of a military strike against Iraq. 
Since the Senate will not reconvene until Feb. 23, the 
Congress can take no action for at least one week. 

The Senate’s refusal came as a surprise to some, espe- 
cially given the bellicose rhetoric of some Senate lead- 
ers in recent weeks. These public comments apparently 
masked iprivate concerns. 

Many senators, for example, privately question the 
ultimate goals of a military strike and ask what could, in 
reality, be accomplished even by the “substantial and 
decisive” air strikes threatened by the administration. 
What, they ask, would be the options left to the United 
States if the Iraqi regime survived the arracks still defi- 
ant of the U.N. inspections? Others raise concerns about 
the negative consequences resulting from such attacks 
— civilian casualties, destabilisation and the potential 
for an anti-American backlash that might prove threat- 
ening to U.S. allies in the region. Finally, there are ques- 
tions about the cost of the operations z£nd concerns about 
how these costs are going to be covered. 

The White House still insists that it can take limited 
military action without congressional approval. This has 
historically been the position taken by past administra- 
tions. The Bush administration, for example, maintained 
that it had constitutional authority to act against Iraq in 
1991 without congressional approval, but it welcomed 
the blessing it received from the Senate shortly before 
launching its attack in January of that year. 

The Clinton administration can act alone, but given the 
seriousness of the Congress’ reservations and the poten- 
tial political fall-out should the risky military venture 
fail, it seems unclear whether the White House will act 
without further congressional consultations. 

This failure of the Republican-led Senate to give its 
blessing was only one of a number of new developments 
that added complexity to the Gulf crisis in recent weeks. 


Several prominent liberal Democratic members of 
Congress have formed a caucus of members opposed to 
an y military action. They have taken to the airwaves and, . 
in some cases, to demonstrations in front of the White 
House to make their case. 

While the opposition of liberals might have been 
expected, there were some surprising developments on 
the conservative side as well. 

The old cold warriors of the neo-conservative move- 
ment have continued to beat the war drums, but more 
traditional conservatives have stepped up their public 
opposition to a conflict. Many prominent and influential 
conservative political commentators have been express- 
ing their reservations about U.S. -Iraq policy for several 
weeks; they were joined a few days ago by Jack Kemp, 
the 1996 Republican vice presidential candidate and a 
le ading contender for the 2000 Republican presidential 
no minati on. In what is most certainly a risky move, 
Kemp issued a plan to end the stand-off and ultimately 
to end the economic sanctions against Iraq. In essence, 
the Kemp plan calls for Iraq to agree to unrestricted 
inspections for a six -month period. At the end of this 
period, if Iraq can be certified to be free of weapons of 
mass destruction, the U.N. would then move to end eco- 
nomic (not mili tary ) sanctions against that country. 

Kemp's is only one, albeit the most prominent, of 
many plans being circulated and discussed as a way of 
ending the crisis. Although these efforts differ in some 
of their details, they share a number of common points 
as well. All of these proposals seek to find a way out of 
the current stand-off by reconciling the U.N.’s insistence 
on unrestricted inspections and the elimination of all 
weapons of mass destruction programmes with what is 
believed to be Iraq's concern that there be a defined 
process that will end economic sanctions when full com- 
pliance is verified. 

With these developments, the situation has become 


more complex than it was a few weeks ago. The Iraqi 
regime’s game of brinkmanship has produced some tan-, 
gible results. There is greater awareness and concern 
than ever before for the plight of the Iraqi people. The 
decision to dramatically increase the U.N.’s food-for-oil 
programme to over $1 1 billion per year is significant in 
this regard. At the same time, Iraq’s isolation in the Arab 
and international arenas has been reduced. Finally, there 
is a growing debate both internationally and in', the 
United States regarding the sanctions policy. 

Given all of this, however, the Iraqis must recognise 
that there is no lessening of support for full implemen- 
tation of the U.N. resolution requiring unrestricted 
inspections and a verifiable end to all weapons of mass 
destruction programmes. Despite the fervent desire of 
many, both in the Arab World and internationally, to see 
an end to the current government in Iraq, most have 
become resigned to the fact that the- regime will in aJj 
probability survive. This can be accepted, however, only 
if it complies with its obligations and is militarily con- 
tained. 

But lest the government of Iraq misread the situation, 
it must understand that even with the dangers brought on 
by the complexities and uncertainties of recent develop- 
ments, it hardly seems possible that the Clinton admin- 
istration can pull back from its threat of force if Iraq 
fails to agree to inspections. Even without congression- 
al support and even with the attendant risks and the neg- 
ative consequences of U.S. attacks, the administration 
appears to be too over-committed to back away from its: 
position. And many U.S. allies in the Middle East who 
fear the consequences of a U.S. attack also fear thereon-, 
sequences of the United States losing face in this stand- 
off. 

The ball remains in Saddam Hussein's court. The 
question is will he be smart enough to surrender and, 
recognising his gains, declare victory. 


Finding the right balance to revive the peace process 


By George S. Hishmeh 


WASHINGTON — Palestinians and Israeli 
negotiators were back in town for another 
feeble attempt at peace-making under the 
aegis of a Clinton administration that is oth- 
erwise distracted by seemingly intractable 
problems, in the Gulf region and over the 
sex-and-lies scandal engulfing the White 
House. 

The assertion’s by a key U.S. aide directly 
involved in the Palestinian-Israeli talks that 
“a way must be found” to pursue the Middle 
East peace process offered an intriguing 
perspective in contrast to the one aired by a 
prominent Israeli analyst who told a differ- 
ent audience that “almost nothing can hap- 
pen in this city” that will push the process 
forward. 

What prompted the Israeli’s dismay on the 
eve of the second American try at reviving 
the crippled Middle East peace process was 
the collapse of President Clinton’s reported 
strategy to twist the arras of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu. 

The Israeli leader had preceded 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat for the 
inconclusive talks at the White House last 
month just as the stand-off with Iraq over 
the U.N. inspectors escalated and the 
alleged affair between Clinton and a young 
White House intern surfaced. 

Ehud Sprinzak. a professor at Haifa 
University in Israel and his country's lead- 
ing authority on the Israeli Right, saw two 
alternatives to the 1 1 -month stalemate in a 
talk at the prestigious Center for Strategic 
and International Studies last week. 

Describing the Palestinians as “tired and 
weak and lacking any support or world 
sympathy.” he thought one alternative is 
“total surrender.” 

The other, he continued, is an “armed 
insurrection” which he said would be 
bloodier than the intifada, the Palestinian 
uprising that erupted against Israeli occupa- 
tion in the late eighties. A Palestinian armed 


“will mean tough 
many casualties” 


insurrection today 
actions, including 
Sprinzak said. 

“I do not have the instruments to tell 
which of these alternatives are closer.” he 
continued, “but I am increasingly convinced 
that almost nothing can happen in this city.” 

Aaron Miller, the State Department’s 
deputy coordinator for the Middle East 
peace process, was consumed in defending 
the U.S. role, often described officially as 
“honest broker,” in the face of criticism 
from some elements within the American 
Jewish community about the growing U.S. 
role in the negotiations. 

As a matter of fact, the invitation to the 
closed-door briefing at the Washington 
1 Institute for Near East Policy noted that 
“the depth of U.S. involvement in the stale- 
mated Israeli-Palestiman track — from the 
president’s role in diplomacy to the U.S. 
role in facilitating Israeli-Palestinian securi- 
ty cooperation — is unprecedented.” 

Miller argued that the United States is “in 
a unique and irreplaceable position” to play 
a role in the resolution of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. “I say that not with arrogance or 
hubris, although I do say it with a great deal 
of pride." 

He continued. ‘To see U.S. policy as an 
all or nothing proposition is not an accurate 
way to look at what is it we do. It is not a 
question of the U.S. either being in the 
room with the parties as a full-fledged 
mediator, drafting agreements and bridging 
gaps on the one hand, or sitting back on the 
sidelines with little or no role to play on the 
other.” 

Miller was also mindful of some Arab 
demands for others to take pan in mediating 
a settlement The United States, he wenron. 
“has acquired more influence and credibili- 
ty and more confidence with all of the par- 
ties to the conflict than any other external 
actor or player in the international system.” 

The issue, he continued, has always been 
about finding “the right balance, between 


doing too much on one year and not enough 
on the other” 

The senior State Department aide also 
took time to explain the rationale for the 
two-step approach — interim and perma- 
nent — for a Mideast settlement as laid out 
in the Oslo accords. He said, “this is a con- 
flict that evolved in stages over time; it will 
only logically be resolved in stages over 
time.” 

Accordingly, he added, “we have to 
recognise that one of the great conflicts of 
the 20th century will be resolved as a con- 
sequence of a process ” 

He admitted that the peace process is no 
longer “self-sustaining” but it is not that 
“we do not have negotiations; we do, but at 
the moment they are not functioning the 
way they should be.” What is ai risk, in the 
opinion of Miller, is that “the logic of Oslo, 
or the logic of partnership that made the 
implementation of Oslo possible.” 

In a no-holds barred session, Ehud 
Sprinzak was more forthright: “In my 
judgement, the Oslo accords is almost 
dead” 

He laid the blame on President Clinton. 
He pointed out that the Israeli prime minis- 
ter returned home triumphant, having 
“defeated” not only Arafat but Clinton as 
well. 

Sprinzak pointed to the media buildup 
here that said Clinton was ready to lean on 
Netanyahu especially after he snubbed him 
earlier when he refused to see him. 

Instead, the Israeli prime minister came to 
town without any mandate from his govern- 
ment, certainly not to discuss any “two- 
digit" pullback, the Israeli professor said, 
and scored “a major and dramatic slap in 
the face” of the American president when, 
on the eve of the talks, he appeared at a rally 
of anti-Clinton Christian fundamentalists at 
a downtown Washington hotel. 

“It is almost, some of my friends suggest- 
ed, like President Clinton coining to 
Jerusalem to visit Israel but on his way 


stops in Gaza and visits Sheikh. Yassin (the 
Hamas leader) to say hello.” 

Sprinzak continued: “Not only did it hap- 
pen, but the prime minister of Israel got 
away with it The whole preparations (for 
an American showdown), the whole oigani- 
sation, everything, produced no results 
whatsoever. Perhaps, we know today, 
because the president had other matters (on 
his mind).” 

The Israeli professor expressed doubt that 
the U.S. can recoup from this setback and 
start all over again even if the crisis with 
Iraq is settled and the uproar over the sex 
scandal dies down. 

What is more ominous in his thinking is 
that the Netanyahu strategy for galvanizing 
the Christian Right in the United States ir 
working. “The strategy of playing hard baD 
has paid off" he emphasised Tt was ndt_. 
Israeli chutzpah, but playing hard ball 
domestic American politics.” 

Sprinzak then faulted the Palestinians for 
not doing “a better job in this country, in 
this town. “The one thing which T found 
most amazing since 1 came to this city ax 
months ago is the total absence of the 
Palestinian, or for that matter, Arab voice 
that would properly present what is going 
on.” 

“Basically,” he continued, “this is a situa- 
tion of civil and human rights. The Israeli 
occupation and the creation of large settle- 
ments around Palestinians is increasingly 
becoming similar to South Africa in the bad 
old days.” 

The Palestinians have a case, he insisted. 
Many liberal groups in this country could, 
under certain circumstances, support them. 
“I have not seen many groups on Capitol. 
Hill because the Palestinians have deserted, 
in my judgement, the most important polit- 
ical front — Washington. D.C. and the 
United States of America.” 


The writer is a free lance journalist based 
in Washington, D.C. v 
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Reader recommended 


To the editor: 


BELOW IS an item from The Orlando Sentinel 
received by the Internet. 

I think it would be a good idea to publish it in the 
Jordan Times to reflect the double standard of the 
U.S. policy in the Middle East. 


A: Israel. 

Q: Which country in the Middle East seized the 
sovereign territory of other nations by military force 
and continues to occupy it in defiance of United 
Nations Security Council resolutions? 

A: Israel. 


Rashid A. Daoudi 
Amman 


A pop quiz on the 
Middle East — answers 
may surprise you 


Q: Which country in the Middle East routinely 
violates the international borders of another sover- 
eign state with warplanes and artillery and naval 
gunfire? 

A: Israel. 

Q: What American ally in the Middle East has for 
years sent assassins into other countries to kill its. 
political enemies (a practice sometimes called 
exporting terrorism)? 

A: Israel. 


By Charley Reese 
The Orlando Sentinel 


QUESTION: Which country alone in the Middle 
East has nuclear weapons? 


ANSWER: Israel. 

Q: Which country in the Middle East refuses to 
sign the Nuclear non-Proliferaiion Treaty and bars 
international inspections? 


Q: In which country in the Middle East have high- 
ranking military officers admitted publicly that 
unarmed prisoners of war were executed? 

A: Israel. 

Q: What country in the Middle East refuses to 
prosecute its soldiers who have acknowledged exe- 
cuting prisoners of war? 

A; Israel. 

Q: What country in the Middle East created 
762,000 refugees and refuses to allow them to return 
to their homes, farms and businesses? 

A: Israel. 

Q: What country in the Middle East refuses to pay 
compensation to people whose land, bank accounts 
and businesses it confiscated? 

A: Israel. 

Q: In what country in the Middle East was a high- 
ranking United Nations diplomat assassinated? 


A: Israel. 

Q: In what country in the Middle East did the 
man who ordered the assassination of a high-rank- 
ing U.N. diplomat become prime minister? 

A; Israel. 

Q; What country in the Middle East blew up an 
American diplomatic facility in Egypt and attacked 
a U.S. ship in international waters, killing 33 and 
wounding 177 American sailors? 

A: Israel. 

Q: What country in the Middle East employed a. 
spy, Jonathan Pollard, to steal classified docu- 
ments and then gave some of them to the Soviet. 
Union? 

A: Israel. 

Q: What country at first denied any official con-l 
nection to Pollard, then voted to make him a -’citi- 
zen and has continuously demanded that the 
American president grant Pollard a full pardon? ; 

A: Israel. 

Q:. What country on Planet Earth has the second 
most powerful lobby in the United States, accori- 
lng to a recent Fortune magazine survey of 
Washington insiders? 

A; Israel. 

Q : C0 ! inIr 7 in toe Middle East is in defi- 

ance of 69 United Nations Security Council reso- 
lutions and has been protected from 29 more by 
U.S. vetoes? - 

A: Israel. 7 7 

Q: What country is the United States threatening 

to bomb because "U.N. Security Council resolji- 




tions must be obeyed?’ 
A: Iraq. 
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‘Education, media and immigrants play vital roles in bridging gap between Islam, West’ 
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The followin'; address by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hasson at ihe 52Uth 
Wilton Park Conference “Building bridges 
between Islam and the West” was delivered 
by Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath F.i 
Hassan on Monday. 

HUSBAND. Crown Prince Hassan much 

regrets* not being here with you today hut 

Joes want ute to .sav how verv important he 
thinks meetings such ;ts this are. in the quest 
for greater understanding between peoples. He 
sends you his greetings, and has asked me to 
read you the following speech on his behalf. 

One ol the first, and most hrifliam. of 20ih 
century - Philhellenes, Rohen Byrun. main- 
tained that the greatness of Byzantium lav in 
uhai he lernied “ihe Triple Fusion": That "of a 
Roman body, a Greek mind and an oriental 
mystical soul. Throughout much of our event- 
ful history Muslims. Christians and Jews hair 
c verted a powerful inilucnce upon each other, 
and each other’s imagination. The interaction 
has also brought about an ambivalence which 
has become a salient lcature of the relationship 
between Islam and the West. Over ihe last lew 
days your task has been to contend with the 
adverse dimension of this ambivalence. 

By the time the churches of Constantinople 
jnd Rome had reached a parting of the ways, 
die Christians of Egypt. Syria \mJ Iraq had 
already been under Muslim rule for over four 
centuries. Christian Arabs arc in no wav alien 
to Muslim or Arab society. They continue to 
share in each others’ history and culture as they 
have done for over 14 centuries, during which 
time they have continually contributed, and 
eminently so. to the material and moral fabric 
of their joint communities, either on their own 
initiative or by trustful request. 


totally incorrectly tliat any religion condones 
mindless acts of violence. 

We are sure that so long 
as Muslims feel 
marginalisation and 
exclusion, difficulties in 
building bridges between 
Islam and the West will 
continue. 


Much more appropriate is the sad realisation 
that there are, and will be, acts; of violence 
committed by those who happen to be Muslim 
or Jewish or Christian or perhaps none of 
these. One must realise that their religious 
beliefs are rarely the sole moving force behind 
their actions, it at ail. And sadly, if ihe media is 
nut properly informed, this kind of stereotyp- 
ing will prevail. The general contempt that the 
Western media often displays towards Islam 
does nut help the situation. 1 cite “Mamopho- 
bia: A Challenge to us all.” the work of the 
Runny mede Trust. They highlighted an unielc 
in the Sun (Nov. 12th. WOO), where a colum- 
nist spoke about encouraging immigrants to 
assimilate through scrapping the old (A for 
Apple i method of learning the alphalvct and 
introducing a new one: "A for Ayatollah, B for 
Baghdad. C lor Curry.. F for Photo... H lor 
Hi/bollah, I for Intifada. J lor Jihad... O lor 
Onion Haj f. The overlap between Mantoplm- 
bia, or anti-Muslim prejudice and racism is 



It is rather unfortunate that the impression that most 
Europeans have of contemporary Islam is gained 
from the popular media and not from history . : 


As the balance of power shifted back and 
forth between Europe and the world of Islam, 
both Muslims and Europeans have been at 
their worst when they sought iu dominate each 
other: and at their best when they looked to 
learn from each other. Islamic history cele- 
brates the achievements of those episodes of 
synthesis such as occurred in Andalusia and in 
Sicily; although regrettably even today, these 
tend to be glossed over in most European 
classrooms. The crucial role of Muslim civ jli- 
saiion in preserving and transmitting the intel- 
lectual legacy of ancient Greece has perhaps 
been more widely acknow ledged. However, 
die impact of European tvfeas in, the Muslim 
vvorld. particularly during this century, has. 
often been controversial." 

It is rather unfortunate that the impression 
that most Europeans have of contemporary 
Islam is gained from the popular media and nor 
from history. Perceptions of the Islamic world 
are often overlaid by perceptions of Islamic 
extremism. When the perpetrators of any ter- 
rorist action happen coincidentally to be Mus- 
lim, an exaggerated stress on their religion nor- 
mally gives rise to the glib bur regreitable term 
of “Islamic terrorism." There is no such thine 
as "Islamic terrorism.” "Jewish terrorism” or 
"Chrisiian terrorism." This juxtaposition of a 
faith and terrorism in a single phrase can imply 


quite obvious here. 

So. while the images of Muslim extremists 
are etched into European consciousness, they 
are by no means universally accepted in the 
Muslim world as models of good governance. 
Alternative models of Islamic leadership, 
which hold the middle ground and pursue a 
path of moderation, are nut widely known in 
the West. I believe that we are here to speak not 
only of bridges, but of the birth of a new Abra- 
ham ie language which can focus on the shared 
humanity that w*e have lost. Isaiah Berlin onee 
said. "We have it that the thinkers of the 
Enlightenment and their predecessors in the 
Renaissance, tended to look upon nature as" 
divine harmony. Th$ principal peed of man is. 
"to understand the external world, and himself, 
and the place that he occupies in the scheme of 
things. This is equally true of rationalists and 
empiricists. Christian natural i.si.s and pagans 
and atheists." 

1 would like to see this conversation and 
other inter- faith dialogue between what you 
choose to call "Islam and the West” evolve, as 
we approach the end of the millennium into a 
code of conduct based on patience, resilience 
and empathy. Some figures from the Muslim 
world have tried to initiate a global dialogue at 
various levels. I myself have been involved in 
inter-cultural and inter-faith initiatives for 


many years, and have always m night to put for- 
ward the moderate Muslim perspective. How- 
ever. one cannot help hut feel a sense of tr ni- 
tration. for a great deal depends on whether 
such initiatives succeed; and then success 
depends in ktrgc measure on their public 
recognition. It is a sad truth, however, thjt such 
initiatives rarely receive the kind ut media cov - 
emge that violent acts d<«. 

We are sure that su long as Muslims feel 
marginalisation and exclusion, ditticuiucs ui 
building bridges between Islam and the Wes* 
will continue. Jt is vitally important i< • stop the 
mutual demon i sat ion. Muslims must learn that 
there is no global conspiracy against them. and 
they must come to understand that European 
achievements, both intellectual and practical, 
can ultimately enrich and not Jestruy their 
lives And for its part, the West must treat 
Islam with the respect that is due to a world 
religion whose message and philosophy con- 
tinues to attract more and more adherents each 
year. That one person in live on this earth is 
now- a Muslim, is not entirely due to the high 
birth rales ot many Muslim communities. The 
West must show that it does not see Islam as its 
enemy; but this does not mean that it should 
for a moment hesitate to condemn those 
actions which violate ordinary norms of decen- 
cy. whoever commits them. To hold back in 
these cases is in fact an insult to true Muslims. 

Education, as well as the media, plays a v ital 
rule. Both arc powerful tools that can either 
create gulls that ( separate. ,or build bridges of 
understanding and tolerance. School curricula 
, in particular mu ; st.bei looked at .and revised to 
eliminate a detrimental and harmful cl feet on 
young, malleable minds. The media — w ritten. 
visual or broadcast — as well as academic cur- 
ricula, must project unbiased images and can 
be formed with a view to explain, analyse and 
educate. It is as easy to unite as it is to divide. 
The power of television cannot be underesti- 
mated. That people have to be enlightened not 
only in schools but in their own living rooms. 

The written media has a great deal to cover 
which they ignore at the moment. Ali Ma/rui. 
the renowned anthropologist, has put it suc- 
cinctly in a recent essay in Foreign Affairs say - 
ins that Muslims are often criticised for not 


producing the best, but they are seldom con- 
gratulated 1«.>! an ethic that has averted the 
worst. Muslim societies are being transformed 
almost beyond recognition. Social life and 
work ethics are changing; human rights and 
citizens’ urg uni sat ion- are thriving. Democra- 
cies with transparent, accountable practices are 
developing. Perl raps more important in the 
long-term. Muslim rls inkers in the Middle East 
and North A Inca, in South-East Asia and in the 
Euro-. American Diaspora ore producing nunl- 
rrtic ,u id progressive interpretations of J>lani. 

Another legacy *»f history i> the presence ot’ 
large numbers of Muslims abroad, and partie- 
nlajly tn Europe, where an estimated s»\ to ten 
million Muslims now live Wc believe that 
these Muslims eat), and should, help in bridg- 
ing the gap between civilisations. Although the 
way is never entirely smooth, most second and 
third generation Muslim immigrants are now 
integrating into their host societies. Of course. 
;t cannot he denied that this process is ham- 
pcied both by the religious discrimination that 
continues in some European societies, and vice 
versa, particularly with the revival of popular 
nationalism. But the integration of Muslim 
communities will take place only on the basis 
of their acknowledgement of the prevailing 
rule of law. Having said this, one should add 
that Muslims by and large, respect the rule of 
their host stales and the applicable laws. This 
is because Muslims are not an alien race, but 
are fur the most part normal law - abiding citi- 
zens like any others with noonal hopes, fears 
and aspirations. It is worthwhile to note that 
Islam encourages integration in that not.* only 
because the principles of the religion require 
that a Muslim minority should obey a state in 
which it is resident, just as a Muslim state 
expects non-Muslims to respect it and to abide 
by its laws, whilst preserving their rights to 
total freedom to practise their own religion 
unimpeded by the host state. That some Mus- 
lim countries regrettably do not allow non- 
Muslims total freedom of worship is to do with 
that country \ own particular civil law and has 
nothing to do with Islam. 

Politicians and parliamentarians bear a 
weighty responsibility towards bridge build- 
ing. Consultation and dialogue must take place 


between those from both sides. Again, under- 
standing and empathy are the keys to this prob- 
lem. Neither Muslims nor Europeans should 
be asking for special privileges. They should 
not demand what is denied to others. However, 
Muslims are merely asking for their religion to 
be recognised within the European context. 
Given the continuation of state financial assis- 
tance for Christian institutions in nominally 
secular countries, Muslims legitimately won- 
der whether European communities could not 
extend the same facilities to their institutions. 
This would allow them a vital degree of finan- 
cial and therefore political independence. We 
are therefore heartened to learn that two Mus- 
lim schools in Britain are to receive state finan- 
cial support, whilst hoping that the administra- 
tions of these schools remember and act upon 
the guidelines that were mentioned earlier on. 

We in the Middle East were also heartened 
by the approach of the Barcelona Process, ft 
has called for a partnership between Europe 
and the southern Mediterranean area which is 
clearly in the interest of boih sides. The mutu- 
al concerns go far beyond those topical issues 
of the day — religious extremism, terrorism, 
immigration, weapons of mass-destruction — 
and touch on the factors that together will 
shape our common future. We believe that 
such an approach can help to tackle the dispar- 
ities and distortions that are the legacy of con- 
flict in the Middle East, by building a zone of 
shared prosperity, by giving all of our peoples 
a stake in a peaceful future. We would like, and 
hope, to see similar patterns and frameworks 
created for other parts of the world of Mam. 
What is particularly welcome about Barcelona 
is that it dispels the stereotype of a Middle East 
summarised in three vested interests — oil. 
security and the strategic worth of Israel. 
Barcelona reminds us that politics are. or 
should be, about people lanthropoliticsi which 
is what the term means. 


. . Muslims are merely 
asking for their religion 
to be recognised within 
the European context 


Dialogue is the essential prerequisite to these 
objectives. Interfaiih and inter-cultural dia- 
logue are particularly vital in building peace, 
for faith and culture are central components of 
identity. We would like to see the formulation 
of an international code of conduct for inter- 
faith dialogue outlining its rules and ultimate 
objectives. The West-lsiamic Dialogue could 
be seen as inter-ethical rather than inter-reli- 
gious, Our search is for common values..* for 
mutual respect based on self-respect, and for 
bridges rather than boundaries. 

We firmly believe that this dialogue must 
have an intellectual as well as a political basis, 
and therefore it is good to see so many distin- 
guished scholars taking part in this confer- 
ence. For only through consultations of this 
nature can we build a future in which the West 
and the Muslim world are no longer rivals, 
eyeing each other warily, but partners linked 
by the bonds of geography, history and cul- 
ture, who willingly join hands in common 
endeavour. Only in this way will the gap be 
bridged. 


Italians cut up by British move 
to slice ham 


By Vann Tessier 
Reuters 

PARMA (Italy) — Ham and 
cheese have made thi> north- 
ern Italian town the food 
capita! of Italy, but this 
month it has also become the 
epicentre of a gastronomic 
row with the British. 

It is a battle fora slice of a 
muJti-miJJiun dollar business 
that has enraged culinary 
passions, dented national 
pride and generated court- 
room drama. 

At stake is the right to slice 
ham from Parma and still be 
able to call it ham. 

In a London court last 
week, the British supermar- 
ket chain ASDA won the 
right to import ham from 
Parma, slice it in Britain and 
still be able to use the name. 

That has infuriated the Ital- 
ians. They say the ruling flies 
in the face of European law 
and harms a ceiuuries-old 
industry. 

They also say it opens the 
door to fraud. Rogue opera- 
tors could chop up any ham 
and call it Parma. 

“The risk of fraud exists.” 
said Maurizio Tosini. “h II 
become almost impossible to 
judge in a packaged product, 
be it wine or hum. i! dial 
which has been packaged is 
the genuine ham or the gen- 
uine" wine." he told Reuters 
Television. 

ASDA says it can slice the 
ham where it wants - espe- 
cially when it means the 
product is 20 per cent cheap- 
er. 

“Whether we slice our 
harm in, Preston, Peterbor- 
ough or Perth is completely 


irrelevant” said ASDAs 
group marketing director 
Steven Cain. 

it's a legal matter 

Ham, like Burgundy wine. 
Camembert cheese or 
dozens of other luxury prod- 
ucts. is protected by a Euro- 
pean law which says that 
only products from the 
region of origin can bear the 
name. 

In the High Court in Lon- 
don, the Italians argued in 
vain that law applied to the 
slicing and packaging as. 
well. 

Tosini has no intention of 
eiving up. He is appealing 
the ruling and should it fail, 
he is prepared to lobby the 
Italian government to defend 
the cause of ham. 

“1 hope that the English, 
slowly — a* I know that they 
are Eurosceptics — manage 
to convince themselves that 
they do indeed belong to the 
European Union." he said. 

And there’s a lot to defend. 
More than four million legs 
of ham are produced every 
year. Exports go to more 
than 20 countries on every 
continent, bar Australia. 

The business as a whole 
Generates a turnover of 1.5 
trillion lire — just under one 
billion U.S. dollars. 

Strict controls 
rule the name 

The authorities go to extra- 
ordinary lengths to ensure 
quality is maintained and 
that only the finest is made. 

Ham is steeped in -.OUQ 
years of tradition — and a 


mountain of legislation. No 
less than six laws, presiden- 
tial decrees and ordinances 
lay out how to make it. 

Can be produced from 
only specially bred pigs from 
10 named areas in Italy. 

Each animal, led on a strict 
diet of chestnuts and whey, is 
branded ui birth with a code 
number that shows its ori- 
gins and each ham is fitted 
with a metal seal as it arrives 
in the factory from the abbu- 
toir. 

The passage from a 160- 
kilogramme. pig to a nine- 
kilogramme ham takes a lit- 
tle over one year. 

The hams go through 10 
ditferent processes — one of 
the most critical bring the 
salting of Lhe rind and uncov- 
ered muscle which gives its 
distinctive sweet taste. 

Only after seven months of 
careful maturing, with five 
more to go, is the distinctive 
five-pointed crown branded 
on to the ham. The seal is 
kept under lock and key and 
used under official supervi- 
sion to prevent any misuse. 

"Wc go to ail this trouble to 
ensure the quality of the 
product only to then lose 
control to tite English ” Tosi- 
ni said. "Why bother?" 

But the man who serves 
the ham behind the counter 
of the Salumeriu Garibaldi 
delicatessen has his own 
solution to end the row over 
who slices ham. 

“You should never ever eat 
pre-sliced. pre-packaged 
ham. It’s far better freshly 
cut, very thinly sliced, and 
with a bit of melon — if it’s 
in season." 


A bilingual Muslim World 


By Numan M. Gharalbeh 

ISLAM IS, and has long 
been, a truly international 
religion. The majority of 
Muslims presently live out- 
side the Arab World. There 
are Muslim minorities 
among non-Muslim popu- 
lations in countries as 
diverse as China, the Unit- 
ed States. Scandinavia, and 
Australia. Muslims speak 
all sorts of languages. A 
common language that the 
Muslims of the world 
would use to communicate 
more effectively has 
become a must. Such a lan- 
guage is expected to create 
a feeling of unity and soli- 
darity among Muslims ot 
different ethnic back- 
grounds. and tongues. 

The news rallying from 
Afghanistan, Algeria, 
Bosnia, Chechenya, Egypt. 
Indonesia, Iraq, Malaysia, 
Sudan. Turkey, the West 
Bank, and other parts of the 
world herald an abyss lhe 
Muslim populations are 
falling into while lhe 
civilised world is reaching 
for the stars. A unifying 
language would be used to 
forecast and try to over- 
come the rising problems 
that face the Islamic World. 

The recent economic 
problems that faced 
Malaysia, Indonesia, and 
lhe Asian Tigers’ 
economies revealed how 
intertwined lhe world econ- 
omy has become, and how 
fragile some of these 
economics are. The Muslim 
World is looking up to such 
countries as a model to 
overcome ethnic and reli- 
gious tensions lor lhe sake 


of economic growth and 
development. The myriad 
of languages that one 
comes ucrnv. in the Mamie 
World’s economies make it 
more difficult to communi- 
cate and coordinate 
amongst these economies 
anJ between them and the 
rest ol )he w orld. 

The new age of informa- 
tion technology and the 
world of the Internet offer 
li millers-, opportunities in 
communication, collabora- 
tion. and interactin' learn- 
ing. English i.s presently the 
dominant language in the 
world of the Internet. It is 
unfortunate that the majori- 
ty of devout Muslims still 
consider learning and 
speaking the English lan- 
guage distasteful. This ani- 
mosity may be historically 
justified, since English was 
the language of the British 
colonialists who oppressed 
the Arabs and Muslims dur- 
ing most of this century. 
However, this attitude has 
to change if the Muslims 
want to keep abreast uf the 
tide of accelerating knowl- 
edge in science, technology 
and economic prosperity. 
Religious prejudices siill 

exist to a significant degree 
among all religions and 
smaller sects and fanati- 
cism remains lhe greatest 
enemy of all. 

There is no douhl ihat 
English is ihe language 
spoken most on earth at the 
present time. The native 
speakers uf lhe Chinese 
Mandarin may be more 
numerous, hut not by the 
wildest stretch uf the imag- 
ination can the diversity of 
lhe nationalities of those 


who speak Mandarin be as 
close to the diversity of the 
nationalities of those who 
speak English as a second 
language. The causes of the 
dominance of the English 
language on the scene ore 
numerous and not the sub- 
ject of this discussion. 
However, this dominance 
heralds the dominance of 
the "Western” culture as a 
whole and cannot be 
ignored. 

The Muslim countries tor 
countries described as 
Islamic) have so far ignored 
dealing with very important 
issues on the minds of their 
youth. Issues such as sexu- 
al freedom, freedom to 
express scepticism about 
religion, resolving some 
scientific and philosophical 
arguments contradicting 
orthodox religious and cul- 
tural beliefs, and trying to 
accommodate the dramatic 
changes ihut the worlds of 
satellite TV and the World 
WiJe Web have brought. 

So far the stance of gov- 
ernments and the clergy 
was to "ignore your prob- 
lems. and they will go 
away.” Well, they won't, 
they never did and never 
w ill. As a result of this atti- 
tude, many paranoid views 
have emerged about a con- 
spiracy ihut the "West” and 
"Zionism** have woven to 
corrupt the minds of young 
Muslims. I do not believe 
in lhe presence of such 
intentional cultural inva- 
sion. ii is happening 
because ihe Arab and Mus- 
lim governments and ihe 
clergy are nol offering our 
youth any logical and suit- 
able alternatives. To men- 


tion one example. let us 
esamine our approach as a 
culture to the sexual 
impulses, feelings, fan- 
tasies, thoughts, and yearn- 
ings of our youth. Are we 
supposed to teJ) our youth 
"ignore them" or "brush 
them under the carpet”? If 
these are the only answers 
that we are going to offer 
uur youth, then let us not 
blame them if they get 
swept away by the "West- 
ern” style of life that 
accepts and validates these 
sexual strivings. 

In the age of the Internet, 
a global language tin addi- 
tion to the local languages) 
is the only viable solution 
to bring about an 
international understand- 
ing. communication, 

exchange of views and sci- 
entific knowledge, and 
other components of what 
defines our civilisation. A 
logical outcome of this 
would be the creation of a 
worldwide bilingual cul- 
ture, in which cultures 
around the globe save their 
language-specific aspects 
but join the rest of the 
world in the language-non- 
specific aspects. On one 
hand, this will preserve lit- 
erature and other language- 
specific cultural heritage. 
On the other, it will allow 
the Arabs and Muslims to 
join ihe rest of the world in 
welcoming the 21st century 
while keeping their identity 
as Arabic-speaking Arabs. 
Turkish-speaking Turks, 
Farsi-speaking Iranians, 
and so on and so forth. 

A quick look at the for- 
eign influences on our cul- 
ture shows the great domi- 


nance of the English-speak- 
ing American culture. 
Wouldn't Japan or China or 
even Indonesia have a sim- 
ilar impact on our culture if 
they used English as a 
medium ro express and 
communicate their cultural 
beliefs and behaviours? 

A hundred daily columns 
in an Arabic daily newspa- 
per explaining our views as 
Arabs ro ihe international 
community will not reach 
further than the borders of 
the Arab World. Nor is an 
article in Farsi in an Iranian 
daily newspaper going to 
explain the complexity of 
the situation in the Persian 
Gulf to Westerners. How- 
ever. an article in the New 
York Times, the Washing- 
ton Post, the Financial 
Times or equivalent is 
worth a thousand in some 
local newspaper in the Arab 
or Muslim World where 
almost all the readers share 
the same views, and preju- 
dices. 

Our children should 
explain themselves and 
their heritage to the rest of 
the world, not to their 
brethren and compatriots. 
We should lay the ground- 
work and help them and 
encourage them to become 
bilingual. This might be 
one of ihe most important 
steps to meeting the chal- 
lenges of ihe coining centu- 
ry and millennium. 

The writer is a clinical 
instructor of psychiatry ■ at 
the Faculty of Medicine of 
the Jordan University of 
Science and Technology in 
Irbid. He contributed this 
article to the Jordan Times. 
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Zarqa Chamber of Industry 
to commence operations Saturday 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, February 18, 1998 


By Ghalia AJul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The new chamber of 
industry in Zarqa Tuesday is set to 
commence operations on Saturday, 
despite calls from some industrialists 
to freeze the establishment of an inde- 
pendent chamber there. 

Seven board members were elected 
by acclamation on Monday, but the 
chamber has not yet registered any 
industry', according to the Zarqa 
Chamber of Industry Chairman 
Mohammad Tal. 

“We have already furnished our 
offices in Zarqa and we are pl annin g 
lo start operations on Saturday.” said 
Dr. Tal. 

This move enraged the Amman 
Chamber of Industry (ACI) and sever- 
al industrialists who said the govern- 
ment's decision to authorise the estab- 
lishment of a separate chamber of 
industry in Zarqa would harm the 
economy at a time when the private 
sector should join forces to confront 
challenges brought about by econom- 
ic globalisation. 

Some ACI supporters saw the move 
as undermining the role of the cham- 
ber — for decades the sole powerful 
lobby of over 9.000 industrialists 
across the country'. 


The controversy began when the 
government decided to authorise the 
establishment of an independent 
chamber of industry in Zarqa — as 
requested by 23 Zarqa-based industri- 
alists. 

Dr. Tal said the establishment of the 
Zarqa chamber was in line with the 
current law which allows for the 
establishment of such chambers. 

“According to the law, the Zarqa- 
based industries will bave to register 
with our chamber,” noted Dr. Tal 
referring to the 1000 industries based 
there for decades. 

However, the ACI is sparing no 
effort to convince other industrialists, 
planning to set up similar chambers in 
different govemorates, to reverse 
their decision and join the ACI in its 
plans to draft a legislation that would 
allow for the establishment of a 
national structure to look after the 
recession-hit sector. 

The government has supported the 
ACI to draft the legislation that would 
provide for the creation of the Jordan 
Chamber of Industry with offices in 
major cities across the country. 

Meanwhile, some Irbid-based indus- 
trialists seem adamant to forge ahead 
with the establishment of an industrial 
chamber in the northern city hosting 
more than 54 industries. 


But according to A1 Ra'i Arabic 
daily newspaper, the same industrial- 
ists decided to form a committee that 
will study the ACI plan to establish a 
national chamber that would look 
after their industries, currently enjoy- 
ing a free trade status in U.S. markets 
under an agreement with Israel. 

Jordan and Israel, in the presence of 
U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright, signed an agreement desig- 
nating Irbid Industrial Estate as a 
Qualifying Industrial Zone (QIZI at a 
controversial Middle East and North 
Africa economic conference held in 
Doha last November. 

Under the QIZ deal. Irbid-based 
enterprises, making anything from 
textiles to electronic components, will 
use what some officials call a “gift” 
that will allow their goods to penetrate 
U.S. markets free of customs duties 
without reciprocity. 

According to Al Ra'i, ACI Chair- 
man Khaldun Abu Hassan had a meet- 
ing with Irbid industrialists on Mon- 
day and said that independent cham- 
bers will not be financially or techni- 
cally capable to deal with current 
local and international developments. 

What is needed, he added, is a 
strong structure, capable of looking 
after the national industry as a whole. 


EU official reviews Euro>Med Partnership 


By G halia Alul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — - A European 
Union (EU I official Tuesday 
concluded a 2-4-hour visit to 
Jordan aimed at reviewing 
EU-Jordan relations as well 
as the British Presidency’s 
plans for the Euro-Mediter- 
ranean Partnership launched 
at the November 1995 
Barcelona Conference. 

The EU Presidency Coor- 
dinator for the Euro- 
Mediterranean Partnership, 
Richard Edis told reporters 
on Tuesday that the union 
was pleased "with Jordan's 
assessment of the Barcelona 
process” that covers cooper- 
ation in three dimensions: 
political and security; eco- 
nomic and financial; and 
social, including cultural and 
human relations. 

"We were very struck by 
Jordan's positive assessment 
of the Barcelona Process.” 
said Mr. Edis. whose coun- 
try' assumed the EU presi- 
dency on January 1, 1998. 

Jordan and the EU signed 
an association agreemenr in 
Brussels in November 1997 
with the aim of enhancing 
trade relations in preparation 
for the creation of a free 
trade area by the year 2010. 

Ministry' of Planning Sec- 
retary' General Nabil 


Amman Tuesday met with 
the European official and 
discussed the challenges 
posed by the association 
agreement as well as Jor- 
dan’s needs for further finan- 
cial and technical assistance 
from the EU for the rehabil- 
itation of potential industries 
in the country. 

“We agreed that there is 
more work to be done to 
rehabilitate key industries 
which have a value added.” 
Dr. Amman told the Jordan 
Times. 

A European mission visit- 
ed Jordan in December to 
help Jordan identify key sec- 
tors in which the EU could 
extend its financial and tech- 
nical assistance. 

The mission had voiced 
the EU’s commitment to 
continue supporting Jordan 
but stressed the importance 
of identifying key sectors for 
development in order to 
utilise the European finan- 
cial aid allocated to the year 
1999 in the most efficient 
manner. 

The European aid for 1999 
has not yet been announced. 

On the Middle East peace 
process, Mr. Edis said the 
EU has a well coordinated 
position, and any further 
stalemate in the peace talks 
“should nor be seen as fatal 
to the Barcelona process.” 


The British Ambassador to 
Jordan, Christopher Battis- 
corabe told reporters that the 
EU seeks to work closely 
with the United States to 
push the peace process for- 
ward. 

The EU is not seeking 
“competition with the U.S. 
We want to bave an influ- 
ence in the peace process,” 
said the ambassador. 

He added that the EU is the 
main economic contributor 
to the region, and has exert- 
ed “exceptional effort to 
help the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA)” 

The PNA received a total 
of $1.8 billion in European 
grants and loans since 1993. 

But Mr. Battiscombe said 
although the PNA receives 
regular EU financial and 
technical assistance, the 
Palestinian territories are 
suffering from economic 
regression. 

The EU wants to see 
“obstacles hindering the 
development of the Palestin- 
ian economy being 
removed," Mr. Battiscombe 
said. 

Mr. Edis, who is touring 
Middle Eastern and North 
African capitals, today 
leaves for Damascus and 
Beirut. 


Moroccan 
firms question 
water, power 
concession 


RABAT (R) — Morocco's 
General Confederation of 
Businesses (CGEM) ques- 
tioned Monday a 30-year 
water and power concession to 
be granted to a Spanish-Por- 
tuguese consortium for Rabat 
and rwo neighbouring towns. 

“We recall once again the 
need to let competition play its 
role, by resorting to lenders 
with the obligation to allow, in 
total transparency, national 
technical ability and financial 
capacities take part in all dele- 
gated management of public 
services.” CGEM said in its 
latest bulletin. 

The business association had 
earlier raised questions over 
the granting of a similar con- 
cession to a French company 
for power and water in 
Casablanca. 

CGEM which said had 
heard of the imminence of the 
accord through the media, 
“reaffirms its ioiaJ availability 
to bring once again its exper- 
tise to technical and financial 
evaluation of aspects of the 
contract plan to better take into 
account the requirements of 
competitiveness in Morocco's 
productive sector.” 


World Bank official 
praises Jordan’s 
economic achievement 


By Mahmoud Masharqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The World 
Bank has offered to grant 
Jordan $200 million worth 
of loans in 1998 to support 
the social safety package, 
water and road projects, in 
addition to higher educa- 
tion and vocational train- 
ing. director of Jordan 
Desk in the Middle East 
and North Africa region 
John MacGregor told the 
Arabic daily AJ Ra’i and 
the Jordan Times. 

Mr. MacGregor said the 
loan will be used to support 
300 impoverished areas in 
rhe Kingdom, including 
Palestinian refugees 

camps. 

On the volume of loans to 
Jordan. Mr. MacGregor 
said the bank has no specif- 
ic figures on the volume of 
loans to Jordan over the 
next few years, noting that 
such volume depends on 
Jordan's needs and requests 
for such loans. 


The World Bank official 
lauded Jordan's economic 
legislation, saying that they 
help attract foreign invest- 
ments, and called for press- 
ing ahead with the privati- 
sation drive, noting that it 
will help provide job 
opportunities for unem- 
ployed Jordanians. 

Mr. MacGregor said Jor- 
dan has been able to 
increase economic growth 
rates, and to maintain the 
low inflation rates at their 
present levels, in addition 
to reducing its foreign debt. 

He anticipated that the 
year 1998 will witness more 
investment opportunities in 
Jordan, stressing thar joint 
projects with Israel will not 
cause any harm to the Jor- 
danian economy. 

The World Bank official 
said the bank directs spe- 
cial attention to supporting 
the National Aid Fund to 
enable it to provide its ser- 
vices lo a larger proportion 
of people who needs the 
fund's support. 


Foreign capital imports 
to Israel up in 1997 


TEL AVIV CR) — Foreign 
investors put S3.7 billion 
into the Israeli economy in 
1997. an increase of Si bil- 
lion over 1996. the Bank of 
Israel said Tuesday. 

About half of the increase 
was the result of direct 
investments while the other 
half was from financial 
investments. 

Capital inflows by for- 
eigners in the second half 
totalled S2.2 billion, up 
from SI. 5 billion in Lhe first 
half. 

The Israeli private sector 
imported S4.8 billion in 
1997. against S2.4 billion 
in 1996. But jhe imports 
were concentrated in the 
first- half, when they 
reached S5.4 billion. 

In the second half Israelis 
exported S570 million, 
marking a turnaround from 
a huge flow of capital 
imports in the previous two 
and a half years. 

"Israeli residents effec- 
tively stopped taking credit 
in foreign currency from 
the banking system in the 
second half of 1997 while 
increasing their deposits in 
foreign currency in this 
period by SI. 3 billion” the 
Central Bank said in a 
statement. 

Israelis borrowed S229 
million in foreign currency 
from Israeli banks in the 


second half against S4.2 
billion in the first half. 

The inflow of capital by 
Israeli companies attracted 
to lower interest rates over- 
seas had put upward pres- 
sure on the Israeli shekel. 

Because of that the Bank 
of Israel was forced to 
intervene regularly in the 
local market to prevent the 
currency from appreciating 
outside its trading band. 

Israeli foreign currency 
reforms in June and the 
Southeast Asian crisis 
increased the exchange rate 
risk associated with taking 
foreign currency loans. At 
the same time, the-.- spread, 
between domestic and for- 
eign interest" fatesTTfas naf^ 
rowed. 

Foreign financial invest- 
ments in 1997 rose to $2.1 
billion from $1.4 billion in 

1996. Foreign investment 
in the Tel Aviv Stock 
Exchange more than dou- 
bled to $720 million from 
$335 million in 1996. 
though most of the increase 
was in the first half of 

1997. 

Direct investment by for- 
eigners in 1997 rose to $1.8 
billion from $1.3 billion in 
1996. Much of this was the 
result of privatisation, such 
as the sale of a controlling 
stake in Bank Hapoalim. 


THE Daily Crossword EtfrtBd by Wayne Robert Williams 


TMSFiczlesAaol.com 

ACROSS 
1 Beatnik abodes 
5 Coffee 
enhancement 
10 Mimic 
14 Wallach and 

bbbb bbbbb uhuu 

■■■■ ■■■■■ SMB 
HIBBBHBBB Hill 


15 Cuban dance 

16 Author of 


17 Work out at the 
gym 

19 On vacation 

20 Mass, caps 

21 Pitcher 

22 Greek goddess 
ot the moon 

24 Adds yeast 

26 Distance 
runner 

27 Wynn and Koch 

28 Teetered 
31 Parakeet 

enclosures 

34 Blaspheme 

35 Curb-side quaff 

36 Olfactory 
stimulant 

37 For rent, in 
London 

36 Gymnast 
Korbut 

39 HooTihan's rank 
abbr. 

40 Parents . 

41 Already 
claimed 

42 NYC street 

44 Dampen 

45 Broad smiles 

46 Drive-tn servers 
50 Rationalities 

52 Rocky crags 

53 Finger sign 

54 Kingsley, the 
writer 

55 Work out in the 
yard 

58 Over with 

59 Muse of lyric 
poetry 

60 Bread spread 
6T Tired feet 

62 Twangy 

63 Belgian river 

DOWN 

1 Piano control 

2 "Home ■ 

3 Ross or Rigg 



By Mary E. Brtndamour 
Lynn, MA 


4 Compass pL 

5 Regal 
headgear 

6 Midway marks 

7 Abu Dhabi 

honcho 

8 2 on the phone 

9 Most 
substantial 

10 Decorative 
bush 

11 Work out on 
•the road 

12 Flair ' 

13 Martha, the 
comic 

18 Oboist's 
purchase * 

23 What can l 

say? 

25 Swerve 

26 Paris moms 

28 Sullenly aloof 

29 Advantage 

30 College bigwig 

31 Hair splitter 

32 Jewish month 

33 Work out on 
the track 

34 Soft drinks 
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DQBEH9 BQnEJHEIEnEl 
□110 EDO QD0J 
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■ □Q0C3QQ □00] 
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BUB QDH1 □D00BQ 
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37 Villagers 

38 Solemn vow 

40 Bank letters 

41 To the point 

43 Gets up 

44 Pop Art master 

46 Terra 

47 Roundish 
shapes 


48 Tyrant 
flycatcher 

49 Spanish man 

50 Alan or Diane 

51 Melville's 
Types' sequel 

52 ' brilltg . . 

56 Mouths 

57 Actress Myma 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNES DAY, FEBRUARY 18,19 98 
By Linda C Black,- Tribune Ajedia Sefvic&iJi^^ 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You may have trouble'aiginag 
your position to an older person who has more authority. Migta. 
as well get used to it That's the coming phase. You’re going toV 
need to be more resourceful. Generally, your plan is to be font • 
right and direct, but now it’s better to be diplomatic. Practice, ; 
starting now. .. ' 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You have a slight advantage- 
this afternoon, especially if you're working with a strong pan- 
ner. You two may get an idea across that you’ve had trouble see- 
ing for weeks. The tide is turning in your favour. You’d just : . 
about given up all hope. But by persevering, you could win after -. 
all. . 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) People won’t want to make, 
changes today. Theyraight defend silly ideas with unreasonabkr 
enthusiasm. It's as if "they' re afraid they'll lose something if they - ' 
listen to your ideas. That could actually be true. There are 
changes predicted for the next few weeks, and you could be a 
major player in them. Today, listen rather than talk. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) This is a marvellous day for 
you, and it gets even better as night approaches. Schedule' a - 
romantic interlude. Your luncheon dare could go all the way- 
untii tomorrow morning. You're especially lucky in dealing with; 
foreigners right now. It doesn’t even matter if you speak the lan- 
guages. You’ll be able to communicate. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Tbs focus is on jointly held 
finances. This includes what you owe, what's owed yon. your.' 
savings and your life insurance. You might be able to achieve a 
long-so ugh t goal by convincing someone to join the project with ■ - 
you. Be thinking along those lines for the next few days yotr 
could solve all sorts of persistent problems. 

VIRGO: ^August 22 to September 22) You'D come up.. with a i 
-few good ideas, especially if there’s a Pisces around. They tend , 
to encourage that sort of behaviour You' should stay pretty well-- , 
grounded in reality today, however. A Scorpio won't la you get; 
too far off budget •• <■ 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22 ) Your best rime, for fhr- 1 
tation is early in the day. Breakfast is your best date opportunity. 
By lunch time, conditions change. You may have to- wok 1 
through your lunch hour Thai's OK. You’ll be so busy you 
won't even realise bow much time has gone by. Just stay on your 
toes and everything should work out fine. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21i You’re practically 
invincible. You’ve been running into some stiff competition' 
lately, but that's starting to change. Stake out the ground you 
want to keep. Ask again this evening about something you’ve 
already been turned down for. You could get a different answer. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21).The barrier . 
you've been up against is shifting. By this afternoon, you'll dis- 
cover new information and possibly head off in a new direction. 

It may be difficult to remember where you started. Stay focused! 
Tomorrow will be even more difficult. Get your goal firmly in 
mind, even if you have lo write it down. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 January 20^ YOu’re?always. •: 
interested in the past, but during the next few we&sybufattev • 
tiian will be YdcusSl on 3 k future. In order to do a riewcfibi£ J: 
you’ll have to come up with a new approach. Don't turn down~ ; 
the assignment, but do your homework. Fmd out wharyew ueedy 
to know and where you can get the information. . 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Over the next far." 
weeks, you should be pretty lucky with money coming in, but it - 
win have a tendency to slip through your fingers. That's the big 
assignment for the coming phase: Learn how to hold on to it?: 
Get off on the right foot by arranging for a payroll deduction Laid' 
your savings account right now. ; 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You've got the advantage - 
for the next month. You’ll be lucky in just about eveaythirnuThb- 
afternoon is excellent for decisions concerning romance, txrie' 
and friendship are closely linked right now. If you don’t haveix 
true love, consider a good friend. It might be time lo upgrade to?' 
die next level. • > 

Birtbstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx ; “ 



“When I was a boy my parents 
neglected me, but not nearly enough. 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GA**- 
by HhI Arnold and Mk» AraHo"' 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one teller to each square, to tom 
four ordinary words. 


PENTI 


YAWLB 


RELILK 
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Jordan Times, Wednesday, February 18 , 1998 


The Dead Sea: Jordan’s untapped ‘gold mine 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to ike Jordon Times 

AMMAN — True or 
false: Israel produces 4 1 
per cent of all Dead Sea 
cosmetics sold world- 
wide- 
False- 

la fact, research car- 
ried out at the Ministry 
of Planning has fauna 
that 41 per cent of all 
Dead Sea cosmetic 
products — shampoos, 
creams and soaps, 
known as “high-end" 
products — sold on 
world markets ore pro- 
duced in countries that 
don't even have Dead 
Sea shores. 

The majority — 5S per 
cent — are produced in 
Israel- And, strange but 
true, Jordan — enjoy inc 
SO kilometres of Deacl 
Sea coastline as well as 
a higher qualify of raw 
materials than neigh- 
bouring Israel — consti- 
tutes a mere one per cent 
of international produc- 
tion of Dead Sea cos- 
metics. 

“These statistics indi- 
cate that Jordan is sitting 
on an untapped gold ■ — 
or mineral — mine of 
export potential." says 
Aael A1 Ali, a researcher 
for the National Com- 
petitiveness Team 


(NCTj at the Ministry of 
Planning. The team has 
recently examined the 
industry to del ermine its 
competitiveness on 
vvorid markets and how 
it can be improved. 

"Jordan has neglected 
this young industry- for 
far too lung. Not only 
are producers ignoring 
substantial export poten- 
tial, but are also ignor- 
ing the domestic market, 
which is largely 
unaware of or uninter- 
ested in Dead Sea prod- 
ucts." Mr. Ali told the 
Jordan Times. 

“What we see is that 
there is enormous poten- 
tial for producers of 
Dead Sea products to 
boost revenues through 
the higher end of pro- 
duction." 

Last year, Jordan’s 
Dead Sea industry- rev- 
enues were estimated at 
34.7 million. Ninety per 
cent of this was from 
bulk sales — 
unprocessed suits and 
mud that become inare- 
dients in "the 
international cosmetics 
industry. The remaining 
ten per cent tS470.0(X)> 
came from the sale of 
cosmetic products — a 
fraction of the global 
Dead Sea cosmetics 
market, now estimated 


at $50 million annually. 

Additionally, Mr, Ali 
says, U2 per cent of all 
Dead Sea product sales 
arc exported. 

These numbers arc 
paltry when compared to 
Israel's booming Dead 
Sea industry. Israel's tup 
producer alone, 

A HAVA, pulled in $11.8 
million. According to 
Mr. Ali, approximately 
50 companies in Israel 
are producing cosmetic 

roduets from the Dead 

ea’s mineral-rich envi- 
rons. 

Fair enough, says Mr. 
Ali, as Israel’s industry 
does have a 28-year 
advantage. A HAVA 
commenced production 
in 1968, while Jordan’s 
first company, Lisan. 
was founded only in 
1986. 

Jordan already has a 
sound foundation on 
which it can build a 
competitive international 
industry: cheap labour 
and raw materials com- 
pared to Israel, says Mr. 
Ali. The NCT study 
showed that one tonne 
of Dead Sea salts 
extracted in Jordan sells 
for $194 abroad, while 
Israel's producers sell at 
$750 ncr tonne. The cost 
of laoour is also sub- 
stantially cheaper than 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 
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in Israel: $214 a month 
in Jordan compared to u 
minimum of SI 000 a 
month in Israel. 

Jordan's shortcoming, 
he asserts, is that pro- 
ducers have not concen- 
trated on high-end cos- 
metic production and 
have preferred to make a 
quick profit through 
bulk sales, while Israeli 
producers have recog- 
nised the value of 
exporting high-end cos- 
metics and packaging 
raw materials for export. 

"Only three or four of 
our producers are doing 
this,*’ he said. "We could 
also help ourselves by 
moving away from 
exporting bulk and 
packaging raw' materi- 
als.” 

For example, a tonne 
of exported mud can 
letch roughly $2,050. If 
producers would pack- 
age each tonne into 1 50 
gramme containers, a 
tonne can he sold for as 
much as $11,666. Mr. 
Ali asserts. 

"Tli is is a problem.” 
confirms Ilham Zyudat. 
general manager of 
Bloom Dead Sea Gifts 
Enterprise. "When you 
export bulk, you aren't 
building a brand name, 
and this is something 
that 1 really cannot 
understand. When you 
package a product, vou 
arc opening up empfoy- 
ment opportunities, 
making more money and 
building a brand name. 


which at the end of (he 
day is very \aluable." 

Producers maintain, 
however, that they face 
several problems in sell- 
ing finished products 
abroad mainly because 
of low standards uf 
packaging. This has also 
affected the potential of 
domestic sales. 

"The cosmetics indus- 
try — generally associ- 
ated with beauty and 
attractiveness — is 
heavily dependent on 
top quality packaging to 
promote sales at" home 
and abroad, says Mr. 
Ali. "This was one of 
producers' biggest com- 
plaints in ourVtudy.” 
Producers claim that 
locally available plastic 
jars and molds aren't 
well finished. And if 
they aren’t well fin- 
ished, says Ms. Zyudat, 
"customers simply 
>rod- 
lei 

alone buy it.” 

“1 found, at a trade 
show in Greece, a plas- 
tic tube that 1 thought 
would be suitable tor 
one of my products. I 
was impressed by the 
quality, colour and the 

f triming as weli as the 
id, which was a flip- 
top.” she says. 

"When 1 asked manu- 
facturers here to produce 
a similar tube, they said 
that they couldn’t' for a 
number 'of reasons. This 
is a real problem. 

“We need a packing 


won't pick up the pr 
uct otf the shell. 


centre for exports that 
studies the outside mar- 
ket and knows the needs 
of producers and the 
tastes of consumers." 

Likewise, in spite of 
the potential to exploit 
the Dead Sea to meet 
local demand lor cos- 
metic products, Jordan 
imported $22 million 
worth of cosmetic prod- 
ucts in 1995. 

The NCT's study 
claims this figure indi- 
cates that local con- 
sumers are still largely 
an untapped market. 

"We think this is 
because there is limited 
customer awareness of 
Dead Sea products and a 
lack of trust of locally 
produced products in 
general, and packaging 
again piavs a role," says 
Mr. Ali. ‘“And we see 
that producers don't 
market locally.” 

Producers concur that 
they don't try to exploit 
the local market, but 
counter the NCT’s rea- 
soning. 

"You have to consider 
that Jordan is a small 
market and there are 
already almost 40 pro- 
ducers of Dead Sea 
products," says Nabi! 
Hasson, general manag- 
er of Lisan, whose sales 
come mostly through 
finished product 

exports. 

He disputes the NCTs 
findings on the country’s 
global cosmetic sales, 
estimating that they may 


be as much as ten per 
cent of global market 
share. However, he 
remarks that he prefer to 
stay out of the local mar- 
ket because of "cash 
flow problems.” 

"People here are diffi- 
cult to deal with on a 
professional basis." he 
says. "In 1991, for 
example, I wrote off 
JD 17,000 of retailers’ 
debt.” 

“Our particular prob- 
lem I have — in addition 
to the size of the local 
market — is that another 
company began to mar- 
ket and sell its product 
under our trademark. 
They participated in 
trade fairs with our trade 
mark, and we know that 
they tried to register this 
trademark as well," Ms. 
Zyadat says. 

A court case is now- 
pending. 

This,~she says, makes 
it difficult for local con- 
sumers to distinguish 
between products. 
Bloom instead, concen- 
trates on exports, and 
more than 95 per cent of 
the company's sales are 
in international markets. 

"We can compete 
abroad much more than 
we do," she says. "But 
right now, we can’t quite 
catch up, and we can't 
improve our industry 
until we improve the 
conditions in which w'e 
are producing." 
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Demand 
for cash, 
transfers 
rises in 
Kuwait 


KUWAIT iR) — Kuwaiti 
banks are tackling rising 
demand for cash and trans- 
fers. and some residents are 
waiting for the outcome of 
diplomacy in Lhe Iraq crisis 
before deciding whether to 
leave the country, bankers 
said Tuesday. 

"So far tiquidiry has been 
no problem and we are not in 

'a panic situation." one 
banker said. "But with- 
drawals are much higher 
than before and banks are 
taking measures to meet ris- 
ing demand.” 

In recent days queues 
could be seen in front of 
automatic idler machines 
and money changers as the 
United States and Britain 
rushed additional troops and 
hardware to Kuwait and the 
Gulf region, warning Iraq of 
military strikes if it did not 
meet United Nations arms 
inspection demands. 

The dinar currency has 
been sliding slightly against 
the dollar since the Iraq cri- 
sis first erupted in late Octo- 
ber. Some of Kuwait’s 2.2 
million population have in 
recent weeks bought dollars 
and transferred savings 
abroad. 

Some 65 per cent of the 
population are foreigners. 

The dinar is currently 
quoted at 0.30535 against 
the dollar compared'" with 
0.3037 in laie November. In 
recent days some money 
changers were quoting the 
dollar at around 0.307 
dinars, residents said. 

But Kuwait said rising 
demand and transfers were a 
natural reaction to tension in 
the region and that the situa- 
tion was now under control. 

Central Bank Governor 
Sheikh Salem Abdul Aziz 
Al-Sabah told Reuters: 
"There was a rush for only 
one day on the dollar and we 
have supplied money chang- 
ers with dollars. The rising 
demand is a natural reaction 
and is on the decline now." 

Last year Kuwaiti banks 
were asked by the central 
bank to present it with risk 
management plans in case 
they are again faced with a 
"disaster" similar to Iraq’s 
August 2, 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait -and its occupation 
for seven months. 

Kuwait’s main banks have 
all drawn up comprehensive 
risk plans and presented 
them to the central bank. 
Kuwait has eight commer- 
cial and specialised banks, 
the Islamic Kuwait Finance 
House and a Kuwaiti branch 
of a Bahrain-based bank. 

"The risk plans tackle 
operations in general, liquid- 
ity. foreign exchange, credit 
— " a banker said. 

Kuwait’s largest commer- 
cial bank. National Bank of 
Kuwait, has a "disaster 
recovery centre" to guaran- 
tee continued operations in 
case of "natural and man- 
made disasters," one banker 
said. 

But despite repeated assur- 
ances that measures taken by 
the government to guarantee 
the safety of residents were 
only precautions, many were 
alarmed Monday by Iraqi 
statements. 
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f: Area: 200 sq.m. 

Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 

- Location: Abdoun- 

r Abdoun Real 
Estate 
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• Mobile: 079/30007 
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Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 
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Jordan’s Davis Gup team 
returns with fourth place finis h 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Kingdom's Davis 
Cup team returned home Tuesday after 
taking part in the Asia/Oceania Zone 
Group 4 Davis Cup matches which 
concluded in Bangladesh Sunday. 

With only the top two of the six-team 
group promoted to Group 3 Jordan 
failed to gain promotion after finishing 
a disappointing fourth in the group 
including Bahrain, the United Arab 
Emirates. Iraq. Brunei, and hosts 
Bangladesh. 

Jordan's only wins came over Brunei 
and the UAE with 3-0 scores. They 
lost to Bahrain 2-1, to Iraq 3-0, and 
Bangladesh 2-1. 

The Kingdom's team was relegated 
to Group 4 in 1 995 and failed to gain 
promotion during the last two years 
after playing in higher level Groups 2 
and 3 previously. 

The Davis Cup competition is 
played on a round-robin format with 
two singles and one doubles match for 
each team daily. 

Countries participating in the annual 
team tournament are classified into 


five groups with the world’s top teams 
like the United States. France and 
Germany playing in the prestigious 
World Group. The other countries are 
divided into four regional groups. 

Jordan’s team comprised top ranked 
brothers Fans and Laith Azzouni, 
Ahmad A] Hadid. and Yazid Nuseirat. 

While 15-year-old Nuseirat made his 
Davis Cup debut. Fans and Hadid 
were part of the team last year, when 
Jordan also failed to gain promotion. 

The team has had a consistent train- 
ing schedule under the supervision of 
head coach Kathem Hussein, formerly 
Iraq's top ranked player, and Ahmad 
Oreibi since September. 

How ever. Jordan Tennis Federation 
fJTF) vice-president Talal Maher 
acknowledged the lack of serious 
match practice prior to the teams 
departure. 

“Friendly ties against other teams in 
Amman or abroad could not be 
arranged for a host of reasons. We 
would have preferred to have been 
better prepared,' 5 he said. 

During the past four years the JTF 
has been trying to return the team to 
its previous Group 2 ranking but has 


been unable to maintain a consistent 
and experienced lineup of players to 
be prepared all-year round. 

"Hie Davis Cup Zonal Group 3 and 4 
competition included 59 nations 
divided into the American Zone Group 
3 & 4, Asia/Oceania Zone Group 3 & 
4, Euro/ African Zone Group 3 & 4. 

Competing countries in this zonal 
competition include: 

Antigua/Barbuda. Puerto Rico, 
Bolivia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Panama, Bermuda, Dominican 
Republic. Barbados, Trinidad and 
Tobago, OECS, Honduras, U.S. Virgin 
Islands, Sl Lucia. Antilles. 
Kazakhstan. Singapore. Sri Lanka. 
Syria. Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait. Tajikistan, Jordan. Oman, 
Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates. 
Iraq, Brunei, and Bangladesh. Ghana, 
Estonia, Madagascar. Cyprus. Greece, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Kenya, Togo, 
Nigeria, Turkey, Malta, San Marino, 
Lithuania. Macedonian, Moldova. 
Tunisia, Armenia, Benin, Uganda. 
Djibouti, Botswana, Cameroon. 
Azerbaijan. Sudan. Ethiopia, Algeria, 
Liechtenstein. Zambia, Iceland 


African Nations Cup 

McCarthy hits fabulous four 
as S. Africa advance 


BOBO-DIOULASSO 
(AFP) — Benni McCarthy 
scored an amazing four 
goals in South Africa's 4-1 
thrashing of Namibia in 
Group C of the African 
Nations Cup here on 
Monday as they qualified 
for the quarter-finals. 

The 20-year-oJd Ajax 
striker, who hit the head- 
lines in the opening game 
after clearly punching 
Angola’s Aurelio but was 
not sent off. was noticeable 
for his footballing ability 
this time. 

And what clinical finish- 
ing it was as McCarthy 
became the youngest player 
in the history of the African 
Nations Cup finals to hit a 
hat-trick. 

South Africa finished sec- 
ond to group C winners 
Ivory Coast who beat 
Angola 5-2 in their game in 
Ouagadougou. South Africa 
also ended a run of nine 
matches without a win since 
defeating Congo last August 
to secure one of five places 
allocated to Africa at the 
1998 World Cup in France. 

The match was sweet 
revenge for South Africa 
after losing 3-2 to Namibia 
in the southern African foot- 
ball championship last 
month. 

A surprise in the South 
African camp was the omis- 
sion of defender Mark Fish, 
who has tonsiiitis. and 
keeper Brian BaJoyi, who 
has a knee injury. 
Bloemfontein Celtics 23- 
year-old Simon Gopane 
therefore made his debut 
between the posts and 
Sundowns defender 

Themba Mnguni came in 
for Fish. 

Left back David Nyathi 
had South Africa’s first 
chance as he dribbled past 
two men but his shot from 
six yards went straight at 
keeper Fil lemon Kanalelo. 

Just as an announcement 
was being made in the 
Omnisport stadium here 
that Ivory Coast had gone 1- 
0 ahead against Angola in 
their match at 
Ouagadougou, South Africa 
scored. 

McCarthy fired home 
from just inside the box to 
give South Africa the upper 
hand in the eighth minute, 
and three minutes later they 
were 2-0 ahead. 

From just outside the 
penalty area, McCarthy 



South Africa’s Helman Mikhalele (R) fights for the ball against Namibian Simon 
Vutoni 0L.1 February 16, during the African Nations Cup soccer tournament. South 
Africa beat Namibia 4-1 (Reuters photo! 


struck a clean righr foot shot 
to beat keeper Kanalelo. 
diving to his right. 

In the 18th minute, 
McCarthy finally completed 
his hat-trick after being fed 
by Shoes Mosboeu, and he 
added a fourth in the 20th 
minute as the game became 
a one-man exhibition of 
scoring. 

Striker Phil Masinga 
limped off. eight minutes 
before the break, possibly 
with a recurrence of his 
hamstring problem, and was 
replaced by Pollen Ndlanya. 

The Namibian side of the 
field was hardly used at all 
in the last few minutes of 
the half as South Africa 
completely dominated. 
However Namibia had 
something to cheer in the 
second half when Simon 
Vutoni beat Gopane from ■ 
20 yards in the 68th minute. 

Resten Morgane said 
afterwards: “I think a lack 
of concentration in the first 
20 minutes cost us the game 
but I don’t think we were 
outclassed. “I think if my 
suspended defenders 

Sandro de Gouveia and 
Bimbo Tjihero had been 
playing we would not have 
conceded all those goals in 
the first 20 minutes. 

South African coach Jono 
Somo said afterwards: “We 
missed our chances in the 
first two games, but today 
God decided to smile on us 


and that was the difference - 
we managed to put the ball 
in the back of the net four 
times and we could have 
scored five.” 

Tunisia ease into 
quarter-finals 

World Cup finalists 
Tunisia came from behind 
to grab the win they 
required here on Monday to 
ease into the African 
Nations quarter-finals beat- 
ing Togo 3-1. 

The Tunisians, who are in 
World Cup Group G along 
with England. Colombia 
and Romania. scored 
through Ziad Tlemecani. 
who levelled the score after 
Komi an Assignon had given 
Togo the lead from the- 
penalty spot. Mehdi Ben 
Sliraane gave them the lead 
and Has sen Gabsi sealed the 
win in the 79th minute. 

Tlemmcani equalised in 
the 9th minute following an 
excellent sweeping team 
move then Slimane, who 
plays for Freiburg in 
Germany, headed home the 
second two minutes later 
and Gabsi added the third, 
following a counter-attack, 
from close range. 

The Tunisians should 
have won by more but 
Tleniecani failed to convert 
when in a one-on-one battle 
with the Togo keeper Wake 


Nibombe and Bechir 
Sahbani missed a penalty. 

Tunisia, who finished top 
of their group despite losing 
their opening match to 
Ghana, will play hosts 
Burkina Faso in Saturday's 
quarter-final here. 


Congo eliminate 
Ghana 

Ghana, four times African 
Nations Cup holders and 
one of the favourites here, 
were eliminated from the 
tournament after losing 1-0 
to the Democratic Republic 
of Congo in Group B on 
Monday. 

Dismissed as no-hopers 
before the 16-nation event 
kicked off nine days ago, 
the Congolese snatched vic- 
tory and a place in the quar- 
ter-finals with ' a 75th- 
minute goal from Mundaba 
Kisombe. 

It was a sad end for mid- 
fielder Abedi *Pele’ Ayew, 
who announced last week 
that he would quit interna- 
tional football following the 
cup, which his country last 
won 16 years ago. 

Like his team-mates, Pele, 
who won the 1993 
European Cup with 
Marseille, never rose above 
the ordinary and the Black 
Stars looked likely to score 
only in the 40th minute. 


Rafter 
longs 
for that 
‘relaxed 
feeling’ 

ANTWERP (AFP) — U.S. 
Open champion Patrick 
Rafter made a winning 
return to the ATP tour here 
on Monday in his 1998 
European indoor debut at 
the $1 million European 
Community Championship 
— but admitted that he was 
not feeling as relaxed as he 
had playing tennis last 
year. 

The Australian, ranked 
No. 3 in the world, put all 
thoughts of his third-round 
loss at home last month in 
Melbourne behind him in a 

6- 2, 7-6 (10/8) first-round 
win over Frenchman 
Arnaud Boetscb. 

The 25-year-old 

Australian, who was notch- 
ing up his first victory over 
Boetsch who had beaten 
him in 1995 and in last 
year’s Davis Cup first 
round in Australia, was not 
happy with the way he had 
played even though he was 
palying with a new racket 
model. 

“I was very nervous, I got 
tight. I didn’t like the way 
that I played today.” Rafter 
said. 

Tve got to sit down and 
think about my mental atti- 
tude. Last year, I was 
relaxed and winning 
matches almost without 
thinking. I want to find that 
feeling again. 

“I’m back in Europe 
playing on what is not my 
best surface. This is a good 
time to pick up my game: I 
need to go and enjoy 
myself, that’s when I play 
my best tennis," he added. 

Rafter, seeded second 
behind Australian Open 
champion Petr Korda of the 
Czech Republic, next plays 
the winner of a match 
between Swede Magnus 
Gustafsson and Frenchman 
Cedric Pioline. 

Rafter took 1 hour 34 
minutes to beat Boetsch. 
who has slipped to 103 in 
the world and who has won 
three ATP rides — one 
more than Rafter. 

The Australian wasted 
two match points in the 
second-set tiebreaker with 
a netted forehand and a 
long return. Boetsch 
returned into the net on a 
set point of his own. 

Rafter finally wrapped up 
victory on his third chance, 
letting a Boetsch return 
float out. 

Rafter needs a solid 
showing here and next 
week in London to estab- 
lish his credentials as a top 
five contender. He dropped 
from second in the world to 
third after a third-round 
upset loss at the Australian 
Open to Alberto 
Berasategui of Spain. 

Guillaume Raoux of 
France also came through 
on Monday at the 
Sportpaleis. defeating 
Francisco Clavet of Spain 

7- 6 (7/2), 5-7, 6-2 while 
America's sole competitor 
Jeff Tarango beat Belgian 
wild card entry Dick 
Norman 3-6, 6-4, 6-3. 

Swede Magnus Lars son 
had little trouble with 
German qualifier Marc- 
Kevin Goellner, reaching 
the second round 6-2, 6-1. 



m: 


Steffi Graf 


Graf makes victorious 
return — in doubles 


HANOVER (.AFP! — 
Former World No. 1 Steffi 
Graf made a winning return 
to competitive tennis here on 
Monday after an absence of 
10 months winning her first 
round doubles match at the 
WTA Tournament. 

The 28-year-old German, 
who hasn't played since 
undergoing a knee operation 
shortly after last year's 
French Open, combined with 
compatriot Barbara Rirmer to 
overcome another German 
duo of Meike Babel and 


Wiltrud Probst, 6-3. 6-1. 

Graf, who has slipped to 49 
in the world although she has 
protected ranking of 3. had 
tears of joy in her eyes after 
the 67 minute match as she 
received a standing ovation 
from the 3.700 spectators. 

“I felt fine and really 
enjoyed playing. 1 tried not to 
cry butit was too difficult", 
Graf said. 

“Eight months out is a long 
time and I was very nervous. 
But nowl've taken die first 
step. My knee is in a good 


stare and the doctor dida real-' 
Iy good job.-'^rsbe added - 
Graf, who is seeded two 
here has a first-round bye and 
will face either Austrian 
Barbara Paulus or her compa- 
triot Andrea Glass for aplace 
in the quarter-finals, had 
hoped to return ar last week’s 
Paris Indoor Open — but she. 
had to retire at the llth hour 
after sustaining a calf strain in 

t rainin g. • - ■ 





Orlando Magic Charles Outlaw (R) knocks the Atlanta Hawks Dikembe Mutombo 
out of his way as he drives through the Hawks defence toward the basket in second 
quarter action February 16 (Reuters photo) 

Rockets, Jazz win 


CINEMA 


TEL:634144 


CINEMA 


TEL:56#>238 


CINEMA 


TELJ677420 



PHILADELPHIA "1" 


Pierce Brosnan as 
James Bond 

007...TOMORROW 
NEVER DIES 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA "2 

s 


Sherry Long ... in 

THE 

BRADY BUNCH 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PLAZA 

^ S 

Martin Lawrenie .... in 

NOTHING TO LOSE 

Shows: 10:30, 8:30, 6:30. 3:30. 12:30 

GEORGE OF THE 
JUNGLE 

5:00 p.m. only 


CONCORD 


Adel Imam AYusra ... in 

RISALA ELAALWALI 

(ARABIC) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD "2* 

MR. BEAN 

Shows; 3:30, 6:30, 

8:30, 10 JO 


SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — 
Karl Malone had 23 points 
and 1 1 rebounds as the Utah 
Jazz won their fifth straight 
game 96-90. 

The Jazz announced dur- 
ing the second quarter that 
they had acquired center 
Rony Seikaly from the 
Orlando Magic for Greg 


TEL: UTS 3W0 X S — 


RESULTS 


New Jersey 

103 

Milwaukee 

92 *“?'■ 

Orlando 

85 

Atlanta 

81 V:: 

Houston 

121 

L.A. Clippers 

99.. *V£ : 

Utah 

96 

Charlotte 

90 


Foster, Chris Moms and a‘ 
199S first-round draft pick. 
Fans at the Delta Center 
roared with approval. 


Utah survived a big fourth 
quarter by Charlotte’s Gleji 
Rice, who scored 15 of his 
30 points in the final 3:04. : 


GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

I KNOW WHAT YOU 
DID LAST SUMMER 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 
MORNING SHOWS 

101 DALMATIANS 


ABDOUN 
Brad Pitt...in 

SEVEN YEARS 
IN TIBET 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00. 8:15. 10:45 


NOW ONDAILX\: \Z 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yahes 
and Amal Dabbas . . 

For rwervaUons call: 640155, 625155 
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The British Council 
iisiisi Jordan 

•90*001 


Job Opportunities 


The British Council is Britain’s principal agency for cultural 
relations abroad. It exists in 109 countries around the world 
to promote cultural, educational and technical co~ operation 
between Britain and other countries. 

Three new posts are needed as part of the Council’s future 
plans in Jordan. 

General Information Assistants ( two posts ) 

The successful candidate will have ... 

- a good sense of customer care and the ability to answer repeated 
questions with enthusiasm and interest. 

- a pleasant personality that leaves a positive impression on enquirers. 

- the ability to communicate fluently and freely in Arabic and 
English at bilingual level . 

- excellent IT skills including Internet uses and application. 

- a wide knowledge of Britain and Jordan. 

- an education to a minimum of a bachelor degree. 

Press and Media Officer ( one post ) 


The successful candidate will ... 

_ have worked in the media for at least three years and gained the 
necessary experience to prepare press and media reports in 
Arabic and English 

- be able to communicate to the media in Jordan and in the UK the 
overall purpose and achievement of the Council. 

_ be familiar with British as well as Jordanian media. 

- be bilingual in both Arabic and English. 

- be a university graduate in media or a related discipline. 

- have excellent skills in IT, desktop publishing and electronic media. 

Please send your CV stating the post you are interested in to : 

Manager Public Relations 
The British Council 
P.O.Box 634 Amman 11118 

Fax : 656413 

e-mail : bc.amman@bc-amman.sprint.com 

Registered in England as charity number 203191 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY 
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 

A factory (Land, Building and olher Fixed Asseis) 
equipped with machines and tools that are necessary or 
manufacturing JEANS. 

Descriptions of the Factory: 


enpuons oi »■«=• ■ 

The factory rs located on a lot No. 123 Basin No. 3 
Buhayra oi Salt area, Balqa District - Jordan 
Land's area 10752 sq.m- 1 . , 

• Bu.ld.ng area 5658 sq.m- that -s composed of 
Hangers by 2278 sq. m-' m addition to a concrete 

building by 3380 sq. m*. 3 

• Water tanks with storage capacity 5 J 0 cu.m • 

• The productron capacity used to be at 1500-2000 
pieces daily based on 8-working hows a 

Purchase offers for the whole property (Land. Build g 
and machines) should be submitted no later than i 2 p. ■ 
Saturday, February 28. 1998 and directly addressed to. 

Arab Banking Corporation (Jordan] 

P.O. Box 926691 Amman 11110 Jordan 

A letter of guarantee from a Jordanian bank equal lo ten 
per cent of total offer should be submitted. 

For more information and inspection matters, please 
or contact Mr. Majed Barakaf at 

Tel: 701801-7 extension 319 or 
Fax: 686291 Amman - Jordan 


Japan wins team jump in Nagano 
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I'anadiiin figure skater Elvis .Stojko folds his hands as he poses in front of an altur in 
a Buddhist temple during the Will Nagano Winter Olympics. Stojko took the silver 
medal in the men's figure skating competition ( Reuters photo) 

CBS take an Olympic battering 


NAGANO i AFP i — American telex ision net- 
work CBS I ui.s taken a hammering in die 
,, Olympic ratings Kittle. 

' t file company paid N375 million for the lfcth 
Winter Olympics hut die noniher of viewers 
has fallen so low it ma> have u* start paving 
back money in advertisers, according to one 
CBS source. 

The lack oiennirovcrsy like the showdown 
between figure skaters Tonya Harding and 
Nancy Kerrigan in 1994 and the lack of 
American medals h;u» diminished interest, 
industry executives say. 

Ori'MdHUay.The raring was ISS-percem. the 
CBS^NfHffce said 

That’vvas around a third iesTtlian the 25.2 
percent of American households that tuned 
into the LillehammerGiunes in 1994 when the 
world was gripped by the Harding-Kemgan 
skating war. 

The number of viewers is also 12 per can 
down on figures lor Albertville in 1992. 

CBS had been counting on an average of 
19.2 per cent for die 17 days of the Games 
which end Sunday. But die average over the 
first week was 16.6 per cent and the compa- 
ny’s commas force it to reimburse money to 
advertisers il die rate ginrs beluw 19 percent. 

"Clearly there is not the enthusiasm we were 
counting on.” said the CBS source. 

The American public is turned off by the 
Winter Olympics, according to Harvey 
Schiller, head of sports programming for 


Turner Network Television. He said ratings tor 
Turner’s exclusive cable coverage were also 
pi Hirer than cxixxTcd. 

Nagano has seen stories such ;ls Canadian 
snowbuarder Russ Rchaglinti failing a drug 
test for marijuana use. but holding on to his 
gold medal after a successful appeal. 

But Schiller commented: “There is iu> real 
controversy at these Games — good or bad. 
Skating was a big story in l‘W4.” 

The bad weather and postponement of 
cvenLs has also hit scheduling while die United 
States has only two gold medals so far. 

CBS. which has lost the Olympic broadcast- 
ing rights to NBC from Sydney 2600. isi count- 
ing on the women's ice skating — with the 
main battle between Tara Lipinski. 15. and 1 7- 
year-old Michelle Kwan — to boost viewer 
appeal. 

Japanese television companies are having a 
b umpa Olympics. however, on the back of the 
four gold medals. Japanese liad never won 
morelhan one gold medal at previous Winter 
Games. 

“We are really liappy. things are going a lot 
better than we thought they would.” said 
Kazuhiro Ucrnura. an olllcial for tile NHK 
public broadcasing service. 

NHK paid 75 per cent of the 4.5 billion yen 
(S3o million ) broadcasting fee from Japan for 
the Winter Games. 

The rest has been split between five private 
channels. 


NAGANO (AP) 
Masahiko Harada finally 
redeemed Itimseli with the 
longest ski jump in ( Jlympic 
history to secure team gold 
lor Japan oil Tuesday. I he 
German women's Alpine 
tc:mi atoned for a had start 
with a sweep of the com- 
bined. 

Gianni Routine led the 
second sweep of the day. a 
Dutch speedskating 1-2-3 in 
the lO.lxH). with the S.ftfiG 
Olympic ehunipion vs inning 
a second gold in world- 
record time. 

.Seven-time world cham- 
pion Canada, however, was- 
n't equal to ihc occasion of 
the first Olympic gold 
medal game in women's ice 
I uK key. It fell 3-1 to the 
perenukd runner-up united 
states, {'inland heal China 4- 
1 for the hron/c. 

Downhill champion Katja 
Sei/inger slaved off the 
slakmi specialists in eon- 
si ant snow io clinch the 
ci imbrued event, her second 
gold in as many days, the 
25-ye.ir old joined Swiss 
Vreiii Schneider as the only 
women with three Alpine 
golds. 

Sweden’s I’crnill.i Wiherg. 
the defending champion and 
gold- medal tavourite. fell in 
the first slalom run, making 
room for the German 1 -2-3. 

HaraJu threw the huge 
burden of failure otf his 
shoulder with a record- 
equalling jump of 137 
meters. Ka/uyoshi I-uuaki 
tlien accomplished whui 
Harada could not do four 
years ago in Lillehamnier 
— finish off brilliant team- 
work with one final solid 
jump. 

“1 did it. 1 did it,” Harada 
shouted afterward, sobbing 
uncontrollably as a crowd of 
50.000 cheered. Harada cost 
his team an almost certain 
victory at the 1994 Games 
when he botched his final 
jump, dropping the team to 
a silver. 

Funaki got a taste of the 
same anxiety — the nation 
expecting him to deliver 
gold on the climactic leap in 
a snowstorm at the Hakuba 
Hill. 

“Now J know bow Harada 
fell in the last Olympics," 
he said. “I fell enormous 
pressure on my entire body, 
really, but the result was the 
gold. It's great." 

The victory made Funaki 
the most successful nude 
athlete in the Nagano games 
so far with two golds and a 
silver. The German jumping 
team won the silver, far off 
the Japanese total, and 


failing to get any in last 
week’s Super-G. 

Wiberg’s error opened up 
the door for the Germans, 
she fell five cates before the 
finish of the first slalom run. 

"1 stmddleJ a gate, that’s a 
normal mistake in slalom." 
she said. “When I came 
down. 1 saw the finish line 
too early maybe.” 

The finish line had never 
come that early for any 
10.000 speedskater when 
Roinnie crossed it in 13 
minutes. 15.33 seconds, 
clap skating an incredible 
15.22 seconds off the Mark 
Norway’s Johann Olav 
Koss set at the Lillehamnier 
games four years ago. 

Dutch compatriot Bob De 
Jong finished second and 
Rintje Rirsma took the 
bronze. 

‘This is just the most 
beautiful thing you can do 
in your life, and to find our- 
selves with three Dutchmen 
on the podium only tops 
that." said Rom me. 

Other Dutch winners here 
have included ids Postma in 
the men's 1.000 and 
Marianne Timmer. who won 
the women’s 1.500 Monday 
and. like Romme. set a 
world record. 

Sweden’s ice hockey team 
has lost defenseman Ulf 
Samuclsson for the rest of 
the Olympic hockey tourna- 
ment because of a citizen- 
ship conflict but won't have 
to forfeit its two victories, 
the International Ice 
Hockey Federation decided. 
Sumuelsson holds both 
Swedish and U.S. passports, 
and thus isn’t eligible to 
play for Sweden. 

The court for the arbitra- 
tion of sport later upheld the 
ruling, denying Sweden’s 
appeal to have Samuelsson 
reinstated and the Czech 
Republic’s to have 
Sweden’s victory points 
annulled. 

The result is that the quar- 
terfinal matchups will 
remain unchanged — the 
Czech Republic vs. United 
States. Canada vs. 
Kazakstan. Russia vs. 
Belarus, and Sweden vs. 
Finland. 

Short-track speed skating 
also was to begin Tuesday 
w ith gold-medal races in the 
men’s 1.000 metres and 
women’s 3.000 relay. The 
strongest teams include 
South Korea, China and 
Nonh Korea, which skipped 
the 1994 Olympics. 


Germany \ silv er medallist Martina Ertl 1 1. >. her gold medal w inning teammate Katja 
Seizinger tC i and bronze medallist Hilde Cerg wave flowers during the awarding cer- 
emony of the Olympic Alpine skiing women’s combined event February 17 (Reuters 
photo j 


Austria it mk the hn«n/e. 

With the Alpine cnmhinaJ 
■'Weep. Germany took a big 
IcjJ in the medal standing' 
it now has 22 overall, 
including -c\ cn gold 
Norway remained a! IK 
with five gold, and Kiss-!:: 
was third with 13 medals, 
but a leading eight gold-. 

Austria was fourth with a 
dti/cii medals the 
Net her lands rude luevJjy’s 
sweep up info a tie tor fifth 
position, with it) medals. 
Canada also had In after its 
ice hockey silver. 

Ski jumping gave japan a 
luunh gold m Nagano — 
more victories than it bad 
won in all picvious Winter 
Games combined. The host 
country was tied for seventh 
with tile united slates ^nd 
Finland with eight total 
medals, the Americans bad 
three golds after winning 
the women’s hockey. 

Fog and snow combined 
to wipe out the men’s 
biathlon relay. The eveni 
will be rerun on Wednesday. 

After becoming the only 
skier to defend an Oly topic 
downhill title on Monday. 
Sei/inger had two nearly 
flawless slalom runs 
Tuesday to keep her team- 
mates Martina Ertl and 
Hilde Gerg at bay. 

“I did not expect a couple 
of wins here." Sei/inger 
said. "I did not expect my 
victory and the top three fin- 
ish by our team." 

The formidable German 
women's alpine team hjd 
been expected n» deliver a 
load of medals and it had 
come under criticism after 


United Slates goalie Sarah Tueting jumps into the air in 
celebration after beating Canada lo win the gold medal 
in the final of the Nagano Olympic Games at Big Hat 
ice arena February 17. USA beat Canada 3-1 (Reuters 
photo i 


In Cooperation with - 


XiVe Band & DJ 
laser show 
body building Show 
feHUle SwimsUit ShOw 
priZeS: holidays & airline tickets 
fOOd and drinks Included 

A 

H 

BOTH 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 

JORDW 






BEACH 


PARTY 


date 19. feb.1998 
at 

riwaq ballroom 


ST 

Splash 


\> SAFEWAY 


PlofnMiiluI 
AuiIhj Video Sen ice. 


Q Du lux 


l>S3| 

■blA' 


NIVEA 

AGFA 

MaiiocaJ 

Construction 

industries 


ticket price 

JD25 inclusive 


win 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S TANNAH HIRSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE Ql lZ 


Q.l ■ Both vulnerable. .1* A-miS* 

you bold: 

97 G 3 2 :A .9GS -FAK 
The bidding h.is prat-edet!* 


■NDflTH 


SOLTI f 
1* 


WEST 

Tj-s 


EAST 

I : Tusk 

I! Puns ? 

Whin do you bid iiim' 1 


q.2 - .V'unh-Siiuili vulii' fiii'V. .is 
■Smith «H 1 hold 

■•873 7*10 75 3 7 ■* *■' 

WirtiiKi opi.-n-i Iht- biduiri^ *iih .1 
dt-raand but of two ■vpjiiti. Whsil 
you ruapond'.' 

9. 3 • Bust -W\i,i mineral 
South you hold; 

-I07G3 :Q85!l :.V913 -^5 

The bidding hue, proct-tli-'J 


NORTH 


E.VST 

Pn»s 


SOCTH 


WEST 

Pans 


Pui 7 

What do you bid noi»" 

Q. 4 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold' 

*AJ» 7J63 7QJ84 AKJil 

Partner upeii; iht tuddm^ with one 
-padc Wli.it do you respond .' 


Q. 5 • fclh vulncnihle. . 
vuu hold: 


Soutli 


*732 " 10 w G TAKJ4 *Ky:t 

Thi bidding hsif proceeded: 

NUHTH EAST SOLTH WEST 
x; I* 7 

What do you rej.j-.irid'' 

Q. 6 - .A(5 Snutii. vuli n-rable. you 
nrild 

*AQJA71 7K :AIV732 
Your rijjbt-h.nid opponent •>|N-n» 
the bidding with three clubs What 
udion dn you take* 1 







i2 News 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, February 18, T 


Israel complains of low 
security ties with Jordan 


Combined Agency Dispatches 

JORDAN HAS cut back security 
cooperation with Israel since Mossad 
agents tried to kill an Isl ami st on 
Jordanian soil, Israel's ambassador to 
Jordan said on Tuesday. 

“Security relations are continuing on 
one plane or another, but on a level 
chat is a little bit lower than what we 
would like or what was,” Ambassador 
OdedEran told Israel Radio; 

Israeli Prime Minis ter Reny amin 
Netanyahu sent assassins of the 
Mossad secret service to Amm an last 
September to take out Hamas official 
Khaled Misha’ al after the Islamist 
group killed 21 Israelis in two 
Jerusalem suicide attacks. 

An official Israeli inquiry into the 
botched assassination attempt cleared 
Mr. Netanyahu on Monday of any 
blame and did not rule out future oper- 
ations on Jordanian soil. 


T admit the [security] relations are 
not as full and complete as they were 
before the Misha' al affair and that we 
have to find a way to renew them." the 
ambassador said. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Tuesday that 
Israel would continue to strike out at 
“terrorists.” 

Speaking on Israeli radio, Mr. 
Netanyahu defended the spy agency 
Moss ad’s attempt to murder Khaled 
Misha'S!. 

“We considered the obstacles before 
taking our decision, and reached the 
conclusion that there can be no sanctu- 
ary for terrorists," Mr. Netanyahu said. 

“Every country poses problems, and 
we must continue to act wherever it is 
necessary," he added. 

Mr. Netanyahu refused to say if he 
ruled out further Israeli operations 
inside Jordan, which was infuriated by 
the September attack and is reportedly 
demanding the resignation of the 
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Palestinians allege new settler 
campaign to take W. Bank land 


Mossad chief as the price for resuming 
security cooperation. 

The agents injected Mr. Misha'al 
with a poison but were arrested after a 
scuffle with his bodyguard. Under 
pressure from King Hussein. Israel 
provided the antidote to save Mr. 
Misha'al's life. 

Interior Minister Nathir Rashid had 
told news media that his government 
found the inquiry's findings unaccept- 
able and that it did not help to advance 
relations, Mr. Eran said. The King has 
yet to respond to the report. 

Jordan condemned Monday Israel’s 
insistence on fighting terror outside its 
borders after' Mossad's botched 
attempt to assassinate a Hamas leader 
in Amman last year. 

“This is a negative sign which we 
will never accept," Mr. Rashid told the 
Jordan Times the day after the report 
into the fiasco cleared Mr. Netanyahu 
of any blame. 


NABLUS (AFP) — 
Palestinians in villages near the 
West Bank city of Nablus 
accused Jewish settlers 
Tuesday of starting a new cam- 
paign to confiscate land while 
international attention is 
focused cxi die Gulf crisis. 

Israelis from the settlements 
of Izhar and Baraka have in the 
past two days bulldozed and 
fenced off Palestinian land 
from nearby villages, the 
Palestinians told AFP. 

Hashim Suleiman of the vfl- 
-Iage of-Ein-Bus sakHzhar set- 
tiers bulldozed dozens of 
hectares (acres) of bis land on 
Monday and have uprooted 
200 olive trees in the past two 
days. 

'When I heard they were on 
my land, I went with my sons 
and villagers to stop them." 
Mr. Suleiman said. “The set- 
tlers opened fire on us but we 
managed 03 detain the bulldoz- 
er driver." 

When the Israeli army inter- 
vened. the settlers were forced 
from the land and the driver 
was released, Mr. Suleiman 


Israel destroys part of Palestinian home 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The Israeli army 
destroyed two-thirds of a Palestinian bouse in Arab east 
Jerusalem Tuesday just as its owner obtained a court order 
preventing the demolition. Anwar Nabuli told AFP he 
rushed back from court with the order only to find that 
most of his house — which is home to 12 people — was 
in mins. He said the soldiers who carried out the demoli- 
tion knew be would obtain the order but continued the 
wozk anyway. The army did not immediately comment on 
the action. Ignoring the nibble around him, Mr. Nabuli 
began to return his furniture into the remaining rooms each 
left with only three walls. At least 60 Palestinian structures 
have been destroyed in the West Bank and Arab east 
’Jerusalem since August in an Israeli campaign to demolish 
houses built without permits. Palestinians say Israel rarely 
issues building permits, forcing them to build illegally. 


added. 

Settlers have in die past put 
mobile homes on his land but 
had been forced off after Mr. 
Suleiman secured a court order 
against diem. But they have 

since returned, he, added. 

Other seeders bulldozed 
dozens of hectares of 
Palestinian land to build a road 
between Baraka and Yizhar 
and built a fence around a large 
plot of land with the intention 


of confiscating it, Palestinians 
said. 

The Palestinians said they 
feared settlers had stepped up 
confiscation of land in the hope 
that their actions would be 
ignored as international atten- 
tion focuses on die U.S. threat 
to attack Iraq if it does not gjve 
UJSF. arms inspectors unfet- 
tered access to alleged stock- 
piles of weapons of mass 
destruction. 


U.N. decides to send mission 
to assess Iraqi oil industry 


BAGHDAD (AP) — UNI. 
Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan will send a mission to 
Iraq to assess what the country 
needs to boost its oil export 
capacity, diplomats in 
Baghdad said Tuesday. 

The United Nations is also 
seeking ways to help Iraq buy 
spare parts to sustain its cur- 
rent export capacity and help 
it meet a proposed 160 per 
cent expansion of the oil-for- 
food programme, the diplo- 
mats said, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

One diplomat said he had 
seen a copy of a draft U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
on an improved oil-for-food 
programme that would permit 
Iraq to allocate funds to reha- 
bilitate its oil industry. 

He said the provision was 
included in the draft under 
pressure from France, which 
along with Russia leads Worid 
efforts to ward off a military 
confrontation between Iraq 
and the United Stales over 
U.N. weapons inspections. ■ 

Iraqi oQ officials were dis- 
mayed when they found that 
Mr. Annan’s original proposal 


for an expanded oil-for-food 
programme earmarked noth- 
ing for the rehabilitation of the 
oil facilities. 

Under the proposed expan- 
sion, Iraq would be allowed to 
export $5.2 billion worth of 
oil every six months instead of 
the existing allocation of $2 
billion. 

Iraq’s pipelines, oil wells 
and punping stations are in 
urgent need of repairs. The 
Iraqi government told Mr. 
Annan early this month that 
the figure of $52 billion was 
too ambitious and said it 
would settle for $4 billion. 

Another diplomat said 
despite the rising tension in 
the crisis over UNJ. weapons 
inspectors, the United Nations 
was anxious to go ahead with 
the improved oil-for-food pro- 
gramme. U.N. officials have 
reported that the sweeping 
trade sanctions imposed after 
Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait have caused wide- 
spread malnutrition, particu- 
larly among young children. 

The diplomat said it would 
be the job of the UNI. mission 
to suggest to Mr. Annan how 


much money from an expand- 
ed programme should be set 
aside for the upgrading of oil 
facilities. 

U.N. relief officials in Iraq 
say the current programme 
fails to meet the humanitarian 
needs of the country’s 22 mil- 
lion people. They say Mr. 
Annan’s figure of $5.2 billion 
is based on the country’s 
needs rather than its oQ export 
capability. 

Oil ministry officials com- 
plain that while the United 
Nations wants them to cany 
on exporting ofl, it has 
neglected their requests to 
revamp the industry. 

Tbe existing programme 
sets nothing aside for the pur- 
chase of oil spare parts. 

One Iraqi official said the 
government would have to 
spend at least $600 million on 
rehabilitation to raise exports 
to the target level of 1.6 mil- 
lion barrels per day tbpd). Iraq 
is currently pumping about 
one million bpd. 


Russian palaces next on U.S. 
list after Iraq — Zhirinovsky 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian ultra-nationalist 
Deputy Vladimir 

Zhirinovsky said Tuesday 
the United States would 
. feel authorised to “inspect 
the Kremlin's palaces” if 
Moscow let Washington 
dictate its terms over Iraq. ' 
“The Americans don’t 
need Iraq. Their goal is to 
push out the "Russians 
everywhere, and in 10 
years they’ll impose their 
policy on us. They'll go 
and inspect the Kremlin's 
palaces, like Gorky-9 and 
-Zavidovo,” Interfax-quoted ‘ 
Mr. Zhirinovsky as saying. 


Gorky-9 and Zavidovo 
are both rural presidential 
residences just outside 
Moscow. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky returned 
to Moscow from Baghdad 
Tuesday after a highly- 
publicised solidarity visit 
to Iraq, during which he 
delivered a shipment of 
humanitarian aid. 

“We didn’t see any sign 
of chemical weapons pro- 
duction,” said Mr. 
Zhirinovsky, who heads 
the ultra-nationalist 

Liberal Democratic Party. 
“The Kremlin has warned 
Washington not to resort to 


force in its showdown with 
Iraq over U.N. weapons 
inspections. Baghdad has 
refused to allow military 
inspectors onto presiden- 
tial sites, suspected of 
being used to hide 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

Just seconds after 
President Boris Yeltsin 
ended a keynote speech to 
both house of parliament 
Tuesday, Mr. Zhirinovsky 
shouted: “Only you can 
stop that [military strikes]. 
Russia has sufficient 
authority to do it." 


Hamas vows 
to attack 
Israel if U.S. 
strikes Iraq 

GAZA (R) — The armed 
wing of die militan t Islamist 
group Hamas has vowed to 
cany out attacks against Israel 
if the United States takes mili- 
tary action against Iraq. 

“We will not stand with our 
hands tied if the Iraqi people 
and their children or any Arab 
or Muslim people are subject- 
ed to U.S. military attacks and 
we will answer tins in our spe- 
cial way by hitting tbe Zionist 
depth and its monstrous enti- 
ty." the Izeddine Al Qassam 
Brigades said in a statement 
made available to Reuters on 
Tuesday. 

“We consider this a continu- 
ation of our holy straggle 
against the Zionist enemy. 
'This is serious, not a joke, and 
you will realise the truth of 
this soon.” the statement said. 

Hamas, which opposes 
peace deals between PLO and 
Israel, has carried out several 
suicide bombings that have 
killed scores of Israelis. 

‘The United States draws 
out its foreign policy with the 
mindset of a cowboy to 
defend its so-called strategic 
interests. It has no priixhples, 
morals, or any humanitarian 
considerations," the Izeddin 
Al Qassam brigades said. 

“Proof of this is its position 
on Iraq and its continued 
sponsorship of tbe Zionist 
enemy and its monstrous enti- 
ty at the expense of our 
Palestinian rights and our pure 
land. We hope Arab and 
Muslim people will awaken in 
the face of U.S. terrorism,’’ the 
statement added 

Hamas founder Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin said he had not 
heard of the statement from 
the group’s militaiy wing. 

‘The [Hamas] political 
wing rejects a U.S. attack on 
Iraq but we don’t decide the 
plans of the military wing and 
we don’t know what it is plan- 
ning," he told Reuters. 

Belarus, Iran 
to sign 
weapons deal 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Belarus is preparing a deal 
to sell Iran military equip- 
ment and spare parts for 
tanks. The Washington 
Tunes reported Tuesday. 

Citing CIA sources, the 
Times said Belarus 
President Alexander 
Lukashenko would sign the 
secret agreement when he 
travels next month to Iran. 

U.S. officials told the 
paper they feared Belarus 
would become a conduit for 
Russian weapons technolo- 
gy to Iran. 

“There is little distinction 
between Russia and 
Belarus and it’s clear 
Belarus is acting as a 
Russian proxy in this," a 
U.S. defence official told 
the Times. 

The Belarus-Iran pact 
would include sales of tank 
engines and spare parts, and 
tank-related technology 
that would allow Iran to 
maintain its T-55. T-62 arid 
T-72 tanks, the paper said. 



WORLD'S LARGEST DEMOCRACY VOTES: An Indian woman casts her ballot in 
a former girls' school that was transformed into a polling station on the first day of 
staggered national polls in India on Monday. The elections are expected to produce 
a hung parliament for the second time (AFP photo) 

Millions vote in Indian 
elections amidst violence 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Around 125 million Indians, 
guarded by tens of thousands 
of security officers, voted 
Monday as the world’s 
largest democracy returned to 
the elections for the second 
time in as many years. 

Some 250 million of India’s 
600 million voters were eligi- 
ble .to take part in the first of 
four phases of staggered bal- 
loting that ends March 7. 

Monday’s voting was 
marred by ar least 22 deaths 
in bomb attacks on security 
and poll personnel and in 
armed clashes between rival 
political activists in the coun- 
try’s east, officials said. 

Up to 20 people including 
six troopers and poll officials 
were killed in the eastern 
state of Bihar, where L100 
were arrested and voting can- 
celled in scores of polling sta- 
tions in eight constituencies 
following attacks. 

Hindu nationalist 

spokesman M. Venkaiah 
Naidu said there "seems to be 
large-scale rigging and 
booth-capturing in Bihat” 
claiming more than 200 
polling booths were “cap- 
tured" there. 

. Bihar, regarded as India’s 
most lawless state, however. 

, reported a voter turnout of 
about 60 per cent 

Violence marred elections 
in Assam, one of the seven 
northeastern states plagued 
by separatist guerrilla move- 
ments, and in the southern 
Andhra Pradesh, which is 
• troubled by moist insurgency. 

Sporadic clashes also 
occurred in other southern 
states, while in the Indian 
capital rival candidates 
accused each other of large 
scale vote fraud. 

Chief Election 


Fraud prompts new polling in 500 areas 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — India’s Election Commission 1 
Tuesday ordered fresh voting in more than 500 polling 1 
centres in the eastern state of Bihar after Monday's bal- 
loting there was marred by violence and fraud. It 
announced that voting would be held again on Feb. 19 and 
24. Bihar is known as India’s most lawless region. New 
polls were also ordered in some areas in Madhepur, the 
home constituency of Bihar’s former Chief Minister 
j Laloo Prasad Yadav. following allegations by rivals that 
his party had rigged voting there. 


Commissioner M.S. Gill, 
however, described 

Monday’s balloting as a 
“huge success.” 

The country, crippled by 
political instability in recent 
years, is set to elect its fifth 
government since early 1996. 

The Hindu nationalists, 
accused of sectarianism by 
their rivals, are expected to 
top the polls but fall short of a 
majority. 

The elections were thrown 
open by Sonia Gandhi, 
widow of assassinated former 
Premier Rajiv Gandhi whose 
campaign for his once-domi- 
nant Congress has captured 
the public imagination. 

Analysts say a new anti- 
nationalist coalition, similar 
to the outgoing government, 
could return to power. 

Officials said balloting for 
222 of 545 parliamentary 
seats began slowly at 300,000 
polling stations across 15 of 
India's 25 states. 

Early estimates put the 
turnout at just over 50 per 
cent 

There is further voting on 
Feb. 22, 28 and March 7, with 
counting starting on March 2. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
police and security personnel 
were on duty Monday, with 
tbe military remained on 
standby. 

The security issue was 


highlighted by more than 100 
deaths in the run-up to the 
polls. 

Forty-eight people died 
Saturday in serial bombings 
near a poll rally in southern 
Tamil Nadu, due to be 
addressed by Lai Krishna 
AdvanL, president of the 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP, Indian 
People’s Party). 

Late opinion polls have pre- 
dicted the Congress — the 
party of Jawharlal Nehru, 
Indira and Rajiv Gandhi — 
and the outgoing multi-parly 
United Front coalition could 
return to power together after 
falling out just three months 
ago. 

The Congress agreed to 
back the front coalition alter 
polls in 1996, to keep the BJP 
sidelined. An uneasy 18- 
month cohabitation followed 
before the Congress with- 
drew support. 

Both former allies, howev- 
er, detest the BJP more than 
they dislike each other. They 
claim the nationalists will 
replace India’s secular consti- 
tution with a theocracy. 

K.R. Narayanan, mean- 
while. ended 50 years of tra- 
dition on Monday when he 
became the first Indian presi- 
dent to vote in national elec- 
tions here, officials said. 


Two Saudi septuplets to go home 
this week, but mother not ready 


DUBAI (AP) — A paedia- 
trician said Tuesday tbar the 
two biggest of the five- 
week-old Saudi septuplets 
are ready to go home — but 
mom says she’s not ready 
yet. 

Hasna Humair 

Mohammad, who already 
had seven children when 
she gave birth to the septu- 
plets eight weeks early on 
Jan. 14, said she’ll ask the 
hospital to care for the chil- 
dren a little while longer. 

“I can’t handle them now. 
How am I going to feed, 
bathe, and dress seven 
babies at once without any 
help,” Ms. Humair said in a 
telephone interview from 
her home. 1 

The babies’ paediatrician 
said the two largest babies, 
a boy and a girl, are off 


incubators and could go 
home Thursday. Two more 
are expected to be ready to 
Follow next week. 

‘They babies are healthy 
and growing well. We’re 
very pleased with the 
weight they've put on,” said 
Hind Musa, a paediatrician 
at the hospital in the south- 
ern Saudi city of Abha 
where the babies were bom. 

“The mother has to have 
them at home so she can get 
used to caring for them.” 
she added. 

The 34-day old babies, 
four boys and three- girls, 
now weigh between 1.4 
kilos and 1.65 kilos. They 
weighed between 900 
grammes and 1.2 kilos at 
birth. 

Their father, Abdallah 
Mohammad Ali, 55. is a 


retired civil defence 
employee who supplements 
his 4,000 riyal ($ 1.066) 
pension by driving a cab. 
He has two other wives and 
nine children in addition to 
the septuplets. 

Mr. Ali, who named his 
sons after Saudi King Fahd, 
Defence Minister Prince 
Sultan, Governor of Riyadh 
Prince' Salman and billion- 
aire Prince Al Waleed Ben 
Talal, has sent the princes’ 
telegrams twice informing 
them of the birth of the sep- 
tuplets and asking for help, 
Ms. Humair said. 

He has not yef received 
any reply, she said. 

While pregnant, Ms. 
Humair was told she was 
expecting 4 children. She 
had been taking the fertility 
drug ciomid to regulate her. 


Lieutenant Loorie 
makes fool of 
British air force 

LONDON (R) — Seeing 
is being reviewed al air- 
force training ■ . base; 3J2 
southwest England afier^: 
Briton c allin g * -himsif 
Lieutenant Looney 
sporting plastic t 
spent five days there pee- 
ing as an American 
officer. Police said Tuesday- 
they had questioned restate 
rant doorman- ' . Maftfc . 
Looney, 30, about his 
at the Royal Air Force base? 
in St. Mawgan. Cornwall*: 
where he entertained .df§£ 
cers with tales of his itnag-r 
in ary exploits in : ;BosnjscT 
No action is being ta&a 
against him . Mr.. Looney: 
was unmasked as raufi 
impostor only when a UX 
officer at the base -spott^j 
that one of his medals _wj$, 
plastic. : v- 

Romanians caught- 

short by toilet traffic 7 

*,-2 

BUCHAREST (AFP) ^ 
Answering^ call of nature, 
in Bucharest is becoming 
increasingly diffic ult., 

because corrupt, offi rials' 
are selling the rity’s pnblic 
toilets to be turned iiiib 
bars and kiosks, news . 
reports said Tuesday. WCs, 
often located in prime lbra- 
tions in the Romanian cap- 
ital, are highly prized .by 
entrepreneurs, who evjrir 
include a car salesman sag* 
mg luxury vehicles from^ 
converted toilet block. 
Others have been trans- 
formed into fast-food out 
lets, tobacconists and drink 
stands. One city park urinal 
is now a popular cafe; 
according to newspapers 
reporting anger 'at' tS; 
bribe-fuelled toilet traffic 
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U.S. second lady 
do pbotojou rualisja^: 
for the White House 

WASHINGTON (AFPf rf 
America's second lady 
Tipper Gore will frayehto- 
Nagano Tuesday where-she 
will do some pbbtojoraM]- 
ism for the White House; 
Web site and USA Today, 
daily. She will be taking 
snapshots of the Wirier- 
Olympics with her digfcjd 
camera, which she yrifl 
unload via the Internet^ 
illustrate a column iii .Jbe 
daily she will inaugurate^ 
Thursday, her. spofe^ 
woman said. Catch her pte 
tines on hcfo://www.wtirte- 
house.gov. ' After ., tfe 
Olympics, Gore plans^to 
post a monthly column do 
her home page on her trav- 
els and issues (hte interest 
her. . ! _ T .-? 

Big Apple to ” - Vi 

honour Pavarotti ; 

NEW YORK (AFP>— Tbe 
Big Apple will honour 
Italian tenor Luciano 
Pavarotti on Feb. ,23 foritis 
contributions to ' charities. 
The opera singer raised $6 
million to build a musical 
centre in Bosnia that will 
carry his name, and $2 niff- 
lion for an anti-leukaemia 
fund in Italy. .T? 

Pankov the elephant 
dies in mourning - 

LYON (AFP) — Pankova 
cow elephant at Lyoff-'s 
Tete d’Or Zoo, may have 
died of a broken heart, zpo 
staff said Tuesday. She was - 
in her 50s. Pankov diett.Qp ' 
Valentine's Day, 'thref 
weeks after the deaih of bfit- 
long-time ■ companion 
Mako. with whom 'she h3i 
shared a cage. “She bad 
been very emotional 

he died,” zookeeper Paid 
Cahour said.'. ,l Shf 
changed. Jr was -obvious,.-* 
She was . vulnerable" Tb# 
said, zookeepejs linked b**; 
death to her advanced ag?*. j 
“It is more reasonable:^ 5 
explain her death was$j: 
matter of longej^ ^ . 
Cahour srid, 
phants in captivity 
such an old age. • m 
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